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both a delightful and beneficial 
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acquainted with the hi 


reality of religion ; and 4 
he Lord, in very deed, vouchfafes to dxvel} with men om 
| r and makes them atteſt the 88 


excellency; a 
ommer e ee 
* Maste: Ler- the fer of the fo 


6 f R E A. Og Po 
— ppene as'ſh portal Ps 
Un mw of April x ly 173 * 
by Log. - - would appear, in 2 about 
ſaving change upon heart, brought her firſt to mou 
Sinai, and there diſcovered himſelf in all the awf 
terrors. ¶M Majeſty, priot to his/bringigg her t& moun 
Zion, and manifeſting himſelf gracious and merciful. t 


her ſoul, and ſpewing! het the r | 


inf 


grate Sled, Was 2 7 1455 1 di 
Fand bis lo ting - kindueſs to har, left in ark, oj 
prank bis withdrawing: his is preſence froi in 


ba eme. She was much d: with. Satan 
de kemptations;..and ſeveral times een tempted t 
Pu N period to her natural, life: But on all ſuch gee: 
ls um, [ap (hc herſelf informs us, be Lond was a preſen 
in the time of need. Ange 46144 15213) ib. 
BY (ke eujnyed any weœadure of deutend dag 
ws anigitoyidue ;atteader;.upon the . 0 
Ni vate Exerci religion; enjoyed much oft ard 
ani in them; and » had ber nd fal x 
das Wich martew and — — 
7. * were, for the moſt part, very refreſhing to her, an 
_  {arddbtimes/ like the ſuburbs of heavens aud ſhe careful f 
2 the ſubjeds that had been moſt, benef 

hen land the inſtruments the Lord made vic of 8 

meiſo of peace to her ſoul. Sabbatch- days wer 
__ ganerallytfeaſting times to her; when at any time it waer 
I echenwiile. he was much concerned about the Lord 
FF hidin 8 from her, and quite unhappy till here 
1 aud lifted vp the light of; his gracious Lana 
„ A—ͥ—ͤ her ſoul. Peruſing the ſcriptures was het 
Ar exerciſe,, and peculiar ctelight ; ſhe appeared to h 

well acquainted with tliem, could quote appoſite bor 
diem of them, upon every occalipn, with facility ang 
e; e ſeemed n tr hang) very alten views of the 
dus ſenſe and meaning. Secret prayer was what fix 
- — kndigreat.pkafire, ing often got very near acceſs 
Dod therein, — he the was graciouſlſy pleaſo on 
ds chat duty, ta reveal t. eee — he 1 
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| ;Sihers.——Mediationmeſptl 
p50 he wes ad dne ae — 
ried and delightful erergiſe , and often when. Ihe: 
ſed the fire ae e 
very, Wert.. tis ni 1] 410 8 
attainments ig religion were very high, dd abe 
dſt ſingular; and her trials were alſo very great bs 
x of them aknolt uncommenyr=She-nover wad iner 
oper element, but chen the Lord ſmiled-on' her thts 
nacle, which was oſten her happy ſitaatien du 
nerally, after ſignal mani feſtations of divine love 
aſible enjoy ments of coœnnnion with God, the Lord 
aer ſuddenly withdrew, or ſome trial or difficwity. 
me in her way to keep her humble; and /many rice _ 
eſenger\ of Satan was ſont to buffet her, J, bien 
„ud be exalted above meaſure- This was always mate, 4 
r of deep exerciſe to her ; ant wjade. her quite un 
till the Lord returned in love to her ſoul. WP” 
She was ſtrongly impreſſed to commit to writiagi{omel 
count of the Lord's gracious dealing to Hr ,ðkl ! 
t much afraid, leſt any thing ſhe had eperienged-ι⁰ 
ight {ay about it, would but diſhonbdur hi and hb > 1 
1 injury to religion, which ſhe was always ver y bend . 
—ller mind, however, was ſo much impreſſed 
ty, that ſhe at laſt preyailed · upon herſelf to eiſuy & 1,1. 
t kept what ſhe had committed to writi ing a profh un 2B 
cret, till the year 1756s when — — 24 
vere fever, and ſomewhat: apprehenſive that u | 
lue in death; ſhe chen acquainted Mr,-Cook; im | 3 
hoſe Miniſtry ſhe then was, what ſhe had . ; 
en ſhewed him her papers. Mr. Cock, en peruſih 
baghem, encouraged her in Her Cen den Wet 
orFer recovery, which he expected, to Huiſh rhauß n 
Ws ſhe acquaints us herſelf, was ar ſaute; eee. 
er to Write with more accuracy. H een 
In the month of Auguſt 1757. the ſeineui .. 
adily trouble, which — to inertaſe for n 
zonths-z and ſo accute and ſharp did it bei, e 
e month of December following, that her whiateHisdy 
as exceedingly {ore pained with ſtitchas, ta nf 


ee. as if ſo ny darts Fir "i ee 


1 


1 2 rn n r n 
TEC In this pitiful oom Mtiem, 

Sen no avail - alt the TOY 
or leſſer meaſure, — 


diſtreſs, which the bore with SI —_ 


oo rare ——— > ſhe was t 
'Y — out trials; though the greateſt pa 
eit wis a time of manifeſtations of the love e 
Gad to ber (foul; by which ſhe was ſtreng thened ane 

ö to bear up under whatever bo ar 
| 1 her in the world. 
f tip > gr tigeartonne yen to the houſe, _ 


power and efficacy of divine grace. upon! ba + 
a: "447 v1 Fe q 
-In-chaſe" years: of trouble d cada eng the \ 
ror ras both of miniſters'and f 
, - Chriltians, and ſome of theſe from conſiderable « 
wu ance She improved theſe opportunities not” G7 
a from thera, but alſo im giving ve 
advices in her, turn, eſpecially to young 
| — os effect, us) 
their affection entirely to her, to that degree, chat th 
ud communicate more of their mind and iwärd 
„ eee eee ons 
Ks Pp * bt: 8 Wa nie een 
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| ELIAS 
n particu of adaptingtherſelf 
many ee exerciſed perſons; and abways ready to 


— theſe conſolations with which ſne 
erſelf was comforted; when ſbe wal in a Wem 10 3 
zak to them: But, ſhe was often, through n ' 
nd being ſubject to fainting, unable to ſpeak. * 
She was never more in her element, than when 
during out her ſupplications at the throne of grace: 
e was often there on her own account, and 
y employed, even by experienced Chriſtians, to ſpread 
t their caſe before the Lord, which was no ſmall part 
f her exerciſe; and always, when fo employed, got 
>mething of importance: to communicate to — | 
es > — ee when the had — — 
hers to always got to 
Ws: "Bur was always certain, ' I — 
wick God, tie might 
—— ena nt ST, 
It was always her ardent bite detent 
od, above every other thing, impreſſed opon her foul; | 

— II YI ro ae nota ite. 
— rape ——— — U 
pe ä more than 2 for about ten days 
> her death. T ht preceding her diſſolution, 
1550 a three or four perſons had come to enquive bt herb 
' het he deſiped a. Chriſtian ef , may" 
aſſage to ber into the land of 
wager; that he did not expect her partureto be b aeg 
ati Nut ſhe inſiſted on her requeſt After he had gone 
out prayer, he aſked her, What ſne now thought . 
1 «briſk 2 To which ſhe replied, 2 
deemer, my ſtrength, ———— my fi 5 
r —M p 

t but very n 

Mot ſaid to thoſe who attended hs; that ie had ſolid = 

7 » meditations on her bleſſed Lord. + -Shs. 


+ TH: 


WE 0 "Þ nx mn 0. WY 


2 RR and without 


EE. | ſelf, it having been difficult, for thoſe who were 


n ing with Her, during the courſe of her long wout 


— plate Jon you ;{but F un a 
——— ou um mf. rt ene 1 
— She ſuveral times repeated theſt vol 
think / he is on his-way,”—She © m6 _ * 
rale l. 40 wick holy- 


1 „oer wank te * * 
They hall be brought with glance grout, ae 
And mirth on every fd, 7 e | 


Into the palace of the King, Mie de 4 ee 
Aud there they frail isse» 
Ern 33.4, Mer 13443714 11 46 &41 (341702 1 
Her natural weakneſs n aul t to e | 
it became at laſt very diffieMit to hear what the Laid 
She was overheard to ſay, with a very low broken voice! 
a—__y her laſt words that were underſtood, - + O tovely 
Jeſus! - O precious ſalration!—O bleſſed inheritance! 
About à quurter after ſix o'clock in the morning, ot 
Sutürtfay the 22d of Septeraber 1770, ſhe paid the debe 
to nature, in the 48th year of her age, and fell aſleen 


1 
* L 

# 
CE 


texſt emotion, juſt as if ſhe had flept away in him 


ſent, to know preciſely whenſhe breathed her lat 
go much ſhall ſuffice for a ons account of ede 
of the Gig nne W eee 


1 1 


een 8 Wee quainted 
that the following Memoirs are carefully printed fro: 

the original mannſ copy; the firſt, and Lr | 
part of it, wrote by the Author's own hand, and t 

ſequel, after ſhe became unable to write, dictated by he 
ſielt, and wrote under her own eye, by an intimate a 
quaintance, ſtill in life. The publication of them bail 
been often exrneſtly ſolicited for ſince her death; bi 
purpoſely delayed, in expectation that the Rev. Mr. Coe 
under whoſe miniſtry ſhe lived for ſeveral years, an 

whs6 had Frequent opportunities of ſeeing and coe 


would" have wrote the Preface, and given à more ed 
And partivular #eount'of her, as ſhe had often e 
1 to him both fully . . 


F 
Wer 3 
ae ge 


me to N e — | 


As a great part af her Chriſtian experience, during 
thirteen years, Mags," is contained? in the rgligious 
tters ſhe wrote to ſotme i ſelect friends and, acquaint : 
ces, we have ſubjoined;to the following Memoirs, 3 
llection of for ſeven of theſe Letters, og, all that 
> were in poſſeſſion of. 
| The reader; of the following Memoirs is not to expect 
have his ear tickled with a flow of fine wards ang e- 
gant diction; though her language, and manner of 
preſſion, all thin conſid8Fed, is very far from being 
ſpicable : But, if the reader be a perſon, any way 
quainted with the power and efficacy of divine grace ' 
on his own heart, he may expect to find what is vaſtiy 
eferable ; even the genuine ſentiments of a pious ſoul., 
ceſsfully wreſtling againſt fin, and the temptftivns. 
Satan, and deeply exeftiſed to true godlineſs; and 
is will prove, by thSgiving bleſſing, ſolid food to his... © = 1 
ul, and be a mean of inflaming his heart with love to. 388 
e bleſſed Redeemer, who condeſcends to voickſafe * 
adneſs to any of tha, fallen tribe. * | 
Upon the whole. it may with GO ſaid, a 
Alox LAIRD was a ſtriking inſtance of the oa” > 
dwer, and efficacy of religion: And as ſuch fingular 
ſtances are but very rare, we ſhall conclude with an 
Wecdote of another very religious woman, who died 4 
tle after her, in full aſſurance, above fifty miles diſ- 
nce from her. Phe miniſter of the place paid her a 
it on her death-bed, and gives the following account 
her. Laſt week, ſays he, à nigmber of this con- 
* died triumphantly. Sh told me, that the 
ad no more ado hut die; that all the promiſes in 
che Bible were on her fide; and that the Spirit of 
God had put them into her heart. She, at my de- 
ſire, — ſeverals of them: my ſoul was refreſh- 
ed to hear her. I aſked her whether we ſhould pray” 
of _ ? _ ds Oe u 5 * lan e | a 
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N W rte A the Lands 
gracious dealings with my ſoul, fo far as 1 en 
member I had not the ſmalleſt intention to let any 
know of it, till the year 1756, when I was ſeiz 9 
a fore fever, and had no bopes of a recovery therefrom 
then 1 wiſt not well what to do with them, being uncer 
tain into whoſe hands they might fall. — After revolving 
the matter ſometime, in my 2 mind, I prevailed upon \ 
myſelf to acquaint Mr Cock of them v. So ſoon as he heard 
of them, he was very deſirous to ſee what I bad wrote : 
I ſignified to him, as petit none anew. gf . 
. Frould fee them. $8 
64. When cenverſing, at this time, with My Cock, about. + 
uhr I had written, I communicated alſo to him, tha 
e Lord bore it in on my ſpirit, by an irreſiftable gale 0 
© Wl his word and ſpirit, that he would recover me again fm _ 
ny preſent diftreſs, and that I muſt return back again to. 
the world, to be toſſed with new winds and waves. Br 
rough # me into very great grig ief for many days, lat! 
'' ſhould become a w to religion. — In this very melan- © 
N cholly ſituation eß became a terror to me: for, when 
#1 HI ff 1 dreamed I had Robo 1g th 
whereby God was. highly diſhotoured. O the diſtreſs this 
brought me into! I thought they were well off that got. 
away to heaven without leaving a blot 2 
Many a time I wondered at the wiſdom ꝙ V K 
A Y matter, in keeping it a ſecret from me, that Jo would; turn” © 
I ue back into the wilderneſs again, till I told our miniſter, 
IA Cock: and, in this, I found outward advanta 1 
Ir he taught me the manner of da, hs as carefully; as 
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4} 4 had been his own child, _ Wy) 
de was at this time under the miniſtry of the 1 2 Me. Cocks, $28 
ben miniſter at Cra furd * near Wee. 3 
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* PREFACE. 
When Mr Gock came to ſee me again, I ſigni 
' that the Lord would yet deliver me out of this grad 
He aſted me how T came to know that; for, ſaid he, 1d? 
are not yet delivered. I told him, that I was perſuady 

of it.— He ſaid to me, it may be Satan will tempt 70 
think. your deliverance not a mercy, ¶ faund this to 
true: 211 1 often found the ſecret of the Lord with him 
Before I procted to narrate what of the Lord's goodne 
he has been pleaſed to vouchſaſe unto me, I would here be 
leave to ſuggeſt two advices to any 1 into whyſe hands thej 
5 writings may come. 
"1 1. Do not intertai\ tos high thoughts of me, as if then 
| were any extrinſic excellency naturally in me above 1 
| = thers. What induces me to ſuggeſt this advice, is, when 
| | x 2 7 ing ſomewhat that God hath done for my ſou 
1 a commending me, as though it had bop 
3 5 dar vp ink in me, beyond others, that procured th 
K+ to me. O this grieved me to ſee the crown pi 
the head of the glorious Redeemer, and ſet upon th 
ad of finful ſelf. 0 Firs, wonder not at me, but admire th 
© elefting love of Cad upon the like of me, a vile worm. | 
—_. Fame admire his love, and wonder at the matchleſs gh 
Kt: and excellency of his perſon. O the freedom of his grace 
e the unſearchable riches of Chriſt! O the glorious con 
Wy _ Zrivance of redemption through his death and Zr 
0 that I could love him, and praiſe him more. eee 
x Another advice I would give ta them who may | 
acceſe to ſee my. writings, is this : if they think it * 
be for the advancing Ged's bonour, and 4. real good g 
dthers, to ler them go abroad into the world; 'I ſay, if ul 
be judged for the | 2 77 of Cod, and the advantage of 
' hers, let them ge. — O that I could commend his low 
| Yo others! and, 9 that all that hears thereof may fall ij 
ue with our byely Lord Chriſt !—0 Sirs, meditate mud 
. Upon. his love. Many a fweet hour have I had in meds 

-- Kati n his matchleſs booing-hindaefs. - O it is a ſus 
travel i in, till the day break, hd all the ſhadawi 
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einig an account when the Lord firſt began | 
to take a ſavi "8 dealing with her, the means by "4 
which he effected it, the manner the Spirit 


operation, and the gratious el 3 5 
getber with an account of the veligious connex- 
ions ſhe made choice of, with the grounds and 


reaſons which induced ber thereto. Me LDF FR = 0 
T7 has deen the peaftics of ſaints, both l in TTY 

and later times, not only to keep 1 in memory, but 
oft· times to commit unto writing, the many inſtances 
of the Lord's goodneſs manifeſted to them, for the ho- 
nour-of God, to evince the reality of religion, and to 
edify aud comfort fellow-ſaints. This we find exem- - 
blified by the practice of the man according to Gods 
cosa heart ; Pſal. Ixvi. 16. Come here all ye that fear 
much Cod, and I will declare what he hath done for. «ro 
5”; po hath ſeemed good unto me alſo to attempt 
ol thing "this way,—O that I could fo record What God 
i path done for my ſou], as that he may get the glory 
ef an, and that | 1 wight take and confuion'd - 
>, "oe to n ; and that others, ho hear GO: 

"I B 3 
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reft, to come to Chriſt, After urging the call, he faic 
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12 M E MOIRE S or 
things might fall in love with glorious Chriſt, and he 
lineſs.—O what great reaſon have I to wonder and ad 
wire at the goodneſs-of the Lord, that did not 
me to the pit in the pitiful condition of ſeeking jaſkif 
cation by the works of the law, never rememberin 
what I was by nature! In this unhappy ſituation 
remained until it pleaſed the Lord to ſead Mr. Smito 
into the Weſt. country, in the year 1740. upon th 
Hſt Sabbath of March, I being then about fourtee 
Vears of age. | 
Mx. Smiton, at that time, preached on theſe won 
We all with open face, beholding as in a glaſs the gli 
"of the Lord, &c. He gave us ſome marks of Wes whi 
bad ſeen the glory of the Lord in the glaſs of ordinat 
ces; and immediately it was impreſſed on my ſpirit tha 
I had never ſeen his glory.—He Prefaced on the 8orlf 
'Plalm.; and gave us a very large and free offer of Chril 
to captive ſinners. He called the whole earth, fro 
the rifing of the ſun, unto his going down, to embran 
the Saviour; then I was Aa called me, with thi 


Ve have gotten a call to come to Chriſt this day, ant 
if ye refuſe to come, where will ye flee when Chril 
| cometh to take vengeance on them who have not oug 

ell his voices ia the goſpel? He moreover added, 1 
they that deſpiſed Mgfes law, died without mercy, Mt 
e 2 
rr of, who have troden under foot the Son f Gu 

and have counted the blood of the covenant an unholy thing 
" There remaineth no more ſacrifice for fins, but d certdl 
fearful huking for of judgment, and fiery indignat 
- which ſhall = the adverſaries ; namely, the deſp 
ers of Chriſt.” —He alſo ſpoke of the Lord's having! 
' controverſy with the inhabitants of the land: nag 
mougſt the many fins he ſpoke of, he mentioned | 
breach of our folema covenants, the burying and b a 
ing of them, and he tyood of the Loed's remand 
"nh os hed, in e. for their m——_ t | 
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»rd's truths and cauſe, and for which the Lord hath 
controverſy with the inhabitants of the land. eee 
thought I never heard of theſe things before's and 

y grieved me all that weck. 
1 "hoard him preach the next Sabbath-day. He gave 
is again a very large offer of Chriſt. He faid, L in 


* will be recorded in heaven, whether ye embrace him 
or not.“ — this was a witneſs in my heart that I 
had gotten an offer of Chriſt, but had not embraced 
im, And this remained a queſtion with me, what 


Chriſt? When I was meditating on this, all of a ſud- 
den my fallen depraved ſtate was more fully laid open 


with wonder and amazement, at the dreadful wicked- 


laid, Gurſed is every one that continueth not in all things 


the commandment came, ſin revived, aud 1 died: and 
WJ now | ſaw my heart to be exmity again God; I law 1 
had loſt that noble end for which I was created, aame- 


be 2 condemned 


life, which could ſoon be broken at God's command. 


morning, the cry was, when will it be night ? and at 
night, when will it be morning? The arrows of be 
Amighty did drink up my ſpirits. My caſe, at this 
Ne Was pg to chat af the Plalmiſt 8 


. 
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the name and authority of my great Lord and maſter, 
* on the firſt Sabbath of April, 1740 years, make ofs 
fer of Chriſt to every man and woman here; and it 


would become of them that had never ſeen glorions 


to me than what I could well conceive of. I was filled 


neſs of my heart, which was like à hole full of ſerpents - 
wheo the light of the law did ſhine upon it. The law | 


written in the biok of the law to ds them. Before this 
time, I thought I had a good enough heart; But when 


* 


ly, to live to the ghry of God. Now I a MEH 40, 
criminal: but I knew not the day t 
my execution. I thought that there was nothing be- 
tween me and hell, but the brittle thread of —— | 


1 remembered God, and wes troubled. I was filled win 
toſſings to the dawning of the day, And when it was - 


\ 


WT Nonoer as T am, who deſerved nothing but hell and 
5 Wrath I reſolved that I would cry for mercy while Im 
+, was out of the place where his mercy is clean gone 


ms whim Thad. ſerved, and let them deliver me ; becauſę on 
* when the Lord cryed, I would not hear: although he 


115 2 = the 


9 2 i At this time, there was a miniſter of the Aſſociate 
i pPreſbytery to preach in our bounds, which was both 
joy and grief to me; for I thought I would get a0 
'- "offerof glorious Chriſt, and afraid that would heights 


* EW OI EES os 
E dath the cords and ff. % 
About me compaſs r,! 


- The pains of hell took hold of me, 
Fam | 


þ Obe time I went out into the geld, ſo filled with 
fear of divine wrath, that I thought where will I flee 
when the Lord will come to take vengeance on them 
who have pot received Chriſt in the offer of the gaſpel, 
thought, when Chriſt would come to take vengeance 
on them that had not obeyed his voice in the goſpel, 
m language would be to the rocks and to the mout- 
Hibs to fall on me, and cover me from the wrath of 
God and of the Lamb.—O this fin of deſpiſing glork 
ous Chriſt lay heavy on my conſcience. And in this 
_ dreadful confuſion, I durſt not ſleep, jolt L og 
| Wakened | in everlaſting flames, -- 

In this perplexed ſituation, I took my Bible 3 in my 
bund; bat, at this time, it was all alike to me: the 
firſt words 1 looked upon were Pſalm cxl. 7. O God 
- the Lord, the Nren; ength of my ſalvation ; thou haſt covered 
my head in the day of battle. Theſe words were ſweet 
to me for a little time: but thoughts ſoon aroſe in my 
mind, that they were not for ſuch a wretched miſerable 


N 


but thought the Lord might bid me go to the. Gods 


cryed to me by the rods of affliction and by his voice 


goſpel, I would not liſten ; ſo they cryed, and I 
not bear, ſaith the Lord of Heſts. | 


3 in hell. The n thek 


| 4 
1 5 
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zords, | 7 aid for the Lord my God, &c. Pha, xl, 1. 

e obſerved, -** That it was often the lot of the Lord's A 
hildren to be in the deepeſt, and fearfulleſt pits; but. the 

ard ſeaſonabiy delivers them, and puts a new ſong in 
eir mouth, their God to magnify. A bruiſed reed 8. 

e will not break, and the ſmoking flax he ſhall not quench: 

eing confident of this very thing, that he which bath be-. 

run the good work in you, will perform it unto the day -of 

7 „ Theſe words gave me a little hope and the 
miniſter-ſpoke well to my caſe; for, at this time, 1 
cnew ſo little of God, or his way of dealing with ſin- 

ners, that I thought none ever was in my ſituation.— 

) but the burden of guilt lay heavy on my conſcience ! 
whether-I went out or in it always haunted me. So 
derplexed was I, that at one time I drew this helliſh _ 
oncluſion, I even wiſhed I had never known the bur» 

den of fin: for I even thought i it a wonder that it ſank 

ne not down to the pit.— But, O the amazing good- 

neſs and condeſcendence of God, who Tumors we 

ith his precious word. 

At this diſtreſſed - time, theſe. OED were borne i in 

dn my mind, 1 Cor, ii. 9. Eye hath not ſeen, nor eur 
ard ; neither hath it entered into the heart of man, fle 
things which God hath prepared for. them that love hm. 
But, alas! I could not believe that God had thoughts LS 
of love to me. But then [theſe words came into my 
mind with power, John iii. 30. He that believeth n 
the Son, hath everlaſting life : and he that believeth nass 
the Son, ſball not ſee ifs ; but the wrath of God abideth ' "OY 
on him, O what ſorrow did this fill my heart with ! 
for I could not believe; and to have the woah ad  . © 
abiding on me, O how did this pierce my foul FS .. .. > 
found however a ſtrong biaſs in my heart to have M 
by the works of the law. O the pride of my bas * e 
it would not bow to the ſovereign grace of Gd. 
By this time, my natural ſtrength was much e 
for- the arrows of the Almighty drank up 9 . 
Fr this was not all; for, s at this . I * N | 
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ſevere fever; which l imagined-would be desi 0 


down with 


and hell after death, My heart he did bri 
—0 che 


Brief, bucuiſe I wrought rebellioufly againſt hi 


- confuſion 1 was in during the time of this fever ! I can. 


not tell how little 1 ſleeped, leſt had awakeasd itt & 
2 fla es. . * "nl 
There came a young woman of my AC goafotonte to 
ſee me in my trouble: I told her dee of my caſe. 
She exhorted me to eſſay believing on the Son of God, 
To which [ replied, 1 can no more belleve then I can 
JJemove mountains. 
maũ ſay, that had the withered hand; 1 cannot ſtretch 
it out: bat he obeyed the command; and power came 
along with it. So do ye.— To which I replied, 1 ee 
the holy law of God purſuing me for the debt of | per- 


be: fett obedience. 


When 1'was thus reaſoning with myſelf, theſe Votde 
were borne in on my mind with power, Rom. x. 4. 


For Chrift is the end of the law for righteouſneſs, to every 


ene that believeth ; With theſe words, Job xix. 25. For 
T kiitw that ny Redeemer bveth, and that he ſhall ſland 
af the latter day upon the earth : and though after my 


* worms deſtroy this body, yet in my 4 halt 1 fe. 
- God; "horn; m7 hl for for yh, nd Port eyes ſhall be. 
in, and not another. O wonderful love | © ny 


be praiſe bim for his love! 
0 that men to the Lord would give 
\ Prejſe for bis goodneſs then; 
” And far his works of «vonder done, 35 rs, Hd 
> ke Unto the ſons of men. | | ON 


Fur be hath. delivered my diftreſſed' foul from death —0 


. with what joy was my ſoul filled f Teen pad 


 4,,conſcience and joy in believing. 


*+ Before this, I feared that death would come to nie, : 


armed with the ſting of death, which is fin, to drag} 


e e e of hell + bat now I beked d 


.tobeava 


iſhed enemy; for I ſaw that glorious Chi 
. ** 


rl 


S 


"She farther ſaid, So might the 


wa to heaven and for Than 
y glory me. Thamm 
* ei ; | = . * 
y 5 W "| l * ' . 

p $3” 2 I 1 | a 4 _ 


MARYD 17 1. b. | 
Hh TOO. eee ar Lord, 


fe 1 
e 0 me to Monat. "Siva and ie” 
gol majeſty, and that he is a con 

ming fire. v of Chriſt: and then to Mount Si > 
ad 1 me the glory of his grace—The Lord ; 
vrougbt this deliverance. for me in the year 1741,” 
was not only immediately healed in ſpirit, but in 
body alſo; for the Lord rebuked the fever, and it a- "50 | 
hated, Now, O how fweet was Ghei to my foul 1.1. ! 
ould then have rolled theſe words as a ſweet mor ſel | 
ader my tongue, Rom. viii. 2. For the law of the Spi=. _ © 
it of life in Chriſt Jeſus, hath made me free from the las. 
Vn and death. Now it came to be a piece of ſerious 
-xerciſe with me, to know whether it was my duty to 
ontinue in communion with the . miniſters of this 
hurch, when I conſider the backſſidings of the pre- 
ſeat judicatories, in their exerciſing a lordly power and 
authority over the herit e of God, E ing mi- 
niſters upon the flock of Chriſt, in all corners ot the 1 pb 
land; ſo that they have ſcattered the Lord's flock, ane 
made them wander on the mountains in the dark aud » 
cloudy day; and obliged Chriſt's ſheep, who know his 
voice, but will not follow a ſtranger, to wander from 2.» 
lea to ſea, and from one part of the land to another, 1 | 
to hear the pure and good word of the Lord, and mn, 1 
times could not find it. 8 
* And, moreover, of late, the Sabbath of the Lord 5 Lak 
bath been publicly profaned, by the maſt part of mis ],?])?ʒ 
\ viſters, by their reading the Act of Parliament cont 
©. Ncrraing Capt. John Porteous ; by the reading of Which, * | 1 
of the alone headihip and ſovereigaty of the Lord Jeg 
over his church, has been invaded ; and his free -- 
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independent kingdom is likewiſe given up with. Aud * + 
I boring likewiſe ſubordinated their eccleſiaſtical meet; : 
oss, in appointing faſts and thankſgivings, to the 
ei powers, bay a the Redeemer's ciown — 1 
oo _ Þ þ . 25 oY 
1 | E | . s >. 
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be the duty of the flock of Chriſt to flee from, and ai 10 
to hear ſtrangers, hirelings, and ſuch as the »{criprany 
characterizes to be wolyes, thieves, and robbers d 
- J'cannot ſee it my duty to hear them. See Ron 
Ag How ſhall they preach except they be ſent — 
ent them not, nor commanded them ; n 
C F Jer al 8 


"Is 
. 


* 


r s E ON p. 


1 tang an — 2 of ſome dreadful 2 Mu, Pe” 
= © with from Satan, her deep exerciſe under them, and 
<4 the remarkable deliverances the Lord wrought far ae 


ber, aud the grateſul ſenſe ſhe had of his love an 
favour ; together. wi ith her concern rs Ihe. publi | 
ma of Lim. Es 1 T0. lain 
4 ' 4. 
AF T E R this the Lord bid his face, 0 A cloud 
4 . my ſoul. One night, when I was at prayer, 
the enemy aſſaulted me with this temptation, that al-Who 
ETD tough I was willing to have ſalvation through Chriſt, f c: 
chat Chriſt was not willing to give it me, though it be 
XS a fruit of Chriſt's willingneſs to make a ſinner willing 
5 to embrace himſelf. —Ar this time I was ignorant of 
* Satan's devices; and charged wy figs of his tendptatis 
I. on myſelf. 
I was, at this time, qaraking a \ valuable little book, 
e The- meek Chriſtian under the ſmarting rad, 
- Where I ſaw an account of a woman who was in afflic- 
non, and one aſked her, If ſne was willing to die? 
be kad, I am at God's diſpoſal. When I ſaw that 
* e was willing to be diſpoſed of by God, O how did 
 » this grieve me! For, when [ was in the fever, formerly 
_ » Upoken of, I more. deſirous to die than to live 
© whenever the Lord was pleaſed to give viſitations ua 
bis love to me, having 2 deſire to be with Chriſti, uli gn 
3 255 $i * better. But when 1 thought on the Ay 
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umity of my heart, and ſuch Goful-thoughts of glo- * , 5 
ous Chriſt, as to think that he is not willing to giye..* 
ge {alvation ; when 1 compared theſe beaver mine to- f 
r with the pride and emnity of my heart, ſuch 
ard thoughts of glorious Chriſt, I thought they wood 4 ; 
jake up and be guilty of the ſin ande Holy Ghoſt. | 
) with what grief did this fill my ſoul 1. I cryed to 
od by prayer, that he would pardon mine iniquities, 
ad forgive my ſius: but I found my heart as an ada- 
nant ſtone, not ſuitably affected for the diſhonour 7 

d done to God. N mir 
| Now, A in this e, 1 fell a 8 the ep ee 0.08 
ures to ſee what the fin againſt the Holy Ghoſt-isz- _ p 
nd I ſaw, from Heb. x. 29. that it is à treading under 
wot the Son of Cod, and accounting the blood of the ”—_ —_ 
ant, wherewith he was ſanctified, an unholy thing, and 
ling deſpite unto the Spirit ꝙᷓ grace. Of this; however 
was not very clear to charge myſelf with. But when 
read Hebrews vi. 5. And having taftet the good word 
F God, and the powers of the world. td cams, as. 1 
bought *- was my caſe; and I coniWuded all was but wn : 
common work of. the Spirit that I had experienced 2 © 5 I 
ind I was ſore afraid I had committed that ſin. No- 5 5 2 by 
thought, that if I had committed the ſig againſt the 

of Holy Ghoſt, there remaineth no more ſacrifice 4 fer in, 
ati· 5 22 e e, and fiery — 

ion, which ſball devour the adverſaries, O how dg ; 
bis fill my ſoul with e And Satan violently ns * 
aulted. me to take away my own life, ſesing there was 
ic no mercy for me: at this time I was ignoramt of Sa 
ie? Nfery Hows but charged them on myſelf, which 
lacrealed my trouble. I ſtill abhorred the temptation: 2 
i but when I was brought to great extremity, it 2 * 
the mereiful God to rebuke the tempter. And he fai 
& Yoco- me, Fear not, —1 have the keys of belland of death; ® 

8 47, 18, Glory be to God for his fafthfulgefs ? 
i ee fur. tobe tenftcdy above what be made' . A 
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wie able to bar, but, with the temptation, Matte # 
: and be made me to cry, Lord, - 
helh thou mine utbelief. Mark ix. 24. 7 Ait 6 
ed the Lord to manifeſt himſelf to me fad 99715 
I fee that my Lord hath the ke Galle ee - 
in His hand; and that he hath faid unto me, Fu 
O what is heaven; and what is that ſtate of | 
ſerved for the faints, when but a blink of Bim Fel 
ſweet ! O what will it be td be ever with the Lord 
What we feel and taſte here, U faith, is a part of he 
= ven's glory: but yet heave will be an unſpeakab 
. ſurpriſal to us when we come thither, for all that. 
| 0 that I could love him who is altogether lovely! O 
— i ſee ſuch a beauty in glorious Chriſt, that it darke 
». dd all other things. 1 ſee no beauty in'the 
worth the glorying in; but is my altogether Jove 
Lord. © that I could lore him We f It grieves 
I can love him ſo little, when he is worthy of fo mnt 
love. I think the preſence of God ãs of a very tem: 
able transſormiug nature; and a change of ſpirit f 
+ Tows it. Theſe s are found to be marvelloul 
ok | aſſmolecing. The ſight of God, the felt pteſence 
- God, is as a fire which quickly aſſimulates what is 
| 1 it jato its own likeneſs, 2 Cor. iii. 18, They are 
2 to be changed from glory to glory. It always elevatt 
2 * and it is of a very humbling nature, Ne 
Wer the'terrors of the law, not the fire of hell, on 
= —Thombled me fo much, as a 9 — of the glory of Gol 
|| © that 1 could gire him the glory of all o is 
fog chis idol of ſelf; it would pull the crown off u 
Teord's head, and ſet it on the head of ſinful felf ;' bu 
O that he may wear the crown and the throne bf 'n 
© heart for ever. O this indwelling fin ! this heed is | 
Ways with me: the conſtant teſidence of it in 
ew natore. ”' find a law," that when I would 
- © evil ir preſent with mt . nf 
On the back of this, Satan aſſau ray me GAs wit 
ga new temptation, He ſer the ſins 1 my * 1 D 
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om”? they had all been written in a ber sud 
jd we, that they were ſo numerous, and of ſuch a 
e, that God would not pardon them: 
mech 1 as ſore perplexed. I then went to God 
prayer, and: cryed to him, O let net the errors of my 
n, nor fins remenibered be. — At which the: Lord 
onderfully condeſcended to bring me, as it were, nigh 
n b his ſeat, and filled my month with arguments, and 
ori lowed me to plead-witth him as a man doth with's _ 
econciled friend. A ß thiok he ſaid unto me, C? 
r, ſaith the Lord ; though your - 


kao, let us reaſon togebhe 
ins be as ſcarlet, they ſhall be white as ſnow ; though they 
red like crimſon, they ſball be at wool, Ila, i; 18. 
About this time I heard Mr, Ballantine preach. ls A 
the bſerved, ambng other things, That the Lord made 
[oveliſhiſe of Satan to rub the ruſt off the graces of his people: 
es ind to learn them to maks uſe of their ſpiritual armour.” 
nd he moreover ſaid, Ye that are toſſed with tem- 
m: peſts, read for your comfort Rev. il. 10. Behold «the 
it f evi! [ball caſt ſome of you into priſon, that ye may 
jou red; and ye Hall have tribulation” ten days. Take © 
ace amfort, ſaid he, it is but for a limited time, n 
is pl days. „This note was very refreſhing to me. 
re f. Some time after my former happy out-g 
above · mentioned diſtreſs, I found the clonds'rewimning 
after the rain, aud darkneſs covered my ſotl'; Ai © 
Lord hid his face, and I was troubled ; au 
tude of vain thoughts filled my heart, and e 3 
ment took place between me and God: and hel 5 
Fa went to prayer, I had no liberty; but came away cry- 
bi ing, O wretched woman that T am! wi [Ah Fn 
K m Jrom this body of ſin and death ! | oligo © ov 
On the Sabbath day thereafhory 1 heard Mr Clarke- 
ſon preach, He Prefaced on Pfalm cxix. 113. T 
-vain thoughts ; but thy law do I love. Theſe wol 
were very refreſhing to me; for he held it to b mark - 4 
wy of 2 child of God, to hate vain thoughts, becauſe they - 
i ue Giſhonogring to God. And although I could not 


v 3 thy lau, 1 was, La ir ay 
-thoughts ;, tor they were my. burden. 
Next Sabbath he preached at Cioſehill, nt 3 " 
gow. Whes he came up to the tent ia the xr 
he aſled us, what we thought of Chriſt: and a 
E thoughts are of Chill ſo is God's thought 
O but this queſtion. grieved me ſore: 406 
thoughe if God had no higher thoughts of me, tha 
had of glorious Chriſt, they were but mean and low: 
thoughts. He preached on Job xxiii.'3. O that I knew 
where 7 might ind him! But the Lord hid his face; Nen 
and/ theſe words always pe ge my mind, Let death 
upon them ſeize, and down let them go quick into hell, 
Whereupon I thought theſe with whom 1 had joined 
ſweet counſel to God's houſe, and wert in friendly 
ſociety with, would come with Chriſt, to paſs the 
ſentence of condemnation againſt me, although they 
were the beloved of my ſoul. Becauſe of the enemy's 
oppreſſion, I went e. er "WF turm ene at 
„ much gone. i 
One day I was going into a room to  fweep i it, andj 
Ifaw. a Bible in it: I took the Bible in my hand to 
_ my own doom, as I thought; but the firſt words 
I looked on were theſe, Caſt thy burden on the Lord's) 
but 1 paſſed on to ſeek the threatening ;_ but the next 


l looked on were theſe, Becauſe they never 
ear not. God. When 1 


, thergfore they fe 
5 —_—_— words, the Lord ſo eminently ſhined on his 
20) word, that he made me to ſee that a believer's life 


was a changeable life; a life of abſence and preſence. - 
* - Hfter. 4 ſome time 1 found a cloud ariſing, which 1 
© may ſay, as the. Prophet in another caſe, that at firſt 
it was as a man's hand; but gradually increaſed, til 
it covered the whole heavens, as it were, and hid fm 

un the refreſhing and lightſome rays of. the Suw a4 
Kies ness: and it was a cloud of the longeſt come. 
i topple that ever I as yet met with in the Bouſe of 
„pig * So great a.deadnels ſcinsd e 
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w that ſuch fins and grace could d +» 
l upon which I razed the very foundations. 
About this time I heard Mr. Smiton preach.” He 
ed very much upon the law ; and 1 was fore afraid 
Cher the law-preached, when T could not ſee my in- 
xft in glorious Chriſt, Whereupon Satan, after all, 
id-fo hotly purſue me, that he violently ſuggeſted to 
ay ſoul, that God would ſuddenly deſtroy me, as with 
"thurider-clop which filled me with great fear, aud 
ore pain; inſomuch, that I thought I was under the 
entence of condemuation, and had loſt all right to auy 
ff God's mercies. And the enemy ſtrongly ſuggeſted 
o me, that I ſhould not eat, becanſe I had no O right 
o food; or if I did, the wrath of God would go'down 
ith it. Ts filled my heart with grief and ſorrow. 
At one time heiß de were going to take ſome food, 
young mat eck a bleſſing: he ſpoke a little upon 
heſe word v. 22. Look unto me, and be % | 
ſaved, ol i NY worth for Jam God, and there” Cs 
it none elſe. by arr I thought, O! are therefuch'”® | 
x word as that, Wat calls all the ends of the earth to · 
ook to God, and de ſaved ? I reaſoned with myſelf, - 
urely that word takes me in; for I would have been 
glad to be ſaved both from ſin and wrath. The ens 
my however, ſtrongly ſuggeſted to me, that though 1 
had the external call, that /I would never get the iαπi _ "| 
nal call of God's Spirit? and without that the ext _ 
will not do. Oh! I was fore grieved at the meis- 
choly thoughts of having deceived myſelf : ſo rude'was 
I, and as a beaſt before him; that I could not, in this 
dark hour, live by faith. I was loth to call all that 
ever I met with a deluſion; yet ſo ſtrong was the” 
u t<mptation, I could not read my evidences, or a title 
to his favour, - 1 
One time I took my Bible in my band byt I ud 
not find any comfort in it. Whereupon the tteſtleſs * - 
enemy did ſorely aſſault me to burn it in the fire, fee- 
"g . find no comfort it it, To ue onſet l was”! 4 


__ 
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' with me, thine anger is turned away, and thou comfort 
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_ 10 f. by the Lord's pity, It hath been 
Ing, to me before now and I held it with both A 
| 


Hands and was made to lay, through) the jay 
- frength, I never will do it.— At this time IW 
ten wonder to ſee any laugh, that I thought had 
 an-iqcerelt in glorious Chriſt, it was leb a 0 8 
me to think of wanting him. 
Oa the Sabbath day "I was much bardload wah a 
dwelling: ſos: Aud, O this is my miſery and burden 
When I would do good evil is prejent with.me. . When 
deſiga to draw near to God, and. promiſe mylelt com 
fort and redreſs in communion with him, then is-evi 
preſent, - O! could I but enjoy my freedom from ĩt ii 
the ſeaſons of duty, what a comfort would that be 
but then is the ſpecial ſcaſon of its operation. — Som 
times I had liberty in our ſoci when 1 could have 
none in ſecret; and this made the tafthink I was no, 
" thing but a hypocrite: But this en not ge 
liberty either in public or private. 5 . 
Oa the Sabbath evening, after ouf eting was part 
ed. T went to the fields for prayer, very much burden: 
ed with my ſin; faying, with the apoſtle; O wretche 
that I am! who ſball deliver me from this bog. 
wand death? O Lord, I long for victory over it 
ang that through the blood of the Lamb. Now, the 
Le dealt kindly with me, and rebuked Satan; and he 
© hs ever ſuffered me to be tempted abore meafurdl 
bit has, to this day, always with the temptations, 
gien a way of eſcape. 
When I went to prayer, the Lord ſo- ſhined upon 
own word, Iſa. xii. 1, 2. Though thou waſt angry 


off me. Behold, God is my ſatvation ; I will truſt, and 
nat be afraid. O with what joy did this fill my fool 
L was, , lied with peace, joy, and comfort.—In this 
* {eaforait duty, I got all ſcruples and fears baniſhed: ar 
way: Now I got my love inflamed ; renewed care 


\ deep 3 iba increaſe of ſtrength ; a deſire to b 
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nn. mortification to the 


—4 fy . #hi my ſpirit wa rerwhelmed v5 
thin me, on account of the Church, and for a de TIT 
God and ory. Alas ! what matter of gri 
fee ſo few owning a covengated-work of — $820 1 
long as our church clave to theſe our covenants, it 
| out with them as it did with king Aſa, 2 Chro-. 
. 2. that he Lord was with them, while they were." © 
th him. But, ry 1 are going off theſe foun | 
ations, both ag to doctrine and 2 The _ 
dicatories of this church are ſo far infatuated, as (o 
ruſt out, from church communion and ſodety, faith 
watchmen, becauſe of their faĩthfulneſs.— This was . 
atter of great, grief to my {OWl: and it caufed Chriſt's 
ep, who know. biggrolee,. but will nor follow 2 
ranger, to wander from-fea to ſen, and from one part. 
f the land to anather,. to hear the pure and ſavoury © EE 
ford of the Loxd: and for no other reaſon, but de⸗ 
auſe of their non to intruders and hi " ls 
nd ſuch as the ure denominates to be wolves, 
leves, and e With maoy ſuch our pulpits ate 
J.—And many alſo were the provocatious of as. 
nd of day 1 our ſolemn covenants, wheee-. 
ith this land had bonnd themſelves n. Lord, 


4% * 


po little regarded, by a great. — : IAH gant. 
Ire, itaeſs to, hear one of our mien f. 0 2 


* N _ 
generation had nothing to 1 0 theſe old eh 
venants. “ 1 

All this filled my ſoul with fear, leſt glorious 
ould be provoked not to return again to poor. St 
and. 5 if he would not return with a preached 
goſpel in plenty and purity, we had been the cruel . 
Y 2 who had ſinned him away from ourlelpes, * 
Poſterity. 3 

Qne time, when IE perplexed in ſpirit, . 
0 prayer ; and the Lord was graciouſly pleaſed e 


5 furs, grougds 5 boys, 1.89). Jean 5 8 
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a6 
m to him as a covenant - keeping God, ok 
de a e people. . Ah ! when hee 
venants ſhall be revived, that hall be like a reſurreA 
on from the dead: they were buried in diſhonour;; but 
they ſhall riſe in Honour. My ſoul long 


s fo ſee it. 
The Lord has taken poſſefifon of the eutmoſt ends of the 
earth for his poſſeſſion, f Pfal. ii. 8. to be the Father's gift 

- . to the Mediator: it is his own ground by gift, con- 
queſt, infeftment, and poſſeſſion. ' And the Lord bore WF® 
in on my mind, by an irreſiſtible gale of his Spirit, that Im 
be would yet ay concerning this part of Sion, Here i 
my reſt, and here 1 dejire to dwell. At which my ſoil 
cryed, So be it, O Lord, although thou ſhouldſt caſt 

us jato a ſeven times heated furnace of affliction. 
Adotber thing that till burdened my ſpirit was, thy 
ant of a faithful miniſter amWgſt us, to break the 
| bread of life to our ſouls. One day after this, our ſo- 
cictics appointed a day of faſting: they deſired to hum? 
ble themſelves for the many diſhonours done to God, 
by themſelves and others; and likewiſe defired that the 

Tord would remove all ſtumbling- blocks out of the 

Way of our getting a faithful ſhepherd among us. 
And here I defire to remark, to the glory of the blefs 
ſed heater of rayer, that he ſent his word with ſuch 
power and life into my ſoul, that it made me believe 
that gur Lord beholds his church with an affectiondte 
chasern; for the words were, I have feen,” 1 have ſeen 
ie ent of my people which are in Egypt; and'1 

"= oe heard their groanings, Acts vii. 34. And 1 will 

eie you paſtors according to mine heart, ſaith the Loyd, 

. Now Igor a ground of hope to believe that God would 

© give us rs in his due time. And I never got Jeave 
to raze the foundation of my hope: but one time 
very contrary "providence feemed to counteract thg 
accompliſhment of the promiſes ; then I thought 1 had 

_ beliangd in vain. Now, I was afraid that all I had met 

Wirk Was a deluſion of Satan: but when I Was 

WW 
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upon his. word, Iſa. xvi, 5. Let the Lord be glrified; 
** e appear to your Joy. This reyived my hope 
wr to wait upon the Lord, til he ſhavld accom». 
liſh his promiſes; which he did about two years there- 
iter. And, O but the mercy that cometh to a Chit: 
ian, through a promiſe, is ſweet. A l 
Some time after this, I: heard that the ſacrament Was 1 
to be diſpenſed at Stirling; at which I was very glad. 
and many a day before it came, theſe words 87 * 
my mind, Gen. xxxv. 2, 3. Put away the ft range ge 

that are among you, and ariſe and go up to Bethel: to- 
gether with theſe, words, So much the more as you. ſee the 

day approaching. , But I deſired to put the work back 

into the Lord's own hand, I looked for a refreibing 
time at the ſacrament ; and it had been ſo to me before. 
But upon the Saturday my heart · plagues were ſoſtrong- 
ly raging within my ſoul, that I was afraid all that. 
ever I met with was bat a deluſion of Satan: for my, 
heart, I thought, was as hard as the ground I then fat 
upon ; and was ſore grieved at the thought of my. hay- 

ing deceived, myſelf: And my grief laſted till the Sab-, 
bath day. -One of the miniſters ſerving. a table, ſpoke _ 
upon theſe words, This is my Beloved ; and this is is m 
Friend, 0. daughters of I When I heard thela _ i 
words, I thought, O if I could apply them to myſelf; 2 
I would rather than ten thouſand worlds. Wbere-⸗ * 
upon the glorious hearer of prayer was pleaſed to Ee =Y 
41 rme my requeſt ; for then the Lord ſo ſhined upon these 
vil MY words, This is my Beloved, and this is my Friend; 1-8 

l was "wade to ſay, O what aner love is this! - 

ud Well may I ſay his love is not after the manner of man. 

ave O his love filled my ſoul with wonder, joy; $69 belies - 

ex © ing. I rejoiced with joy unfpeakable ; and aroſe and - 

we came to the table of the Lord. Mr. John Clilagd er 
12d 

net 

ing 

10- 


e 77 * 
. 


ed it; and he ſpoke on theſe, words, What is thy b 
tion, queen Efther ?. and what is thy requeſt? and bs 
be 2 thee. He addreſſed by, ſelt to the commu- | 


nicauts, . What! Je you yournequi RAR... 
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rb THIRD. 4 — 
nd fot accent i what befel "OT Ow 
miniſtry of Mr Mdcara. Her 14 ferzed with 2 
lingering trouble, and what wits both diſtreſſin dig and 

ſupporting to her therein * her e there | 


From. r 


IT pleaſed the Lord 58. eee e the 
oſpel, which was to 2 — Joy, and the accompliſh» | 
Miniſter, Mr. Jorn Mana, preached On Was, Mats. 
Ki. 4. All things are ready, come unto the ö 
) this was a joyful day to me ! +Now, I muſt ſay, to 


praiſe of the Lord be it ſpoken, in hearing this 


— 


$a viniſter's ſermons, the Lord was fo condeſcending is 
ni e, as to diſcover Chriſt, and heaven, and glory, in 


uch a manner as filled me with wonder; and he 
ured me, that all my ſins were forgiven, O admire». 
able free grace! O help me to praiſe him Pile him, 
D my ſoul.—I thought I had ſinned him away from | 
ne; but, n a ed 
Although I got my former expericgtes coofirmed by 
Mr. M*Cara's miniſtrations ; yet I was ſachs 
to a life of faith, that whenever the Lord hid his fare, 
I concluded all ts be but a deluſion. I could not, in 
che dark hour, live by faith : but, whatever changes 
had through the week, I got my caſe well ſpoken ts 4 
a en the Sabbath, by our miniſter. —For the moſt part, 1 
had a elear ſummer of ſun-fhine, till it p e 
Lord to lay his afflicting hand upon me, whereby 1 


- vas laid under a long afflition ; and all thought 1 
© dying, extopt them who had Ms ret e - 
MY vith them; theſe told me, that wy" /ichnaft has nat | 


650 dt, bt fr th gin 7 that the * 
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might be glorified ther, —It pleaſed the Lord to cr 


tinue _—_ wonted manifeſtations to me under my afflc, 
tions: and, by the preſence af Chriſt with me in the 
furnace, this Arey gr of afflition, was made like the 
garden of the Lord. O pleaſant affliction when Chriſty 
preſence is in it! This made me often to think, 0 
What matter ol ſong of Nuit bad I to ting of in wy 
«fiitions ! | 
One day as 1 was in meditation on David's ſong of 
mercy and judgment, Pſalm ci. 1.; I wondered how 
- David could join mercy and j together, as-mat- 
ter of a ſong of praiſe to God; for I ſaw ſo much merg 
in my afflictions, that I thought. I had no ground 10 
fing of judgment, but all of mercy, —Bout at another 
1 when I was meditating on this, immediately it was 
impreſt on my ſpirit, had not God of his infinite goods 
neſs and mercy, execute j upon glorious Chrill 
F would never have had a ſong of mercy to ſing of 
but all of judgment. But, O — — ſweet matter of a 
ſong was this to me, ſeeing. judgment and juſtice was 
executed glorious Chriſt, in my law- room and 
_ tead! Then 1 — I might ſweetly join DoF OM 
Judgment together, as matter of a ſong. 
boogh I enjoyed much of the Lord's covticnang 
in this:aMiQtion ; yet I had alſo my trials: One thing 
at burdened me much was the ſituation of my-father's 
e. becauſe none of them I apprehended, were ſeel 
Jug alter glorious Chriſt, but my father himself. Many 
| 8 uwe Went to the throne of grace for them: and 
- | theſe words came into my mind, as the anſwer of my 
Papers, Jer. iii. 19. But I aid, How ſhall I put the 
the children? However, I muſtered up many 
objedtions againſt all grounds of hope for them. At 
theſe words were borne in with power on 
ad, Iwill give them a name better than that q fan 
. and I will write upon them ti u 
dane of my Cad, and the name of the city of my G 
— ef 2agy that the Lord wal 
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ike a dealing with ſome of them; on which my diſ- 
ouragement evaniſhed for ſome time. 
During this ſickneſs, I had much grovnd to be deep- 
y humbled for my ohſtinacy and rebellion againſt the 
ill of God.” I could not attain to a ſubmiſſion to the 
ivine will. I longed exceedingly to be off the world, 
vhere I might be admitted to the neareſt acceſs to my 
Redeemer. O this unmortified heart-plague, ſelf! O 
his ſinful ſelf, it greatly diſhonours God. O that I 
ould put God's glory inits room, —Surely it is as much 
in act of grace, to be willing to live in obedience to 
od's holy will, as to be willing to die when he calls 
to it. Then the breathings of my foul were, O that 
ny life were ſpent in his ſervice! A life ſpent in the 
ervice of God, and communion with him, is the moſt 
omfortable and pleaſant life that any one can ive in 


made me to cry, O when' ſhall the time of my pilgri- 
mage, and the days of my bauiſhment be fioiſhed; that 


1 


I had alſo many preſſures in my ſoul: and; àmidſt 
my downcaſtings, I had the roaring 


enemy would perſuade” me, that all that een Jammer 
with was a deluſion: upon which I razed ie wer 
foundation ; I could not, in this dark hour, he bx 


he would cry to God by prayer on my behalf, Ac; 
ingly he went out to prayer ; and I cryed t 

of the depths: But I was afraid that God.woulaq age: - 
hear our ptayers; and this filled my heart-with grief _ 
O that unworthy, ſiaful, and wretched l, knew how- 


van che point of giving over all hope, then Chi, 


his world. O that I could praiſe him for his love to 
ne, one of the vileſt worms. In the time of my ſick - 
neſs the Lord ſweetly manifeſted himſelf to me, which 


may get home to my Father's houſel+/ 2 os 
la this ſickneſs, which was long and "lingering, ale <7; 
bough 1 had moch ſweet commenion with God geg 


When the Lord hid his face, I was troubled; and W 


faith. Upon which I told my Father, and defired W 


to o mend glorious Chriſt for his love! For, When! 


. . be is become my falvation,—O what ground of eie 


s 
* 


Wies the Lord turned me back Inte the wildernel 
SIG again, O bow diſcontentedly did my heart rife again 
tie ill of God 1 O it is a Wonder that the Lord did 


hot doldiy and curiouſly ſearching i 
Ps But. O what ſhall I ſay of the wonderful condefcend- 


raptions? I found my heart diſcontentedly ji og 


_ "the yoke; It was not, however, for the — | 
_w3:afliftions ; for 1 could for is all that fas of fora 


_ "into the harbbur of glory, where I might enjoy m 


MiEMOIRES: as 1 


came and ſtepping inf in theſe words, Gen, vj 
11. And the dove came in to by in the evening ; and, þ 
in her mouth was an olive-leaf pluckt off ; Se Noah: 
that the waters were abated, O what ſweetgeſs 1 ond 
in theſe words | for: I was perſaaded that, my faths 
would come in to me, with the oliye-legf of the — 
miſc, that the waters of the wrath of God were abate 
And he came in with theſe words, Rev. iii. 1 2. Han 
that overcometh, will 1 make @ pillar in the bouſe of 1 
God ; and he ſhall go no more out. O the condeſcend 
ence of God, to ſtoop ſo low as to pardan a rebel, and 
be reconciled and pacified to me, after all I had done! 
After which, my ſoul was filled with joy. and peace 
bglieving ; it was a joy paipeakable and glorious,” has 
ing pow got good hope through grace, that though iy 
WAS angry, yet now his anger was turned away, 39 


33. 


has — e - 


ing wes his to me, OBE my en wh x 
the Savionr. 


"Afiee alh.O what all Het ay vatgortifed ood 


gainſt God. Surely I was as a bullock + 


=” of igjaſtice done to me. B 
thought gyery blaſt of fore affliction wonld blow me 


Lord without any; interruption, But in this are 


nos caſt me into hell, for my rebellion againſt his ſone⸗- 
reign wil. O I could not win to « ſubmiſſion to bis will; 
into his {eccet will; 


a , 
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110 FOURTH, | 


ving —— of Aue trials and = YoBurd's Wt 


that ſhe mot with after ther recoueey 5 together with = 
what” aceurrences took place, during the time ſbe 
remained under Mr. N e in the NIE 


1 (09 e 


IT WY now pl pleaſed the Lord to FO me Pry 
long diſtreſs, m 7 great enquiry Was, to know what 
> might mean by this lingerin grring, affliction. And ſo. 
Fat was the condeſcendeney God to me, at this 
„chat he bore in upon my mind theſe three ſcrip-, 
4 This is the will of Gad, even your ations." 
Thef. iv J —1 ſtall nat die, but pe kf Oties the 
orks of the Lord, Pſal, cxviii. 1 7.—Bind up ms 
my, ſeal the law among my difciples, Iſa het I 
ut my heart Aiſcomentrdly roſe againſt them; an 
en I found nothing but confuſion. | 
Though the Lord had now delivered me from. a 13 
og atflictions, yet I reckoned that but a ſmall mere. 
with what contempt did I lopk upon the world and. 
ves things: — be Lord again hid his face; and the 
y of fig. and 3 ot nl 3 of me: hays. 
ſtorm af trying providences comes, and ſeems to iy 

adict the promiſes ; ſa that I was tempted to call alt 

e promiſes delgſions : I could not know the cal lag», - - 
vage of the dif} penſations. The time of the ſacramenc. © 
eing to be diſpenſed drew near, which. bred many 
oubts in my mad ; for I knew not what U ... 
On the Sabbath that Mr. John M Cara int 
crameat, he faid, ** That it was a cuſtom, in olg times 
o releaſe a priſoner at the feaſt ; aud he N 
d, who knows but the Lord may releaſe A 
loger at chis feaſt? If ſo, then ye ſhall Baye 4 g 
the night, * the a . 18 * and. - 
W 
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cc the fields for ſecret prayer, theſe words came with 


DE tqtereſt in Chriſt was made as viſible to me, as it had been 
85 poſſible for the tongue of men or angels to declare the 


34 M E MOIXK ES OY 
gadneſs of heart, as when one goeth With a 
come into the mountain of the Lord, to the 22 
one of Iſrael,” — This was good news to me indeed far 
it was night with my ſoul.” "ER 
On the Saturday Ar, Mr. M- Cara ſpoke 60 theſe 
5 == Prove me now herewith, ſaith the Lord of Hoſts, 
T will not you the windows of heaven, and pot 
ou out a bleſſing, 1 there ſhall not be room inan 10 
receive it, Mal. iii, 10. O the ſweet intercourſe 1 got 
with the Lord this night !——When I was going out 


power, Song vii. 11, 12. Come my Beloved, let us gi 
farth into the fields ; let us lodge in the villages + Let us 
get up early to the vineyards ; let us ſee if the vine flote 
E- ; whether the tender grape ape appears, and the pomegra 

s bud forth : there wi ve thee my loves. O how 
- ſweet and abbr were Ke words to me O this 
was a ſweet night to me indeed, where I enjoged com- 
munioh and fellowſhip with the Lord I O the Jove and 
joy 1 was filled with! O that I may never forget the 
communion'I had in this place. I may call this platt 
Ebenezer, or Bethel, where I met with God. O but 
it was a comfortable night to me; a night wherein hy 


written in golden letters before mine eyes. II is inthe 


* OO = pwr cc . eee 


- Jay and comfort 1 experienced. —O that I conld- bleſs 
"the Lord for his loviog kindneſs to me. 1257 
About two or three days after this communion, whet 
1 Lg _— my ordinary employment, I got leave to 
it " God 10 every ſtep of m ——_— 
2 i wonder, viewing this work 
fo gloriouſly difplayed, I went out to bleſs and praiſe 
the Lord whp had made me to rejoice in his ſalvation: 
but, when I was at prayer, the roaring lion did attack 
me ſuddenly ; and with one of his fiery darts, ue © 


— 
— 


09 


2 _ Wounded me. My proſperous fate was guet fund Ml 


* n to me, W of 
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nothing but a hypocrite, for ye.only loye God for his, 
benefits, not for holineſs; which hypocrites do. To 
which I ſaid, that is : truth, for I Know not what it 
is to loye God for hi? holineſs,. O bow vexing was. 
this to me? I went out rejoicing ;..but I came in again 
full of ſorrow. . O the ſudden change I experienced 
for a little before, I thonght I was as it had been at 


the ſuburbs of heaven; but now.braught-down ta th 
borders of hell: for, ſince the firſt day that glorious 
Chriſt revealed himſelf to me, L could never live out of. . 
the ſight of my intereſt in him, but in great extremity, 
Thus perplexed, I began to examine what length 
I had come in the way of God; or whether a hypo- 
wp, might not attain 5 L.had, aan de . BA 
aving grace. I prayed; and ſo did the proud Phg- 
riſee, Tas with the godly ; and ſo did the fooliſ 
virgins, - I communicate; and. ſa did theſe hypocrites. 
I have a delight in ſeeking the Lotd; and ſo had theſe, 
Ifa. Iviii; 2. I am free of groſs out-breakings ; and la, 
was the young man, Mark x. 20.—Now, what am I 
more than theſe? They can never love God for His 
holineſs ; but they way, love God for his benefits. This 
induced me to ſend many a peiition to the thrane of 
grace. But I ſaid, O this is a depth I will never win, 
out of again: but that word Nil haunted. my, min 
For my thoughts are not as your thaugbrs. Q how. 
I teſtify the goodneſs of God, ,who is always a fs 


1 
* 


in time af need to poor faithleſs, undeſerving, and πƷJ‚n- 
grateful me ? rere hg 2 AST " 
The Sabbath morning, Vir. Ni Cata prefaced- o, 
Pſalm cxvi.. 2, The farraws of death compaſſed ne, 75 © 4-5" 
the pains of hell gat hold upon me: 1 found trouble and. 
ferrow. And I mult ſay, to the praiſe of the Lord, 
he was helped to ſpeak as pointedly to my caſe, as.it 
be had knowa all my. thavghts.-This da be was 
God's meflenger to me, as many a ume he had been, _ 


8 
where I have found breathings of the Spirit 7 3 
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from teftruftion «Beſt hint all 7 ny 
| d as mp Lord ſhall help me, 1 fhalf recbrd E 
His kindueſs 1 met with 1 this facrambent. = tht 
could ſo do it as to make every one that n 
fall in love with the Adtely and ſweet Jeſts. 
I was then under the miniſtry of Mr. M*Getz, 10 6 
year 1753. I defire to remark, to the glory or Gal 
FI could really do it, this being a time of ſpecial n 
nifeſtations, after a dark night of deſertion. I may wel 
remember this day with wonder and admiratioii at th 
love of God in Chriſt Jeſus. In the morning, when 
was at ſecret prayer, I got near acceſs to the throhe g 
gar, where I got my heart poured out before thi 
d, with a great deal of ſweetneſs AAR 0 
ſpirit attendiog it. — At this time there was à burt 
hid on my ſpirit for the, Church: I was afraid thi 
the Lord was about to depart from us; but thi 
morniug I got leave to plead with him for the Churel 
as à man doth with a reconciled friend; and he fill 
my mouth with arguments. And I defired to b 
Þumbled for my own fins, and for the ſins of the 7 
ation whereof I was a member; and for the fi 
_ of the land which hath provoked the Lord to depa 
from us. Being thus concerned, O how ſweetly wi 


ſtkeſe words brought in on my mind, Beνα˖, hav” 


grauen thee upon the palms of my hands ; thy walls ant 
before me. O this made me wonder at hit 
| : for be drew afide the vail, and made ine ſee into! 
the ſecret of his covenant, whereof I can neither hea m 
| por write to any purpoſe.” ' © af 
But when I was coming to the dr funncep chi yr tl 
adverſary of God and man aſſaulted me with his He 
darts, in order to kee — me back from paying in ih 
tribute of praiſe which was due by me, to my greg! 
deliverer, who had looſed my bands, The enemy Tug U 


. Feed. to . that my enjoyments were but the i 


3 y believers' or hypocrites may Hagel " 
{mes in the Wore: "Bat [ think, Joy in the hy. C 


— _ cw ö — — . 
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expedient for me that he ſbould. go away, ts 
| again. 
bot ſay, to the pmiſe of the Lord, the laſt day of 


Was a time of feaſting indeed I may well call the pl 
Wer the Lord. 
8 who are for putting away all the 


* are ain.deprining poor ſouls of a feaſt on theſe. occaſion 
il. it lay ip their power to hinder. it. They. ſay 1 
2. matter, Behold what a wearmeſs is it to ſerve. God 


cChagcch are many ways overthrowing theſe foundatic 


. - thought that it would have been diſputed. in Sco 
iet Chriſt, the king of Sion, hath a fixt goverar 


= JR Ing: Scotland never inden 


| Horn preach on theſe words, Mark iv. 11. And he ak 
une them, Unto you it is given to know the myſteries 


, * "YO faund no n in it: N — 


to me yet I came away with a ſorrowful heart fra: 
the ordinances, becauſe my Lord told me, that it inbg 


I canbr 


tual enemies were to meet with me 


feaſt. was the eſt day of it. I never before exp 
rienced the like on the laſt day of a ſolemnity. "Thy 


a-Bechim, a place of n or, a Bathet, a} 


How reprovable then xe tbeſe winiſlers aa * 
ngs about i 
vramental occaſions, but the faſt-day-and the Sabbath; 
days 19, hen Go when the Lord — been pleaſed te 
o much of his couatenance on theſe days? They 


and they have ſnuffed at it, faith the Lord of Heft. 
It is to be lamented; that the judicatories of t 


bath as to doctrine and goverument. Who would ha t 
in his viſible church ? How will ye exhonour. — t 


at the hand of God and of Chriſt, who lay no othig 
bunden upon you then this, Hold faſt till I come. 


gr 2 year 1754. I attended a the diſpenſation of 
the facrament in Glaſgow. On Saturday, I heard Mr 


the kingdam of God. In the time of this diſcourſe Lgoll 
lenve to feed ſweetly ;- and I had a great deſire to hen 
him again on that text, which I did upon the Sahbat 
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M AIR ION LATRD. 4 
ve ſeep my ſins written ppon wyjudgments, formy, 1 
T ting the Lord to that n | 
After Mr. Horn had finiſhed: bis diſcourſe, Mes | 
Cara preached on theſe words, Our 1 
heaven, - He ſpoke of many proſeſſors who bad a 
ofeſſion of religion, and yet nad not their converſa- 
on in heaven, "He ſaid, that many wonld come that 
in a profeſſion of religion, and not have their con 
rſation in heaven; as thoſe we read of in Iſa. lvill. 2. 
e ee e and delight to know my ways," a 
nation that did righteouſneſs, and forſook not the ordi- 

5 en of their Cale they aſk of me the ordinamcet ꝙ ju-· 
ice ; they take delight in approaching to Cod. 'Theſer 
arks that he ſpoke of filled my ſoul with perplexity? 
or the cloud was ſo dark that was upon thy ſou], that 
could not ſee to read my evidences, or a title to his 
wour: and 1 was afraid that all I ever met with was- 


By this time, the communicati work bf the day 
almoſt over, and I knew not what to do; for 1 


a afraid that I would betray Chriſt if I went 
drward, to his table. 1 ſtood perplexed, till Mr. 
Cara roſe to ſetve the laſt table. Then theſe words 


rere born in upon my mind, My by halt ye between two 
—_ If the Lord be God, follow him ; or if jour" 
ls be God, then embrace them, I could ſtay no longer, 
ut went to the table. Mr. M*Cara gave ſome marks 


loud ſtill temained on my ſoul: but a little after tl. 
t pleaſed the Lord to draw aſide the vail, that 1 1 


ſight as 1 deſire never to forget it again + Ia H 
eart's love to me from all eternity. O for anjhearr 


80 Chriſt. O that love of his 1 When 1 tak 
en his love, and the enmity of my own _ Gat 
e 5 a Hght i is it! 
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f a ſaving faith, at which I was fore ſhaken';- for be 
got ſueg 
alarged as the ſand upon the ſea-ſhore to love him? ky 


can never truſt precious Chriſt too much, and 'mylelf” 2 . 
oo little; for I had no thought of ſuch anienjoymetie®” 


4 . MEMOIRES "Of 36 \V 
when at the 1 got leave to behals 
n tare” jp — wb Q that I's 
| him for hig love Fi Loa had the. ng 
cf head. angels I could nat expreſa his love. 1.th 
of the love of God, and x gh ofthe 

0 out on hearts, is a very Ng INN 
is-alt Is 
17 


ä Q chat [ cquld praiſe him for bis love: O, 
Jaye: him, O my ſoul. _ 
Mr, James Erſkine cloſed the wark. 10 the aim 
af his preaching I gat leaxe ta feaſt ſweetly on the fru 
of the bleſſed apple · tec. The Lord hath been paledy 
pain me with his love; and my pain groweth throug 
want of real poſſeſſiou. 0 wonderful love to ſo de 
Taue lo pres and mode nens 4 eee 
am 


PERIOD. FIFTH. 


This teried preſents ws with feveral * of # 
_/ deep diſtreſs of mind ſbe was brought into, on 1 
* Lord's withdrawing bimpelf from her, and Sata 
_ Femipting her even 10 take away her natu-a) life; 

' 4pith The agreeable relief ſhe found on the Lora 
_ relugn, and be beneficial Mr. Cock an 

B (6 ber fer this purpeſe. * ay, 


AY 80 time after inis agreeable diſplay of the 
aus Lord's goodneſs to my poor ſoul, I found, on wy re 
turn home, the claude grifing again, which covered 
the whole heavens, as it were, aud hid from. me the 
refreſhing and lghtſome rays of the Sun of Rightequi: 


' - neſs; My beart-plagues alſo prevailed ; and, Which hn 


was moſt Giftreſipg, the Lore continued to hide by rh 
farm from me. 
Joch was the Lord's adele however, 10 wk 
. . that 1 till enjoyed the means of grace: And on 
Sabbath day, Mr. Cock * upon Ru voi 


© \g 1 ws 
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| NM ACTE ED MEND. . 44 
A t. v. 6. Humble n iy and 
| > He ſpoke of the ſins. that brite gh the Lord 
Lek his. hand; and alſo of Haß ſins of not being 
when God's band vs Or —— Then 1 
— I had not been humb 7e the enmity 
my beart; and I Was afraid that ſins and grace 
; ald not dwell, together. On this the adyerfary ag 
ſted to we, “ That although I was exalted, li 
Ame Capernaum, to heaven, — I ſhould be — 
a Jowa to hell.” I owned, that was true, I have been 
xalted, and little matter of that, although I ſhould 
: brought n to. hell, if I were-kept from baning 


dag ere. 
grieved, theſe wards came 


When 1 8 thus 2 
ito my mind, Ruth i. 16. ere thou gogſt, I will go. 
t which 1 thought, although the Lord mould caſt me 
own to hell, he would be there: he is here by his 
ower-z... his juſtice is there. 
went (till on in my unbelieving thooghts of God, 
Il theſe words came into my mind with power, See- 
g they erucify to themſelues the Son 54 God afreſh, and 

bim — — Heb. vi. 6, with 2 Sam, xvi. pe 
DT 6h kindnefs to thy friend? O Sirs, he hath ſham- 
| me with his kindoels. - 0 pierced my very heart, 
think of my having piexced glorious Chriſt, for which 
might go mourning grave, —Q9 wonderful 
ove, that ever the Lord * friendſhip to ſuch 
rebellious. creature as Fam } It is a wonder of metey 
hat he did not caſt me dowa to hell: But full of pity 
ie forgave my ins, and did not lay me.— Then, G 
ow did it griere my heart, when Lythought on m 
ogratefulneſs to ſo kind a Lord 1 viewed myſelf as 
dne that had, with a ſword, pierced the heart of a dea 
riend: and, indeed, Chriſt is the beſt Friend. Thie 
nade me to go mourning when 1 thought on my dear 

ord, bew I had wounded kim: in the houls ve * 
friends. | | 15 * 


aan 
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42 NME MO IRE S gs i | 
As 1 was coming from the ordinances, a' goaly w 
man that I was acquainted with, aſked me, How T'was 
with a ſmiling face. To whom I ſaid, «© Of ye fav 
% my heart, as God ſeeth it, ye would never ſmile up 
« on the like of me.” However, my trouble was 
great, that I was obliged to take my bed, being griev 
, ed at the melanchbly thoughts of crucifying the 80 
of God afreſh by utbelief, and putting him to an ope 
ſhame. I imagined I had deceived myſelf; and [-w: 
afraid that all I had ever met with was a deluſion« 
Satan: and my Bible became to me as a ſealed book: 
On the Sabbath day Mr. Cock preached on Plaln 
Ivii. 1. Be merciful to me, O God ; for my ſoul trufteth 
in thee, One note he had was to this purpoſe, Th 
although the wicked ſhould lie in hell 10 all-eternity 
« they could never pay the whole debt owing to th 
« juſtice of God: but Chriſt, the glorious farety, wat 
© bound to pay the whole debts owing by an ele 
« world, in virtue of the covenant of works; yea, H 
% magnified the law and made it honourable, by his obe 
1 dience: and thus he recovered a title to eternal life? 
When Mr. Cock was ſpeaking on this note, I ſaw 
bright diſplay of redeeming love, with power, | ſhige 
in upon my ſoul; and affo a bright diſplay of the fut- 
, ferings of glorious Chriſt in my room. I got leave to 
© behold that the angel of the Lord did vondrouſiy is 
the work of purchaſing our redemption. | 
In the interval of worſhip, I went to prayer: one of 
my requeſts was, that the Lord would come out wich gn. 
his ſervant, and manifeſt his glory amongſt us. Aud k 
, theſe words were borne in on my mind with power, Nen 
Prov. viii. 20. J load in the way of righteouſneſs, in iu a o 
bat of the paths of judgment. I — was a Wreſtling 
ſpirit given me to plead with the Lord; 'and#he filled: 
my mouth with arguments, and allowed i me to peu 
with him as a man dotłr with a reconciled. friend. ae 
that I could love him. When I came into the mecting 
houſe, * 4 io Plalm Cxvi. from the” ag ning; 
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I bus the Lord, becauſe my voice 
And prayers he did hear. 
1 while I live, will call on bim, 
Milo bow'd to me his ear. 
a which I invited the whole cotiaregitiog 6 to join with Yy 
xe in loving and praiſing him for his love.— Again, f 
he glorious hearer of prayer condeſcended to draw aſide 
e vail, that I might get a ſight I would never forget 
gain. O that exceeding: great glory that I ſaw by 
ith, in the perſon of the Son of God! O it is an un- 
peakable glory; I can neither ſpeak nor write about it: 
—_ my ſoul with wondering at his love; and that 
ry ſo filled my ſoul, that I thought 1 could. beholdg 
0 a of it in this clay tabernacle, which made me 
ry, 0 when will the day break, and the ados flee 
ay, that I might win to behold his ory, without 
nter poſition, within the vail, where no ſhadows would 
rer intercept the glorious rays of his bleſſed face again. 
And this diſplay of his glory had an abiding args 
on on my ſoul for that whole week. | L 
On the next Sabbath morning, however, whew ra- 39 
aked out of my ſleep, my ſpiritual enemies within my 
art raged ſo, that 1 was made to cry out, O ureteb- | 
woman that I am ! who ſball deliver me from the bo- : 
of this death Mr. Cock preached on the ſame text 
e was on the day before: but, O how taſteleſs was 
to me, for as ſweet as it was to me the day before? 
But now, ee had withdrawn himſelf, prog war 
ene. 
Between the n and eb 8 Coming 1 
ent to the place where I ſaw his glory he day before, 
/ any to pray; but I could not open my mouth: 
de thou 


ghts of God's being angry with me terrified + | 
Ben he: 7 ford grief and trouble, His terrible majeſty” | 
| nade me afraid. I fat down aſtoniſned. Then the 
eme, who is ever watchful for his opportunity, did 
ei aſfault with that temptation, to take away my | 
E and the rr was covered N 7 -& 
1 r 
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44 MEMOIRES or ' | 
that maſk that it would put an end to indwelling ſing, 
which I ſo much wanted; and this was ſomething 3. 
- greeable to me: for I could be ſatisfied to have indwell- 
ing os put to an end, becauſe they are fo diſhonour; 
ing to God, and hurtful: to my own ſoul. And che 
enemy ſuggeſted to me the ſuitableneſs of the place, it 
being a very ſolitary one at a water-fide where none 
would ſee me. that I could bleſs the Lord for his 
faĩchfulneſs, who never ſuffered me to be tempted abovy 
that he made me able to bear ; bub with the temptation, 
made a way of eſcape, Then theſe wards came into my 
mind with power, He that ſhall endure unto the end, 
the ſame ſhall be ſaved, Mark xiii. 13.; at which 'the 
fled from me for a ſeaſon. Glory be to God, 
who hath delivered me from the fubtile fowler's ſuart 
for in that he himſelf hath ſuffered, being tempted, he 
able to futcour them that are tempted. * © 
O what need of watchfulneſs after enjoyments. 
_ think the devil never aſſaults a Chriſtian more violent- 
ly, than immediately after his enjoyments :' then fb 
Blaſt of the terrible one is as a ftorm againſt the wall 
At ſuch times ordinarily a Chriſtian Toſes the grace o 
fear. After we are in part brought near the King, W 
ſhould beware of ſinging the triumph before the victory, 
When we are brought even within ſight of Chriſt, then 
we are ready to cry out, My mountain ſtandeth ſtrong, 
ball never be moved. I ſuppoſe, theſe enjoyments 
of Chriſt, that are attended with much ſpiritual fight 
ings, are uſually the longeſt, the ſweeteſt, and aſt 
advantageous. W . I. er 
On the twenty-firſt day of February, 3755. Mr. Cock 
preached on Pfalm Ixxxiv. 7. They go from firength i 
. firength, every one of them in Zion appeareth bs Gal 
This day it pleaſed the Lord to give a gracious diſplay 
of himſelf to me. One day this week, as I was helped 
to a very ſweet meditation on the Jove of Chriſſi 
graciouſly manifeſted himſelf, to me: I got him 1 
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arms of my faith, ou the back of this ſingular dig 
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MARION LALRD. 45 
df himſelf aud his n yy was however bur of lt 
ontinuance. * | 
Soon after this I was Tour  vielenaly aſſavited by the . 
empter to take away my own'life :- he preſented to me 

knife therewith to do it; no perſon being in the houſe 
hut myſelf, - The enemy purſued me ſo cloſs, that 1 
ould not endure ſo much as to ſee the knife in my 
ſight, but laid it away. I complied ſo far; but the 
power of God kept me from the power of Satan. 1 
was fo taken with the temptation, that I did not value 
my own life, but the glory of God. SET ay + 
One night when I was diſcourſing with.a godly: was: Shs 

man, I told her I was ſorely purſued by the , ö. 
She ſatd, ye have need to watch: aud moreover the 
told me of a woman, that was thought to be a godly 
perſon, and yet ſhe was left to take away her own life. 
—O what ſorrow did this fill my heart with, for 1 
thought that would be my caſe ! Horror fook bold of mes 
[ found grief and trouble. 


[ roſe to 71 our own houſe again; but, ſank: th ; 
a trembling f yo and a fear of being left to diſ- 
honour, God, — I Knew not what to do. My grief 


was ſo very great, that I could ſcarce walk upon the 
ſtreets. And as I was coming home, I was violently 
aſſaulted by the enemy to go into the fea,” und drown 
myſelf : but I ſaid, That it would dreadfully diſhonour 
God, and grieve the ſpirits of the Lord's people, Tho 

enemy „That I would do it one time or other; 
At which I ſaid, Woe is me that evet I made a pro- 


feſſion, you l wound reli — the more. 


how I ſhould enter it, leſt the enemy get power over 
me? But juſt as I was coming io to ſt, cheſe wr 
were borue in on my mind, Pſalm cxxi. 8, The L 
ſball preſerve thy going out, and thy coming in, from th "7; 
at even for curmore. Then . 
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feſſion of religion, if I be left to wound it.— The ene x; 3 
my again ſuggeſted, The longer ye continue your ou | 


Wben 1 came to my houſe, I reaſoned with myſelf * 


which is the word Cod. 


oa in the world hath ſo far changed their glory for that 


faithfulneſs in adherigg to them: When I thought ag: 


| 5 theic, iniquities; and even ſend in a bloody ſword to ant 


46 ee r 
ſoul was, Stabliſb thy word unto thy ſervant, who ir d. 
voted to thy fear, Plalm cxix. 38.— I came into my: 
houſe, and mut the door; and I earneſtly: begged 
God, that he would either rebuke Satan, or uphald 
me under his temptations. The Lord then ſeaſonkibly 
brought to my mind the temptations of our bleſſed 
Lord, wherewich the devil tempted him to deny his 
Soaſhip, and to devil worſhip: And the devil ſaid unti 
bim, If thou be the Son of God, command this ſtane that 
it be made bread, &c. Luke iv. 3. ; for, ¶ theſe things 
were done in the green tree, what ſball be done in the dry 
By this I ſaw, that the dear Son of Gad's love Was not 
. exempred from temptation. And theſe words much 
haunted my mind, in Heb. xii, 3. Con ſider him who en- 
dured ſuch. cont radiction of ſinners againſt himſelf, leſt ys 
be wearied and faint in your minds. But, alas ! I wanted 
_ faith to take the bield of faith, wherewith I ſhould be 
able to quench all the fiery darts of the devil : and to take! 
the * of ſalvation, and the fworg of ths Neri 


About this time there was great noice of be French 
armies coming into our land; and great preſs for men 
all vhich made me ſore afraid. Wben 1 thought up- 
on our great and grievous backſlidings and apoſtacies 
from God, and from a pure covenanted work of refors! 
mation, and our many abominable practices; no nati- ro. 


which is their ſhame, as we have done, having broken 
our ſacred vows and covenaats, burnt and buried them nd 
in oblirion, and ſhed the biood of the ſaints for theſt his 


all this, I was fore afraid that the Lord might come qu ill 
of is place to puniſh the inhabitants: of the earth for 


0 ihe quarrel of his broken covenant —By: this the: 
enewy got. great advantage over me: for he vie, 
aſſaulted me with his fiery darts, and ſuggeſted 20 , ts 
; * 2 to fail * my on hand, than * = 
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MARTON LATROD. 47 
ands of the uncircumeiſed Philiſtines, leſt they come 
and thruſt me through and abuſe me. To which! 
eplied, Litile matter of that, were l kept from fin; and 
rom diſhonouriig of God. 
One night as I was in my melancholy "MY it pleaſ. 
d the merciful God to ſend in theſe words upon my 
nind with power, Pan. vi. 20. O Daniel, ſervant of 
he living Ged; is thy God, whom thou ſerveſt continually 
ble to deliver thee * This might have ſhamed me out 
df unbelief. The apoſtle,” in Eph. vi. 16. calls faith 
he ſouPs ſhield againſt temptation : and it is called 1% 
_— which we overcome the world, 1 John v. 4. ; 
he ſword, or weapon, by which we atchieve our victo- 
ies. And if fo, then.unbelief, curſed unbelief, difarms_ 
s of both word and ſhield, and leaves os naked of ge: 
ence in the day of battle. At this time theſe words, 
Pſalm n. 24. were e 2 1 * "WF" 
nind, : 


Thou, with thy aue while I liube 00 
Mili me conduct and guid we” 
And to thy gbry afteranira; 0 TOES 
\ Receive me to abide. * 8] r 


Theſe words brought a time freſh to 1 e 
n 1 acted very ſinfully, while I attended on the ſacra- 
nent at Glaſgow, diſpenſed by Mr. Fiſher. I came 
rom hearing ſermon at the tent, into the church, with 
deſign of going to the table of the Lord; but wWben 
came in to the church, I got a ſeat, and fat down, 
ad I thought I would ſit till the laſt table: But, by 1385 
his conduct, I fo provoked the Lord with my im}; that 25 
te let looſe the enemy, in his righteous judgment, to 
ll my heart with blaſphemous thoughts of God, 

hich” I forbear to ſpeak of here. Let none prefer 
ats, or any external conveniency, to the work of the 
ord, on ſuch ſolemn occafions.—1 roſe however and 
me to the table of the Lord; but with, # worſe frame 
wn when I fat down: The Lord, however, was very 
or tene 3: and Was 2 * WALLED * 
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8 M EMOTIRES vn. ” 
| to me, in the of bread. -O wondes 
| love of God, that he ſhould. love ſuch-an-unlovely 
wretch as I am; hd, a little before, had my heat 
Filled with enmity againſt him. Now I was made ty 
took upon him whom I had pierced, and was made to 
© mourn; and [ was fore afraid x that I would diſhonout 
hic; agaln: But when I was thus grieved for. my fin, 
3 afraid leſt I ſhould offend bim more, thoſe words 
were again borne in on my mind with power, Pfale 
Ixxiil. 4. Thou wilt guide me with thy counſel; and aftan 
wards. receive me to glory. I found ſuch à {weetaels 
in theſe words that I was made to cry in my haatt, 0 
the plaiſter is as broad as the fore. | ſaw ſuch a tub 
neſs in theſe refreſhing words, they being both an ample 
ſecurity for time and eternity, that I was. made to feaſ 
deliciouſly upon them: and many a time ſince they 
have been very ſavoury to me; and even now, in the 
time of this ſore combat with the enemy, they 'bay 
* | been refreſning to me alla... 
This fore conflict with the enemy laſted — two 
| / works then it pleaſed the mercityl God to rebuke the 
tempter. And about that time, for the ſpace of other 
two weeks, a great deadneſs feized me; and I bad noilk 
bertpia prayer. When I weat to my devotion I was ofted 
fo ſeized with fleep that I could ſcarce open my mouth 
in prayer ta God. This made me to think upon «mf 
former ways z and I ſaw that I had juſtly. provoked the 
Lord ta depart from me, by the fin of unbelief: Fon 
although the Lord ſaid in his word, Henceforth th 
FSaeings aut and in, Cod lac far ever will, yet 1 did ut 
believe his word. I really thought I would fall a praf 
to the enemy one day or other. 
The firſt Sabbath I could not go tothe ordinance ö 
although they were the very joy of my heart;-« mi" 
trouble was fa exceeding great. The next Sabbath 
beard, but could not apply. Mr. Cock then pre 
upon Pſal. Ixxxiv. 7. They. go;ſrom firungth dee 
till they appear before God im Lian. One note he-bi 


. 7 
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That he knew not 4 ſin but a believer might 
W . it.. This note was a littie fweet 
to me; for I chbught, if Thad ner been a bellevet ia 
Chriſt, I wouid not have been ſo much tempted by the 
devil. But (Hl the er Ang JOY en . 


was far from Me. 
The next Sabbarh-day bar. "Gock ns oö b 0 


of his diſcourſes on the foreſald tent. Ia the applica- 
tion he ſaid, . Becanſe of the ſins of believers, eftrange- 
ment took place between the Lord and their ſouls; and 
they become fike ſtrangers to oue another,” - At which 
ny ſoul cryed, © Lord, ſend on the body what thou 
wilt, but rake not away the light of thy countenance 
from my ſoul.” And it grieved me fore that I had 
ſinned away the Lord from my ſoul. I thought that 
[ was like Adam in the firſt tem ptation for he believ+ 

4 the devil more than God; and ſo did I: inſtead of 
onouring God, by believiag in him, I diſhonouted 
him by unbelief.— And this brotght to my mind 4 
note of Mr. M Cara's; when he was ſpeaking of the 
ſins that provoked the Lord to withdraw the light of + 
his countenance, he ſaid, ** Becauſe they fided ſo ue 
ith the houſe of Saul againſt che houſe of David, and 
lid bear falſe witneſs agaiaſt the Spitit of the Lord, 
n their own ſouls; for which the Lord was provoked 
to let them go long mourning without the ſag,” — 
hen I reffected on this, O how did it pierce my ver, 
heart, to think how often 1 had fianed againſt the WR 
ord ? ; it 
When I was ah fore gained, all: on » foddem; 2 * 
bright diſplay of redeeming — did, with power, ſfüne 
n upon my ſoul, that I was filled with wonder, at the 
amazing good-will of God to ſuch 2 rebellious, un- 
forthy, ungratefa], and rebellious a creature as I was, 
came home wondering at his love; and my mouth 
as filled with praiſe, and my ſoul With] joy. I thought 
never could praiſe God enough: wherenpon I teſolv- 


„ the facrifice . for 
9 


[ . 


© 2TES>:acte3 


N 


a. MEMO 1RES 0 


my great deliverances. Get, ee Lent an 
 Fecret place, where I was often wont to go for pray 
but, at this time, Satan had almoſt afrighted me fron 
it. So ſtrong, however, were knen of a) 
vine love, that I thought, tho? there had been à helf 
| devils there, I would not have been very much afraid _ 
_ of them; for I ſaw the Lord to be more of might 
| far than whole legions of them. 
Ds Ar this time it pleaſed the Lord to double the viſioy 
3 and Amgen at dar gi G 8 9s OY Ons 
: | _excecding greatneſs of that glory that ſo 
that I could do no. more but wonder A k ber 1 


time —I again invited 19 2 in heaven, and 
by. * things Fe. caps to join wit me ia my m OC tons 
C's ſong of gra a e O the fulne / 
e ſaw ig as Chriſt to ſupply all my vau | 
Ta, I th if it had been but poſſible for me 


'” have ſuffered tem deaths, rather than to have gloriqh 
| Chriſt's face clouded. again from me, I would. 52 

| FER ſubmitted thereto ;. but, Ah lit grie ea 
I could love him ſo little. He it ; hoe 
Gvely.—This Sabbath was March 17th, 1755. 
be next ſubject Mr. Cock preached upon was B 1 

—_ D that thou haſt a 


hou lroeft, and art dead. The doQtrine that bs oble | 
. purpoſe, That there is a;getteratial 10 


1 of men. and. women, who have a name.. he he 


be: ye, and yet are amongſt. the congregation, of the Io: 
Wo F Jed.” Among other things, he fad, « Ye will 7 
nk it a hard thing for me to ſay to you that ye HA 
A dame to live, and yet want the thing ſignified by jt 
the name is BLasPHEMY ; I know the blaſphemy of the 1 f 
which ay they are Jews, and are not, Rey. — * 
This laſt week of April, 1755. was the won 
warkable for ſignal manifeſtations of his 57/4 Ta 
before beheld : from Sabbath to Sabbath 1 Wh 
ven upon earth; I never experienced the like of i... 
An under * 8 Tha 


MARION LATRD: 


ruit Was fuer t to my tafte.—One morning, 


ind was gan: Whereupon' 


ommudion with God. Upon which thoſe words wete 
borne in on m 
ill that they alſe whom thou haſt givin me, be with me 

where 1 am, that they may behold my glory. There 
ſuch a glory ſhined forth brightly i in theſe words, 
ba it filed my ſoul with wonder! Now 1 ſaw my 
vill that was once wholly rebellion againft:God, and 


e has'ſaid; 7 will that they 
{ppl fayerh, So be it, * 1 1 A wot 
u Le f. 28. Hail thou that art ig by favour 
rd is with thee : and Jeremiah 

thee with an ever bove.——O irs, this is ide 
auſe of all, hit WBe. 


ev. ni. A. I know thy works, that then haſt A nam that © 


vongſt the living, or amongſt the dead; 'whefeupont 
| thoaght the glorious 
nto me. 
he intervals of public worſhip, I had a deſire 10 f 
one to praiſe him for his love: tho“ I cannot 
Mam aright. I went to a ſolitary place for prayer 
gere was fuch a concern laid on my ſpirit for the church, 
IT almoſt forgot myſelf. There I was made to weep 
Ls | ovens Lent, for our great and grievous defections, 
d apoſtacies from God, and from a pure convenanted ', 


"a deading a 
ben 1 was 
orne in oa my mind with great power, Iſa. Kii. 4. 


NY 2 gt * termed, FORSAKEN ; neither ſball 


G 2 


when I a- 
raked out of Neep, My Beloved had wwithrawn bimſelf, -- 
I, like as the hart for the 
vater brooks ſo panted my ſoul after more and more 


plorious Chriſt's will, ſweetly dere Au * — 2 | 


I have we wr 


On the 27th ot April, "46 e 


* liveft and art dead. When he read out the tet 
looked up to God, and carneſtly begged, that he 
vould let us fee what our name is, whether it be a- 


s hearer of prayer feemed to ſay | 
T live, ye ſbail live alſo.— Between 


8 
works of reformatioa ; or which 1 fear the Lord is 


a quarrel with the inhabitants of tic land. 5 
weeping for thoſe ſins, theſe words were 


my mind with power, John xvil. 2s: > -— Nj 


* 


„ 
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thy land be any mare termed, DeeLaTy 1; but: then 
be called H HAN, and thy: fond BBUL AW 7 
for the. Lord delighteth in thee, and thy land. ſbull be mur. 
ried,;, together with thaſe, words in Hoſea ii. 16. And 
it hall be at that day, faith the Lord, that thou ſbait call 
nme Ian; [that is, my buſband;} and /balt call me n 
mare BAAL1; [that is, my Lord.) O this: wage me 
aſhamed, and to bluſh. before the Lord, to think of 
his loxe to this poor backſlidiog and covenant-breaks 
ug laat: for the fins, whereof Sh Lord ſaeweth to be 


abous ty avenge the quarzel of a hrokeai. covenant, by, 


fword : yet & got leave to lu claim to him a 
by ee} to the church, and. to anf allo. O how 
2 theſe words borne in on my mind. Jer. 
lint. I camembar' thees the hindugſt of th yauth, . the 
8 Pong thine eſpouſals ? To which: I ſaid, My love ia 


-: ;ahee for chy love: Not unto me, not,unto me, but te l 
* nana hei the glory. Ol the ſight/ of his bleſſedi face, 
2 F 
| heart. | mer tn quetteng- 
 buyſe, and his banner over me was: lave. Hit mauth-is 


8 that L could not love: and praiſe bin S 
o. 
For the moſt part of thia week; 1 ks 


wWonld hide me from the light of his-glorious*connte-! 


I 
. on 


| f 1 A 7 
; 7 n. * 


nt wor th the remembering; but, O that I could praiſe 


ni wert: yea, he is altogether louely. It griered my 


| 9 O the many ſweet: medi tations I got 

his love, which made me to cry, O that time would 
fly away, that I might win to the enjoyment of wifi 
Lord within the vail, where no mountains of Bethen 


nancet: again. Thoſe words We my mind very 
much. Gen. xxxiv. |. Remember Dinah, Facah's dauglt 
ter, hows ſbe went out toiſeerthe daughters.of the land 
I took: theſes words: to be a caution to beware of giving: 
my: heart to any other lovers than. gjorious'Chrifs:t6 
raviſh it, by giving them the throne in my heart, aud 
o 9 "ow to * 8 his: * 


2 eee. e. oo» 3 
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M A FH TAR 
nance from we. Far the alt paßt of e 
leave to dwell upon his love. One thing I otoft re- 


mark; and, O that I could do it to the malle af the 
Lord, thoſe ne. manifeſtations. which I got of him 


with: joy and peace in believing. 9X 
The next Sabbath Mr. Cock ale wa Plat; Auen 
6. And now ſball mine head be lifted ug above mine n. 
mies round about ; therefore will I offer in hic fabernable 
ſacrifices of jay : I will fing, yea, I will ſeng praiſes umi. 
to the Lord, I was; very Gans to. hear. him upon 
theſe words, beeanſe: about: a year before; when I was 
in trouble, theſe- words were borne io upon my mind. 
This was a time of great deadneſs which made me to 
cry, @ wretched: woman thut I ami! who ſhall: delrver 
me from the body of this death? Bum theſe words _ 
me ſome hope in my bandage, and ſome ſmall 
tation af ſome victory over my ſpiritual enemies. 
But my trouble did increaſe, and the . 
death afrighted me: I fund grief and tronble. By th 


ß FAA 7 „SKT 


* 


ous manifeſtations af God's love ; this made death very 


fireſs, it pleaſed. the Lord ſeafonably! to 
words with power upon my 
thou. pafſeft thraugh the: waters Fwilh be with thee! Thiele: 
words had fuch-a power in them as made me to fay, 


ro ſend} ia theſe 


broad / in the face Now I thought. theſe words: ia 
Pſalm xvii. 6. were-accompliſhed, Mine: heud ſtull h. 
lifted\uþs abous all thoſe that are my for. I got Baht 


NAK Far 


; 


mies; ant theſe words were ſweetly made out t with 
Andi hen Mr Cock: prefaced on theſe words he ag 


ing 


z 


: 


w 


canfarting to me, and confirmed. me . 


g . 


N 
f 3 


ſelf, greatly mortified indwelling ſin, aud filed = ſou? ; 


of victory, through glorious: Chrift, over alt mine ext 
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time I bad lat ſight of the promiſe, and ꝓf the glorb- 
frightful to me: but when I was brought to great d 
mind; Iſa. xiii. 1 Men 
O? 16 zs a faithful ſaying; and worthy: of all acceptation,; 


that Chriſt, Feſus' came into the work'to: fave ſinners, "of - 
ubm I am chief. By this time. I could loo den 


plyed them ſo cloſe to my caſe, that they were very 


— 
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perlences. O this: was # day &f the gladdeſt of i 
heart: for, when he came to the application of the 
doctrine, he gave ſome marks of them whom % l 
of the Spirit of life in Chrit Jefus bath made me fret 
from” the law of fin and death. Theſe words having 
been very ſweet to me in former times, the Spirit 
God, witneſſing with my Spirit, I came to reflect com- 


and, by the immediate ſhining of the holy Spirit upot 
his own graces implanted in my ſoul. O with what 


Bat I was grieved to ſee ſo few putting honour upon 


glorious Chriſt, by believing on him. Glory, glory 
be to God for the diſpenſation of the goſpel,” diſcoyer- 
ing life and ſalvation through Jeſus Chriſt our Lord. 
On the 18th of May, 1755. Mr. Cock preached on 
Plalm Ixxxvii. 7 All my ſprings are in thee. O glori- 
._ ons day of the goſpel! And glory be to God I got leave 
tc apply the love of Chriſt, and the promiſe ſealed with 


- the blood of Chritt. Why does fin prevail ſo much, 


but becauſe we believe the love of Chriſt ſo little 
D for more faith 
* . ther bovely.” N 


After this glorious diſplay of God's love, the enemy 


; violeutly ſuggeſted to me, That the Lord would bring 
forth all my writings, at the day of judgment, as 


many witnefles 'againſt me. At which I was a little 


' .  thaken); yet 1 had no inclination to diſhonour God by 


 anhbelief. Theſe words came in to my mind, That 


Satan is @ lar from the beginning, and the father of liars, 


O chat I could bleſs the Lord for it, who did not with 
held the witnels of his Spirit to bear witneſs with my 
fpirit to the truth of what I had written: and 1 got 


liberty to apply the blood of Chriſt afreſh for juſtifica+ 
d and fanGtification. - 0 ne 
"TN Soma time after this, the enemy gave me a he o. 


— 


fortably upon by- paſt experiences of his love to my ſoul;” 


and more love in him, who is atege. 


leave to delight myſelf in bis love again for ſome time; 
And when my conſcience accuſed me for any ſin, I fot 
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ſet; and-told we, I was a great fool. 1 
bs to Chriſt's biood, for | cogld have no dns 0 
it, ſeeing I had profatied it, by often coming to it with 
my ſins: and therefore the Losd would teject my con- 
fidence in the blood of Chriſt, Alas I this filled my ſoul. 
with and trouble: 1 thought I could be” content. 
to die a beggar at mercy's door, if 1 might win in: 
but I thought my hope of mercy was gone for ever, if 
the Lord had rejected my hope in and thro' the meri-. 
torious virtue of the blood of the Lamb ſain, before the 
foundation of the world. | 
By this time my diſtreſs was fo great. that I was 2 
aid I would be deprived of the exerciſe of my reaſon, 
and my religion come to be ridiculed by the proface. 
world: The arrows of the Almighty did drink up my 
pirits night and day. Whilſt I was thus in the feartol 
pit, and | Gokiog in the miry clay, theſe words came 
into my mind, and 7 will give thee the morning Har, 
to find out the depths of Satan's arrows. 1 took my 
Bible to ſee the words; but when 1 Band them, 
did not read that way, and this grieved me alſo; for. 
thought the words came from Satan: and I was fore. 
grieved at the melancholy thoughts of having deceived. 


— m 
— 
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me to curſe God for his way of dealing with me. But. 


Shall I employ my tongue in curſing of God, when, 

ot many days ago, I could nor get bim praĩſed enongb. 
who is exalted above all bleſſing and praiſe, and on 

Evwhich I invited: the whole creation to join with me in 

my melodious ſong of praiſe? No, no: I would rather. 

want my tongue than to have it- employed i in . 7 

of God, Then thoſe words came into my mind. * 
El Lord is mighty to ſave to the uttermeſt : with Zech. ith 1. 


Ind he /bewed me Foſbua the high-prieft flanding, before 
e angel of the Lord, and Satan flanding at his right-. 


. — 


2 WY kind to reh him, This beiog the Sabbath morting, 
= |} had a deſire to go to the ordinances ; but by Water 


myſelf ſo long. The enemy did again violeatly aſſaulet 
hy. this I rejected with abhorrence, and faid, No, no. : 4 
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of 8 grief of my ſoul, een by was us itz hel 
been in u fever. However, I ght it poſſible! 
might get ſome comfort at the las and accbrd.- 
— 5 went; but when I was come; the enemy aſſur-Mor 
ed me, that the miniſter would not get leave to ſpeak 
a word of cotafort to ſuch a helliſh brat as I was, who 
had ſo often profaned the blood of Chrift. During the 
time of ſet mon, the enemy ſorely oppreſſed me j but 
he who giveth power to the faint, and increaſeth frengthWc 
to them that have no might, ſupported me: when the 
miniſter was praying; I ſay, when he was praying, 
he prayed ſo much for the tempted, that the Lord 
might be with them, when they paſſed through. the 
- waters of afflition, and fiery trials of temptation; that 
ſhould try them, as though /me ſtrange thing happen 
ed unto them, 1 Pet. iv. 12. There came ſuch à d. 
vine power along with thoſe words, as made me to ſay, 
O the infinite wiſdom of God; it hath out-witted we 
and Satan both. Now I knew that it was the Lot 
that gave direction to his: ſervant to fpeak a word in 
ſeaſon to me, for he knew nothing of my diſtreſs. 0 
that men would give praife to the Lord for his goodneſs. 
And, O that I could praiſe him who hath delivered my 
- diftreffed foul from death. All this week I got nota 
ſingle. bliok of his coantenance except one, which wi 
when we were met for focial prayer. I got a blink of 
him who is altogether lovely. It was very ſhort, 
but extremely ſweet: I got leave, however, to medio 
on his word, 

The next Sabbath, being the gth of June, 17 on; 
Mr. Cock preached on Pſalm xxii. 31. They ball comi 
and hall declare hit ri ghteouſneſs unto a people that ſhy 
be born, that he hath done this, The doctrine was te 
chis pur poſe, % That it is the duty of the preſent at 
4+. nexation to tell what the Lord hath done to the off 
« ing one; and it is the duty ol the preſent riſiugß g 
% neration ta mingle faith with hear! :ng-tcll wha > 04 
bath done to the former one: and it is * 


FG 1 141490. 2 
ſycceedqgjgeneration to tell the followio one; 
rg Boer hath done.” —This day Was 


12 


Dr gi 


18 
is day l got Prey to ſay, 
ved is mine, 1 ye : 7. — — 


m per fuaded, that whi uobelief reigns and rules, he 
pul ſpeaks in a quite other ſtrain. Unbelief puts away 


> long as he 15 1 * to continue in unbelief. But, 


1 


= 


ad rule, ſo far L ul bring home to itſelf this 
ring loye of Chtiſt. O give me one loye- token after 
other, til the daß break, eee 
| PBRIOD SIXTH. 


yntaining ſome accamit of her attending feral fa- 


= 
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theſe occaſions : together with what ſtruggles ſhe 


the year 1755, a year temarkable for many fiery 
tempt atjons , and alſo f glorious manife 70 wah 4 


itami THE ſacrament of the Lord's ſupper be 


to be 


at believers haye in feeding upon Chriſt's broken 


8 f ay. He ſaid, My friends, ye have the benefit of 


5 4 5 .your outward ſenſes exerciſed, 1 Joha i. 1, 


fa * . we have foen with our eyes, an 
| S 


"4% "& -1© w 
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O that I could give honour to bid 
d is m 
rireſs i, M r God in ka — T 3 


he loye of Chriſt from itſelf; and Satan gains his point 
ſuppoſe, that ſo . is broken in its reign 
0 


cramental ſolemnities during the ſummer ſeaſon : 
with what was both diſtreſſing and joyful to her on 


had with the enemy, and the relief ſhe experienced | 
on the Lord's ſeafonably interpoſing ; which concludes 


Miſpenſed at Stirling, on the ſecond "Ay June, 
755, Ireſolyed to attend. On the Saturday Mr. Pat- 
ſon preached on Luke xxii. 19, This is my body which” 
all given for you ; this do in remembrance of me. The 

ead of the "dodge he illuſtrated was, The bengfits 


was fram the beginning, which wwe haue 


Wn ME MOIA KS WP. 
booked upon, and our hands have hand of 'the wort 
He.“ In the time of this excellent difcourſe, I got leave 
to feed ſweetly on his perſon, on his lovg,” on his co. 
venant; on his purchaſe, on his righteouTneſs, on his 
_ - Fuliieſs, &c. Before this ſacrament, theſe words were 
" borne in on my mind, 1 Sam. ix. 7 Now therefore 
get you up, for about this time ye ſball find him : with © 
- theſe words, Gen. xxxv. 1. Ariſe, go up to Bethel, and 
duell there: with Song vii. 12. There will I give the: 
my loves, —O ſweet faying : There was ſuch a bright 
diſplay of redeeming love ſhone in with power upon 
my ſoul, with theſe words, as kindled a moſt vebe 
ment flame of love to him who is altogether lovely; 
and filled me with a deſire to ſhew forth the Lord's" 
death, and to embrace the very firſt opportunity to do 
it, But this Saturday night the Lord hid his face, 
and my heart-plagues prevailed.” This night I had 
prodigeous ſtruggle, and battle with Satan, and i- 
belief, and a wandring heart, that I could not get li 
berty in prayer as I uſed to have. For ſome time be- 
fore this I knew little about a wandring heart in the 
time of duty. © e 
On the Sabbath morning I knew not well what to 
do, for I could get no liberty in prayer: but, as I was 
going to the ordinances, I got leave to meditate on 
_ Chriſt's love; and when I remembered his by-palt wa 
loving-kindneſs, it conſtrained. me to go to the firlt 
table to ſhew forth the death and dying love of Chriſt, 
When I fat down at the table of the Lord, the cor- 
ruptions of nature prevailed to ſuch a degree that 
T-abhorred* myſelf : - But then, O how ſweetly were 
theſe words borne in upon me? Song iv. 1. Behold, 
thou art fair, my love ; behold, thou art fair. O wol-“ 
derful love that ever he loved ſo vile a creature as I att 
O that I could praiſe him for his love, who ivaltogs 
ther lovely. * RT. 
Mxr. Erſkine preached on Eph. v. 2. And hath given 
himſelf for us, an offering and a ſacrifice to Gau, N 


a 9 cel ſmelling ang. 3 he N I got leave 
to hear with application to myſelf. —Hence ſee the in- 
nite evil of ſin, which nothing could expiate but 
We cbrilt's giving himſelf a ſacrifice for us. We may lee * 
the greatneſs of the ſore by the greatneſs of the 2 
He is the glorious giver.—.—I was allawed to hear 
i wectly: but in the time of receiving, I wanted the 
* aſſurance of ſenſe. This made me to think that I had 
FO ON ſome ſins in my heart, for which the Lord withs. 
held the light of his countenance, I was induced to. 
W'biok that I had made little conſcience of examining 
Fr myſelf; and I thought I had mourned (6 little for ſin, 


ly: fore I came to the Lord's table, that it was no- won 
es der though he with-held the light of his countenance. 
wrt 


At the diſmiſſing of the table I went out to the 
dz ent, where I heard Mr. Cock on tbeſe words, Job 
on iv. 32. That which 1 ſee not, teach thou me. He 
toe ſweetly of the myſteries that Chriſt taught the 
be Peliever: and I cannot ſay but I got liberty to make 
3 pplication. But, ah! I wanted the ſweet ſenſible en- 
| ment of him who is altogether lovely. There was 
want in my ſqul which the whole world could not 
nake up, without the enjoyment of my Lord. I could. * 
dot find him there, —Thus perplexed, I came into the 
nceting-houſe again. Mr. Pattiſon was going to ſerve. 
table: then it pleaſed the glorious hearer of prayer, 
o draw aſide the vail, and to diſcover to me his glory; 

e brought- mg to the banquetting -houſe, and his banner 
ver me was lau Then I was diſpoſed to.ſay, Stay, . 
ne with flaggons, canfort me with apples: for 1 am fick - 

love. My Beloved is white and ruddy, the chiefeft a- 
nung ten thouſand.—O that I could love him. O the 
veet armful I got of glorious Chriſt by faith! O that 
had never bft the ſenſe of his love again. I then 
hought, if 1 had a thouſand hearts, they ſhould 
U be employed in loving and praiſing Chriſt for his 
e, O it pained my very heart that I could DOGG? * 
HE 2 : 
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bim thors. Mr. Pattiſon proceeded ts ſerve the table 
. and he ſaid many a time, What ye Want # But! 
thought he ſpoke not à fingle word to the, who wat: tt 
ed a heart to praiſe Him for his love. f tetewed my 
conſent to the bargain ; fo that 1 was content to tal 
up the croſs aud follow the bleſſed Redeemer in ap 
manner he pleaſed to diſpoſe of me. At this time! 
bad fuch a fenſe of the love of Chriſt and his beats, 
and of my own vileneſs aud loathſothne(s, that 1 can: 
not expreſs. This was as remarkable a day of powe 
ts me indeed as ever 1 felt: for I ſdw that 1 10 was thi 
Spirit of the Lord, ff petking by his: fervanrs, hid 
brought alongſt with it a power to make me willing 
Now I was like a new come: out traveller itt vigoi 
and ſtrength : I leapt over walls and mountains of di 
feulties. This pleaſant life I enjoyed for à Heile : by 
als! theſe days were but few in number. 1 fats 10 
With a fore temptation from Satan. | 
Mx. Johh M Cara's fatrametit at Brutthielde, 
_ Aſpenſed fobrieen days after Sütling, alſo in the yt 
1745; Between theſe two ſactaments 1 had ſome { 
alſaults from Satan: but 1 got alſo ſome ſweet medit 
tions of the Lord's loving-Kindneſs, iu the inter a 
Upon Saturday Mr. Cock preached oti theſe word 
Tech. xiii. 1. In that day there ſhall be 4. ſcuntain opt 
e to the houſe of David, and tb the inhabitant; of afi 
one ; for fin and for unclauimeſt. Mr. James Erikit 

2 the erucifys . But all the tim 
I could bot get a view of glofibus Chriſt, aud it 
grie ted me oth a for 1 0 ht 1 had fiuted Him 
way from my ſoul.—On the Sabbath toruing 1 
ſore troubled becauſe the Lord hid his face; an | 
led me to take a more cloſs view of my heatr-plai 
| Aid 1 got a diſcovery of the ſin of unbelief; 
tovgke? ir was the fin for Which the Lord hid Kis ful 
eſpecially one day I recollected in the time of Mr: coß 

ſermon, by the violent affanlts of Satan, aud ny 
| yibalibring heart, I conld not believe that the 
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ſo concluded hell would be thy portion for ever. At 
this time 1 got ſuch a clear view of my fig 6f oobelief, 
my as thoogh 1 had crucified Chtiſt in Crawfufrd's-dyke.., 
take Oh! this grieved me ſore to think of the wounds 1 had 
giren to glorious Chriſt. - At this time theſe, words 
were borne in on my mind, Heb: vi. 6.—Steing they 
erucify to themſelves the Sen of God afreſh. Ah I fig« 
ned againſt light, O that abotninable fin of titibelief, 
which parts between Chriſt and the poor foul: Then 
| thought, O if I had but one blink of his glorious 
NY again : but I have fiancd him away ftom 
my foul. RAS e 
te M*Car#'s action-ſetmon was on 1 Pet; F. 18, 
Fir Chriſt alſo hath once ſuffered for fins ; the juſt for the © 
muſt, that he might bring us to God, He ſpoke much 
of the ſufferings of Chriſt ; and the whole of it was a 
wmatkable diſcourſe, When he had ferved the firſt 
uble, he invited the poet to come ſpeedily to the 
cond : and to encourage them, he ſaid, God will 
not lay his 4venging hand upon you; for he hath 


roll they /aw the God of Iſrael, and there was wnider his 
et, as it were, a paved work of ſappbire Alone, and 
at it were the body of heaven in his clearvieſs = 
e they Jarw God, and did cat and drink.” He (aid. ts 


® it is not à cloud of wrath, Exod. xxiv. 10, 1, 18.” 
O the majeſty that I ſaw iti theſe words! there 4s 


vour for many days ; for I got leave to make applick- 
at tion of them to myſelf. Then I teſolved to go ro the 
MY able of the Lord with both joy and forrow ; fore 

bor my ſits, and joy that God had laid his ac ngisg 
hand upon Chriſt, and therefore he would net Tay 
upon me. I went to the table in the faith of it, wet 


* 


eien 


6615 lone the Mack of e, 4 black lump 6f Bell; ant | 


laid it upon Chriſt ; he beheld the blood of the o- 
* vebant, and he laid not his hand upon them: And 


a believers, ** There is uo fear tho? ye be under u cloud, 


eng at-the love of God; and he ſweetly tainifelles _ | 


ſach a power came along with them, that it had 4 - 


* f ( 
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himſelf to my ſoul. O that I could praiſe the Lord 


for his love.—When. E was about to. remove from ihe 
table, I was ſore afraid that I would again diſhonour 
God by unbelief, or by complying with Satan's temp- 
tations. However, I was enabled to take a new gripe 
of the promiſe that I got in the time of temptations 
before. The word of the Lord is the ground of my 
| hope. And when I was coming away from the table 
theſe words came ſweetly in my mind, Fear not to ge 
down to Egypt ; for I will ſurely bring thee up again. 
One Sabbath-day in the month of Auguſt, 17 55, 
Mr. Cock preached on Jer. iv. 2. The nations ſball bleſs 
themſelves in the Lord, and in him ſhall they glory. One 
head of the doctrine was to ſpeak of the ſeaſons that we 
are to glory in the Lord. Among the meany ſeaſons 
be mentioned, that we were to glory in the Lord, the 
time of trouble was one: the time of Satan's femptati- 
ons was another :—and a third when the law came fog 
the debt of. abedience. On this head he obſerved, 
That the ghoſt of the old huſband is ſometimes as 
« frightſome as the huſband itſelf.” But when this 
is the raſe, he told his hearers, they might ſay, 0 
« law, thou haſt gotten more glory from. Chriſt, my 
„ huſband, than if I had ſtood in the ſtate wherein ; 
% was created: for, he who made the law, hath. 
* nified. the law, and made (it honourable." - A 
ſcaſon that we were to glory in the Lord was at death 
becauſe Chriſt hath ynſtioged death; O death, where is 
thy fling? J grave, where is thy victory? A fifth fear 
ſon that we were to glory in the Lord was in view of 
appearing before the judgment ſeat & Chriſi. We are 
to glory in him then becauſe he is near of kin unto us. 
dat I could praiſe the Lord for ſuch a day. 1 
. muſt acknowledge, that this was one of the moſt glo- 
rio days that ever I beheld : it was like an emblem . 
of heaven; for the glory of the Lord ſo filled my ſoul, ie 
than 1 got liberty to glory in him as my Huſband, as! 
my Redecmer, 0d as my ncar e Col ob. Ie. 


Ku 


could bleſs him for the goſpel of Chriſt, being an ac- 
count of his love, and the greateſt proof of it. I be- 


to be in him. 


Satan, I would fall a prey to him, if the Lord did not 


5 uphold me. But then, O how ſweetly were theſe 


Lords borne in upon my mind, Pſalm cxxi. 3. He 


ne will not ſuffer thy foot to be moved ; he that keepeth thee 
e will not Aumber. O how ſweet were theſe words to 
un me? for I got leave to glory in the Lord as my keeper. 
be WY This was a day of power indeed, as ever I felt: I ſaw 


that it was the ſpirit of the Lord ſpeaking by his-fervant. 
2.0 that I could bleſs the Lord that ever he brought 
me under Mr, Cock's miniſtry ; for he has often been 
the miniſter of Chriſt to my foul. . _ 2 
Auguſt 31ſt, 1755. Some time before this, 1 was 
under ſore affliction for ſome time; and my trouble was 
ſo very great, that I thought it might be death. Where- 


O when will all theſe ſhadows flee away, and that day 
ome when ſhall have uninterrupted communion with 
hyſelf, and no doubts about the truth of promiſes, ao 
int views, no queſtioning our. intereſt in them, but 


t? O come my lovely Lord Jeſus, come ſpeedily, 


at 4 W! which I thought-the 
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lie ve his love with application to myſelf ; and I deſire , 


The next Sabbath morning, as I was going to the 
* Wl ordinances, the adverſary ſuggeſted -that I would. fall 
J. prey to him one day or other, and ſo wound religion. 
At this I was ſore grieved; for I knew, that by the 
8 i deceitfolneſs of my own heart, and the temptations of 


The ſacrament was to, be diſpenſed at Glaſgow, | 


upon theſe words came into my mind with power; For 
et a little while, and he that ſball come, will come ; and. 
will not tarry. O when will that little while paſs away? - 


then a day without a cloud in it, or a night to follow 


I aw it to be a rod, however, in the hand of a loy- 
ag Father. But, one thing that grieved me was, 1 
hought the Lord was chaſtizing me for ſins formerly 
+ A Fommitted in attending on ordinances ; on account - 
Lord might keep me away from 


* 
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„ Ka it on the people, and ſaid, Behold the Blond oft 


. 
- 
ol 
* he” * , 
* 
. 
£ 


| the ſacrament mee was at hand, 


mo * * and — 5 me to the 0 WY 


thee, for thou art a ſliff-necked 2 left conſun 


8 Take a breach upon us, as he did on the ſons of Aara 


. to make a Ae upon us. I fell proſtrate with m 


feaſt, and glorify himſelf, ſhewing mercy to us 
withſlaading of' our rebellion and ungrateful neſs | 


at his love. The words which he brought to my ig 


* 
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But it * th 
— 2 hearer of prayer to bear in on my ming, by 
is ward and Spirit, that he would both deliver me 


ed me, Exod, xxXIli. 3. I will not go up in the 


1 
thee in the w Oh! how did theſe words grieve me! 
I could not 4. of his wrath flaming againſt Iſrael, 

I went to prayer, crying, See, O God, our ſhield; look of 
the face of thine dachi dear, thy dear Son ; with man 
MA] titions ; bur found no hens. I was ſo 
for the congregation, leſt the Lord ſhowll 


becauſe they offered ſtrange fite before the Lotd,-whid 
he commanded them not: And there went out fire fri 
the Lord, and devoured them and they 40 before þ 
Lord, Lev. x. 2. I was afraid that ſome of us migh 
offer ſtrange fire before the Lord, add ſo provoke hit 


face towards the ground, grieving for my own {ut 
and for the ſins of God's Urael ; and earneſtly beggal 
that he would purge away our ſins, for his name 
fake ; and come forth with  Miniſter' s and people to f 


him: and praying that his preſence might go with 
and that will make a gladſome feaſt. —And I muſt 
to the ptaiſe of the Lord, that he condeſcended 
hear voworthy we; and by his word aud Spirit | 
ſhined in upon my ſoul hes I was filled with wonds 


Exod. xxiv. 8, 11. And Meſes took. the blood; i 
enam —And *. the nobles of the children * 0 


* 
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1 kid not bis hand: alſo they faw God, and did eat ant! 
drink.—O how ſweet were theſe words to my ſoul 10 
what joy was it to my ſoul to ſee that God had laid his 
avenging hand upon glorious Chriſt, and would not 
hy it upon us! I then went to the meeting-houſe, 
wondering at- his love, add fat down at the firſt table. 
Mr. Fiſher, at that time, preached on Pſalm xxiv. 7. 
ft up your heads, 0 ye gates; and be ye lift up, ye 
verlaſting deors, and the King of glory Hall come in. 
\fter explaining the words, he able the following 
doftrine, viz. That as there is a folema charge given 
, to ſinners of mankind, in the diſpenſation of the 
goſpel, to open or lift up the doors of their hearts 
to Chriſt, the King of glory, in a way of believing} 
© ſo it is ſecured, by promiſe, that he ſhall come In.” 
a diſcourſing the ſubject, he propoſed to do the fol- 
owing things, 1. To ſpeak of th the ſolemn charge here 
en to ſinners of mankind, to lift up, or open the 
ierſaſting doors of their hearts. 2. To ſpeak of the _ 
ing of glory, in whoſe favour acceſs to the heart is 
emanded. 3. To ſpeak of the promiſe of his in-com- 
g to the heart of finners. And then to apply the 
ibjeft. — And I muſt fay to the praiſe of the Lord, 
his was as joyful a day as ever I ſaw all my life-time: 
Wor a bright diſplayof redeeming love did with power 
ine in upon my foul. This whole day L got leave $6: 
elight myſelf i in his love; He 
om enemies without or Within my own; bear 
ben Mr. Fiſher came to ſpeak of the King of 'glory's' 
ening the heart of ſinners, 1 got leave W up- 

e work of the Spirit of God upon my on ſoul, in 
e day of my firſt believing. O what unſpeakable joy 
this fill my ſoul with ! He ſaid, among other things, 
If your hearts have been opened to the King: of 
glory, in a way of believing, your affections of love, 
deſire, and eſteem, will be ſtfongly moving ant to- 
m__ wn, 87 at al. you TY know" eaten. 
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d 1 had little malaſtitiogs: Ts 
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the faithfulneſs of God, who hath accompliſhed- his 


- home again, and fell to my ordinary employment, 
Lord hid his glorious face. I went to prayer, in ordet 
| to plead that he would return again, and let me hay 


. - as me months paſt, when the candle of the Lord did bi 
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1% what it is to be ſick of love: that is, to have a ſoul: 
« ſickneſs becauſe you cannot get him loved according 
« to his worth.” And this was the grief of my heart, 
that I loved glorious Chriſt fo little, when I ſaw 0 
much of his love to my own ſoul. O this is joy aboye 
all the joys of this world, to have this concluſion ſure- 
ly ſealed, Chriſt is, mine and I am his, O wonderful 
love to a poor ſinful wretch that has ten thouſand 
times over grieved the good Spirit of God : and every 
fin deſerved to be ſealed up to damnation, - O how 
did this inflame the love of my foul to him who is al 
together lovely ! And I deſired to be with the Lord 
where nov cleud would ever cover from his . gloriou 
face again; and where I would not be afraid of a de- 
ceitful heart to diſhonour God any more; nor 'evet 
any more be afraid of Satan's temptations. 

Never doth a ſoul lie lower in the duſt,” and abhor 
itſelf, than when the Lord makes the moſt fingulat 
manifeſtations of his grace and love to it. And I mult 
ſay, to his praiſe, upon the laſt day of this feaſt, hi 
marriage robes ſmelled of myrrh, aloes, and caſſia, ou 
of the ivory palaces, whereby I was made exceeding 

d. I came away from this ſolemnity rejoicing in 


| = 


promiſes ; ſo that I was made to ſay, Not one word | 


communion, peace, joy, and comfort in the ſeaſons oi 
duty again. I got no comfort; and a dark day of de 
ſertion, aa ſome combats with Satan's temptation 
followed; I was made to cry, O that it were with 


1c my tabernacle. The hiding of his counter 
was my great burden. And methought he ſaid 
1 expedient for you that I go away. I was muck 
mid to enter into the cloud: it continued, howeveh 
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| about three months. And I had the roaring lion to 
1 grapple with, who loves well to fiſh in muddy waters. 
0 Another thing that burdened me much was, that 
ordinances were taſtleſs to my ſoul. Before this time 
Sabbath-days were to me heaven upon earth. O the 
preſence of God in ordinances. O the taſte of that 
joy my ſoul hath been made to taſte of in ordinances 


ny The fulneſs whereof is in heaven. The tate of this 
bull mortality cannot bear the fulneſs of that joy. At one 
we I got ſuch a glimpſe of his glory, 1 could hold no 


more in this clay veſſel : ir ſo wrought upon the very- 
body, by ſympathy with the foul, O with what vi- 
porous deſires did my ſoul long for that day, when 
this body of mine would be caſt into a new mould, 
at I might be ever with the Lord, where no cloud 
„ ould ever cover from his glorious countenance? O 
hat I could mourn over theſe fins that provoked him 
o withhold the light of his countenance from my foul. 
ind no wonder tho' Chriſt ſuffered me to ſeek long 
I found it again; ſeeing I had given him fo little 
dom in my heart when he was preſent, 
About this time I heard Mr. M*Cara preach on the 
jabbath-days for ſeveral weeks: but ſtill the Lord hid 
lis face; and I could not be duly burdened when the 
lory was departed from me. Then 1 thought, O that 
ere at home at our own miniſter again. Then I 
Wagined I would have ſome communion and nearneſs. . | 
ith God; for Mr, Cock's preachings had been excred= 
W's refreſhing to me before now. 9 — 
On the firſt Sabbath after I came home, Mr. Cock - | 
reached on Pſalm'cxix. 10, Let me not wander. from 
commandements., I looked for comfort; but-inſtead 
chat, I was filled with ſorrow: for he ſpoke much 
the wanderings and ſtrayings of the ſaints. Then 
_ afraid that I would diſhonqur God as they had 
for the fire of ſin is a burden that I win lite 
| * The Lord knows that I am more afraid of 3 
en of hell, or of death. The e, ſtrongly * 
1 2 
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geſted to me, that it was pride and groſs best in 
my heart, to thiok that I was a ſaint. But 1 ſtudied 
to improve a covenant-relation with God, who had ſo 
far condeſcended to pardon a rebel, and be reconciled 
and pacified to me after all I had done, When 
thought how I had diſhonoured God, by unbelief, be- 
fore this time, I had no will to do it again. But the 
exemy did purſued me; making me believe that I would 
2 day or other fall by bis hand. When I: wa 
coming home, the adverſary gave me a new onſet, and 
told me, I might ſlay away from the ordintnces till 
Mr. Cock had done with preaching on that text. To 
which I replyed, This is not God's way; for he de 
' lighys more in the dwellings of Jacob, than in all th 
gates of Sion. At which theſe words were borhe| 
upon my mind, 2 Tim. iv, 3. For the time will c 
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when they will nat endure ſound doctrine. I took » p 

to be a reproof from God for my fits: for 1 knew 2 
doctrine was found, although I could not endare 10 © 

| hear it. It pleaſed the Lord, however, after this, " 
rebuke the tempter for a time. And Mr. Cock, pre , 
. don John x. 14. I am the good fbepherd, and inowls pr 
and am known of mine. And 1 muſt ſay to thay ri 

'« pralle, he did with power ſhine upon bis wo Sc 

and ordinances again, and filled my fool with joy ang w. 
peace In believing. Sometimes when Mr. Cock W ju 
over this text, it was like a preaching to me; I aw ev 
(3 "much of Chriſt in it, and ihe relation he ſlands in to u br 
No the year 1755 is ended: and I cannot but fa {tc 

| -to the praiſe of my Lord, altho' a year of tetuß be 
«+ tations from Satan; yet a year alſo of the moſt glorioiſ ſo 
_ Manifeſtations of Chriſt that ever I enjoyed. Andy ju. 
map ſay to his praiſe, he made Sabbaths my delighf fa. 
the holy of the Lord and honourable: and he cauld m- 
mme to ride upon the high places of the earth; «od th 
* "Y hs 4 of Jacob, J th 


' s #7 
4 * 
"eu #30 Ur 
N . ; #M . 


. 


, * 
5 


MAR KNEE 1 41K 8 69 


PERIOD SEVENTH. - 


This period preſents us with an account of her exeroiſe 


during the year 1756; the temptations ſhe met with 
from Satan, and v ſhe was enabled to repel them: | 

together with the ſt gnal manifeſtation of the love of 
Cod ſbe met with, in attending on ſome communion 
folemnities, with the concern Me had on her 2 

for the nation in general, and particularly for the 
congregation ſhe lived in: and var Hae return 

made to her requeſts. 24 


IN the beginning of the year 1 490k Mr. Cock 
preached on Iſa. xxvi.'9. When thy judgments are in the 
earth, the inhabitants of the world will learn righteouſ- 
neſs, The doctrine he inſiſted on was to this purpoſe, 
% When God's judgments are abroad in the earth, all 
« ought to learn righteouſneſs ; but ſome only will 
learn righteouſneſs.” He ſpoke very much of the ſin- 
procuring judgments ; and of the likeneſs and ſimilia- 
rity that took place between the ſins and the judgments. ö 
Some times when I was hearing theſe ſermons, my foul 1405; 
was made to rremble for fear of the Lord's rightedas 


Y judgtnents ; for, at this tiche, there were ſeveral ſignal * 9 


evidences that the Lord's righteous judgments were a- 
broad in the earth: great claps of thunder, fixe, hail, 
ſtormy-winds, and earthquakes were in divers places, 


beſides many ſpiritual judgments. All this made my | © 


ſoul within me to tremble for fear of his ons 
judgments, Yet I may ſay to his praiſe, hekepr the 
faith of his redeeming love in my view; and this kept 

me from fainting. Sometimes I was made w comer 


dhe Lord burdened with my own fins and: the s of 
= tbe land; .and made to cry, O my Father, the hop of 


Urael and Saviour thereof, in time of trouble. 


Some time after this, it pleated the Lord to we 
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himſelf to me, even unworthy me, both in duties and 
ordinances ; and ef; ly the duties of meditation. 0 
but the love of glorious Chriſt is a ſweet field to medi- 
tate on. I have juſt reaſon to acknowledge to his praiſe, 
that he condeſcended ſo far to me, for ſome time, as to q 

give me a blink of his glorious countenance every day, | 
in one duty or another. O wonderful love, that ever S 
he loved ſo unworthy a creature, O Sirs, the glorious Wl, 
beanty that I ſaw in him ! he is the God- man; Imma- 
nual, God with us. Yea, I ſay, bis glorious beauty h. 
has raviſhed my heart, and filled my ſoul with vehe- 
ment deſires to be with the Lord: and this made me Wi b. 
to cry, O time, time; O cruel time, that haſteth 
* not thy paces, that long eternity might approach, 
that I might win to the full communion with him.” Ho 
I ſaw ſuch excellency in glorious Chriſt, that darken- 
ed all created glories: O that I could love my altoge- 
' ther lovely Lord. But, alas! this idol of ſelf many a 

- " time pulls the crown off the head of my lovely Lord, 
and ſets it upon the head of ſinful ſelf: but, O that 
he may wear the crown and poſſeſs the throne i in my 
- 00s for ever and eyer. 

So violent, however, were the temptations of the 
OY grog enemy, that his fiery darts were as a ſword with- 
in my bowels.— By this time my health was very much 
broken, and the weak body ſcarce able to ſubſiſt any 
longer, which threw me in a fever. For ſome days the 
enemy did ſorely aſſault me, that for the moſt part of 
ſeven nights and days I ſlept. little at all; fleep really 
became a terror to me: and my body was ſo very weak, 
that 1 thought death might be in the cup; and becauſe 
I thought it might be death, I told yery much of my 
mind both to our miniſter, and ſome. other chiiſtianyy 
I bot eſpecially ro our miniſter, 

O the back of thus communicating wy mind to 

Mr, Cock and others, the Lord brought in-upon my 
mind with power, thoſe words in Job v. 19. He will 
deliver thee in fe box , yea, in * there * ” 
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evil touch thee. From this I ſaw that the Lord would 


yet turn me back to the wilderneſs again; nevertheleſs 
he made me willing. But the enemy ſtrongly aſſault- - 


ed me with that /temptation, For. all the profeſſion I 


had made in religion, I would yet fall into fin, and 
diſhonour God. Between this and that of pride of 


graces, to pull the crown off glorious Chriſt's head 
and to ſet it upon the head of ſelf, ſinful ſelf, Ah! 
how did the enemy aſſault me! But it pleaſed the Lord 
to rebuke the tempter, and the fever both. And I 
have juſt .reaſon to ſay, to the praiſe of the Lord, he 


was very kind to me; and gave me now and then a 


blink of his glorious, countenance through the whole 
time of this fever.—O that I could praiſe him for his 
love! O wonderful love! it is not the manner of man, 
O Lord, to give love for rebellion. 0 love him; Oo 
my ſoul love him. 

It was agreed that the ſacrament: of the Lord's ſap- 


Sabbath of May 1756. — Upon the Sabbath-day before 

the preparation, Mr. Cock preached on Luke xili. 24. 
Strive to enter in at the ſtrait gate. This was a day I 
thought the Spirit of the Lord bore witneſs with him, 
that he was ſent expreſs from Chriſt his maſter, with 
a commiſſion to us. Aud it was a day in which I'was 
made glad, and induced to rejoice : and [ was big with - 
expectations that the Lord's preſence would be with 
us at the approaching ſolemnity. Bur the next Sab- 
bath, which was the preparation, Mr. Cock 
on another text, and I was diſappointed : I imagined 
he would be on the fore - mentioned text again; for be 
promiſed he would give ſome marks of thoſe who had 
entered in at the ſtrait gate: but the Lord bid his face, 
and my heart plagues prevailed. —Then began I to en _ 
quire after the cauſe of it; and L ſaw that I had not 
given God the- glory of what countenance he had gen 
to his ſervant, This grieved me much, that 1 'ha@; 


8 * * 


_— 


* 


per was to be diſpenſed at Crawfurd's-dyke on the W, | 


ak ra Lord away trom his Oe and 9. : 


. : 
* k * 
. . * 
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. any of his temptations. 
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ſelf alſo. When L was thus in e ths * 
ter was not idle; he would have me to believe | that 
our miniſter had forſaken the Lord, and the. Lord 
would not countenance him again, 

The night befpre the faſt-day, I was in our miniſide\ 
bout, and ſaw him in ſome confuſion on account d 
ſome diſorder in his family. I was uneaſy, and - faid 
ta him, Sir, I am grieved to fee you ſo perplexed. Hg 
ſaid to me, I cannot help it now. And he moreover 
faid,” 4 have much need of your ſympathy. Ah! this 
was like ſeul to fire the temptation ; and unbeliet was e. 
ſo ſtrong with me, that when I went to prayer for © 
him, I could neither get liberty for him, nor yet fot 
the Lord's coming to the feaſt. And to increaſe m 
grief, theſe words haunted me, They have forſaken mt 
the fountain of living waters. Now, had this beet 
true, it would have put the facrificing knife to the 
throat of the promiſe; for many a time I have gotten 
 anccefs to plead with the Lord for him: and the pro- 

_ miſe, with a majeſty, luſtre, and divine power borne 
in with the word; which no deluſion can bave, nei 
ther from Satan or any of his temptations. Sometimes 
the Lord did bear in his own word with ſuch majeſtic 
power and ſweetneſs, as that I was made to ſay, If i 
the vice of my Beloved that knocketh.=-There is always 

 fomething in Chrilt's voice that is not in Satan' $, nor 


= th. bd © ii ies 


> 


On Saturday, our ſermons were very fovar to me! 
but eſpecially Mr. Cock on the Sabbath-day. O how 
ſhall I put an obſerve on the Lord's loving-kindnels 
this day! When Mr. Cock came out in the morning 
de ſeemed to have much of the Lord's preſence with 

him: yea, I thought every word he ſpoke had a ma- 
jefty and a di vine power coming along with it. I muſt 
acknowledge that this was one of the moſt . glorious 
days that ever I beheld : it was like an emblem of hes 
ven ; for the glory of the Lord filled the houſe, * 

"Mir, Cock's een, at this time, was on Ren 
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Nix. 7. Lef as be glad and rejoice, ani give hondur td 
bim: for tht murtiage of the Lamb is come, and his wift 
hath made herſelf ready. This was a very remarkable 
and ſavoury diſcourſe to my ſoul. Among many other 
things he faid, This is a remarkable day; à great 
day, on three accounts: r. It is a feftival-day; 2. It 
is a coronation- day; 3. Ir is a marriage-day: Let us be 
glad and rejoice, and give hanbur to him, He alfo ſaid, 
« There is not one within this houſe, but they ard 
married to one of two huſbands; ye are either marrt- 
ed to the glorious and worthy Lamb, or ye are marri- 
ed to the law ; and that huſband wil curfe you to your 
face,” —Fe called us all to match with the worthy Lamb 
and ſaic, Whatever contemptible an eye ye may look 
on us with, O look not with a cont eye uypot 
the worthy and glorious Lamb.” Ther he © obreſt- 
ed and beſeeched ws, by all the joys of heaven, and. by 
all the fortents of hell, to match with the worthy and 
glorious Lamb; then it would be a day of gladneſs to 
the Lamb, and alſo a day of gladneſs to the bride, the 
Lamb's wife: Let us be glad and rejoice, and give honour 
to him,” He had fome remarks how the bride the 
Lamb's wife had made herſelf ready.—He told us, 
That if any deſerved a rich and wealthy bride, it 
was the Lamb; but inſtead of thut, he got her a divour, 
and he left her one: for no ſooner was ſhe out of ar- 


me the ſovereign' grace of God.” —He alſo ſaid, ** She was 
how a naked bride, à blind bride, and a deaf bride; yea, in 


rears to law and juſtice, but ſhe was deep in arrears to _ 


Inch WM ſome ſenſe ſhe was worſe, than the devils ; for the de- 


ning WW vils never rejected fo many offers of the Lamb.“ And 
with WW he likewiſe ſaid, ** Withal ſhe is unwilling; for the is 
mn; tied neck and heel to the covenant of works.” O this 
mut vas a day that the Lord ſurprized me with his loving- 
ious kindneſs, Mr. Cock moreover added, Take it for 
a good token, the Lord's appearing here this day, that 
be will yet do great things aabght this poor handful 
in Crawfurd's-dyke.” At heatipg this, I was extreme- - 
r. 5 K N ; 1 "0%. 34 & — a 
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 Iyglad ; for the burden of this congregation lay much 
vpon my ſpirit: and ſometimes I got the promiſe that 
| *the Lord would do good with the gofpe] in it. Many 
f a requeſt I have had for it, that it might become fruit 
ful, and bring forth many ſoos and daughters to Chriſt; 
and was anſwered with that word, Pſalm Ixvili. 31 
Ethiopia ſhall foon flretch out her hands to God. 

This day I got leave to hear the action - ſermon with 
both joy and ſorrow; ſorrow for my ſins, eſpecially 
the fin of unbelief ; when I ſaw how I had pierced 
glorious Chriſt, I was diſpoſed to cry out, O that! 
could weep over my fins, if it were poſſible, with tears 
of blood: yet I was filled with joy and wonder at his 
redeeming love. O Sirs, I got leave to behold lone 
ſhining in a cup of red wine: O that I could praiſe 
him for his love. — But before I roſe from the table of 
the Lord; I was fore afraid that I would diſhonour God 
again: but when my ſpirit was overwhelmed within me, 
for fear of ſin, I muſt ſay to his praiſe, O how ſweet⸗ 
ly did the Spirit of God ſhine upon thoſe words, Mal. 
ni. ro. Prove me now herewith, ſaith the Lord. O how 
did that attribute, the faichfulneſs of God, ſhine forth 
io thoſe words, Prove. me now ? I thought i it was, as 
if the Lord had ſaid to me, in times of temptations, 
when thy foot had almoſt flidden, did I not uphold 
thee? To which I replied, that is ſure, thou didſt up- 
hold me, O Lord. And alſo, as if the Lord had ſaid, 
Prove me now for times to come.—O that I could 
. . praile him for his love! his love is unparalleled love: 


if we woold have a parallel to his love, we muſt leave 


1 the garth and go away to heaven, and * the Father gl 


\ lovin bim, as he hath loved us, John XV, 


Ou the back of this communion, I A but ſay 
that the impreſſions of what I met with were ſweet to 
me for ſometime; yea, I had f great pleaſure in think 
ing upon, and alſo in telling to others, what God had 
dane for my ſoul. Likewiſe thoſe with whom I con- r. 
daes about thoſe things, told me, that this commu 55 
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mon was to them as great a day of the Son of Min, as 
for a great while they had experienced; which was" is 
ery deſirable tidings to me.—O this duty of medita- 

tion was very profitable and ſweet to me, in which I 
really found much of the Lord's preſence with power: 


zy when I was helped to keep at this duty, I found 
i my ſpiritual enemies not ſo ſtrong. —For two weeks I' 
al ived as it had been in the ſuburbs of heaven, when 1 


thought on the Lord's loving-kindneſs to my ſoul, He 

did not ſatisfy the vehement deſires of my ſoul, ſo as 

o give me heaven in its full poſſeſſion ; yet I muſt lay, 

to his praiſe, he gave me a heaven ſome times | Upon the 
arth, © 

Sometime after this, the ſacrament was to be diſ- 


= penſed in Glaſgow, in Mr. Fiſher's congregation. On 
od turday I went to hear ſermon in the Church- yard; 
me, Ind Mr. M*Cara was on theſe words, Ifa. xl. 20. He 
cet-veth power to the faint, and to them that have no might 
Mat Wt increaſeth ſtrength. He ſpoke well to my caſe —— 


Horn preached on Rom. x. 3. For they being igno- 
ant of God's righteouſneſs, and going about to eſtabliſh 
ir own righteouſneſs, have not ſubmitted themſelves 
o the righteouſneſs of God, He ſaid, I will give 
jou two marks of trial, whereby ye may know if-ye 
ave ſubmitted yourſelves to the righteouſneſs of God : 
f ſo, ye have ſeen the ſpirituality of the law, to be ex- 
eeding broad, extending not only to the outward man, 
ore: Dot to the thoughts and ſecrets of the heart; and ye 
dave alſo ſeen the corruptions of your oon hearts,” 
Which has rendered you vile and ugly.“ Mr. Cock 


ery one the plagues of his own heart. I got leave to 
pply. This was a ſweet time to me: I Wan : 
ed in the houſe of love. | 
On the Sabbath morning I came to the firſt. table; 
r. Fiſher was on 1 Pet. ii. 7, Unto you that believe he 
precious. He held out every thing in Chriſt. to be 
fecious to the believer. I got leave to heat with * 
K 2 
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reached in the evening on 1 Kings viii. 38. Know &* , ' 


— 


8 
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s told us, OT led ſame — 


1 was ſweet in hearing, and ſweet in meditation; 


ele taube Lord, and to ut by the will of God. He then 


we mightily. Through the week I was in a very il 


Prayer became a burden; writing became 2 burden, 


Foſed frame of ſpirit: and, O but the body of ſin an 


uu OS * .. 


of mount Sinai, and ther 
of his grace. O how { 


A te en the alt ug 
t was this ſermon to me an 


I got leave to make application to myſelf. . 
On Monday, the laſt day of the ſolemnity, 1 heard me 
Mr. M*<Carz on 2 Cor, viii. 5. But firſt gave their own- 


2 much of what this giving imported: and faid, 

. ather things, it imported. That they ſaw 
Chriſt to be a ſuitable match for them: and what dud 
they give him? Their ewn/elves ; their ſouls and theit of 
bodies: yes, in a word, they gave him a/lthat they had." v! 
This day I made.2 new reſigoation of myſelf away to 
the Lord. * after I came home again, I found the 
frame of my ſpirit growing very carnal: this afſlictei 


caſe; being deſerted, I could do nothing but Gin. Whes 
I went to duty, I was fo ſeized with — that I could 
not open my mouth.—In this melancholy caſe I could 
do nothing but Ggh and groan; and ] longed far the 
Sabbath again, that I might win to the ordinances. 
Oh! 5 2 burden did all duties become to me! 


although I have found much of God in them. This 
qu that word of our Lord to me, Without mt ys cas 


nothing. 
T 


death grew ſtrong. My idols had too much roam 
my 4 which was like to be my death: yet nango 
theſe ſins could hinder the Lord to manifeſt more a 
more of his love to me: when I came to the orange 
I muſt ſay to his praiſe, he did not . me. 


he ſweet intercourſe I got of his love My. Cock be 
iog on the foreſaid text, Ber. ix. 7, be gave ſome 
marks of theſe who were truly married ta the Lamb: 
and I got leave to apply them. And I mer ſay, to che 
praiſe of the Lord, many a glorious day did I enjoy 
vader his miniſtry, I found a great deal of the Spirit 
and power of God in his ſermons ; and there was ſcarce 
any ſecret in my heart but he was directed to ſpeak to 
it.—O that I could, bleſs the Lord that ever he brought. | 
me under his miniſtrations. 

Whileſt the Lord eontinued to ſhine upon me with. 
the light of his countenance, my mountain then ſtood 
ſtrong; bat go ſooner did he hide bis face than trons 


w 
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neſs, I met with a fore trial; for a ſtorm aud tempeſt 
of ſpiritual pride, and that abominable thing, ſelf ; 
what name ſhall I give it? it is a great deceivers it is 
a God-diſhonquring and a ſoul-deſtroying thing. Then 


receive no other ſtamp, but ſelf. ſeeking. I ſaw ſo much 
e ſelf-in ſpeaking, ſo much of ſelf in writiog,. that 1 
was afraid if ever the world ſaw them, they would dif 
honour God, there was ſo much of ſelf in them. O 
that abominable thing, felf, O ſelf, that waful thing 
elf ; it will nat be ſatisfied unleſs it ride fide for fide; 
ſo to ſneak, with gloriaus Chriſt : yea, and it pulls ihe 
crow n off Chriſt's head. O the pride of my heart, it 
would de- throne gloriqus Chriſt aut of my heart π = 
This was very diſtreſſing to me: but then theſe wn, 
were bor ne in an my mind, Pſal. cxxzvit. g. Happy 
l he be that taketh and daſheth thy little ones agauyt 
if the ones. This was a little comfortable to we: 
On the hack of this, I met with's Eu uind Hamed 
jy mother, as many à one I have met with. Then 1 
ul application to him who is the hearer of progeny a 
au vas anſwered, In the warld yt ſhall have 
wt in me ye [hall laue peace. At this my corruption 
len up 2gaioſt the will of God : end the very M 


ble preſently enſued. After this diſplay of his good» 


I was afraid leſt all the duties I had performed ſhould 
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of the croſs terrified me. Many a time before th 
1 — ht I would be content to have Chriſt, with 
croſs or crown : but now the croſs of Chriſt afrighted 
me; for I was terrified, that when a day of trial came, 
all my reſolutions would blow up. I was apprehenſive 
I would be like the young man in the goſpel who came 
to Chriſt, as if he would have done any thing for e. 
' terval life; and yet when he was put to it, he went 
away ſorrowful: for I felt it was impoſſible for me to 
be denied to myſelf; O that abominable thing, elf, 
which pulls — crown off Chrift's head. —0 that he 
would deliver me from that woful diftemper of ſelf- 
ſeeking. I truly think it is one of the moſt difficult 
parts in religion, to get ſelf caſt out, and God's glory 
put in the room of i . Ah ! the enmity I found in m 
mind againſt God. One night I fell a wondering if 
there were a vame in Chriſt to anſwer ſuch a condition 
as mine is, who am ſo proud, fo rebellious, fo ſelfiſh 
.a creature, Whereupon I was anſwered with theſe 
words, Thou haſt received gifts for men, for fuch as did 
rebel, —O what ſweetneſs 1 found in theſe words! 0 

that P could praiſe him for his love! 
About this time the Lord's judgments were — 
in the earth: a bloody ſword was already drawn ; and 
I was afraid that as the ſhedding of the ſaints blood had 
been Scotland's ſin, that the ſhedding of blood may be ers 
Scatland's judgment. When 1 thought upon Scot - Net 
land's fin, I was afraid our ſins would provoke the 
Lord to depart from us, which made me to cry to the Mou 
Lord that he would graciouſly condeſcend to grant me Wen: 
theſe three petitions. Dod. 
1. That he would never take away the glorious ill 
goſpel from poor Scotland; for, if he take away his 
= he will not ſtay behind them. And ber he 
I muſt fay, to the praiſe of the Lord, he has been de bet 
me the hearer of prayer ; and be has given me his word W 
for the ground of my hope, Ifa. xlix. 1 6. Behold Y bi. 
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entinually before me : and my covenant ſball ſand fat, | 


p Pſalm IxxXxix. 28. 

2. My ſecond petition was, That Wes fats 
ace of affliction it pleaſed. the Lord to caſt me into, 
hat he would grant me his preſence in the furnace; 
ve 


or it is the preſence of the Lord that makes a furnace 
weet. And I think the glorious hearer of prayer faid | 
nto me, He ſball deliver thee in fix troubles ; yea, in 
zven there ſhall no evil touch thee, Job v. 199. 
3. My third petition was, That the Lord would give 
me my bread in a ſolitary way, if it be for his glory, 
ſee the world to be ſuch an enemy to religion. Many 
time it has interrupted my ſweet communion with 
y glorious huſband Chriſt. But in this matter 1 de- 


or ire to put a blank in Chriſt's hand. Give me, O Lord, 
m What thou wilt : but keep me from a ona ſpirit; A 
giga keep me about thy hand, O Lord. J 
on W About this time, I muſt ſay, and to the elory of 


1 


od be it ſpoken, this was a time that the Lord gave 
ie many promiſes, both for the church, and for par- 
cular perſons ; and he bath accompliſhed ſome. of 
em. O for more faith upon God, for there is not 
ve diſcovery of the faithfulneſs of God, but it hath a 
dice, and cryeth out, O believe him Who is able to 
ive an accompliſhment unto his word. O that I knew. 

ow to commend the Lord's way to all, both to ſtran- 

ers and friends; and it becomes me well ſo to 4% | 
cot · et at this time it was a trial to me to know how to 
dhe W-concile providences and the promiſes together. Al- ; 

> the rough about this time I had heard many ſweet and 

t me pm for table ſermons ; many glorious days did I enjoy-, 
e nder Mr. Cock's miniſtry: yet the congregation lay 
£1005 Will heavy on my ſpirit. It grieved me that fo very 
bie matched with the worthy and glorious Lamb. 
hene be Lord only knows what grief it hath been to me, 
en enden I was banquetted in the houſe of love, that ſo b 
word gv would come and ſee, come and taſte of his love. OI 
75 * made me many a time to cry to the Lord bora 4 
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day bf his power to the congtegation; ſo that 
fouls might be convinced and converted. And I thii 

the glorious hearer of prayer has given me his promi 
for a ground of faith, Fthar ty will great we my peil. 
tions. See Pfale xvii. 31. Ha. xhi. 14. 1 
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bs this period we are preſented with a melancholy ft 
tuation ſhe wat plunged into, after her former high 
© attaliments. She is deſerted of God, the duties 
_ Feligien become a burden to her, and Satan is lt 
__  loofe upon her with great fury: together with th 
relief ſbe found, and the gracious interviews ſit 
met with from the Lord, in RC upon him i 
duties and or FinghCes. EA | o 
17 is with pleafere 1 have it to remark, and ! 
knowledge it to the gloty and praiſe of the moſt digt 
Sodd, that fort two years before this time, I durſt x 
in the leuſſ doubt of my intereſt in glorious Chriſt; | 
enjoyed more sent and ſweet communion with G0 
than ever T had done before, both in prayer, in medi 
tation, 46d hearing the word, — Yet there i one thing 
|  F have to obſerve, that the nearer accefs I got to f 
dear Lord, the ret were my aſſa es on the b 
of ir. 
Pi L was nforned that the facramare was to be diſpei 
. ſed at Glaſgow, in the month of Jone, 1757. Ir 
fotved to attend the folemniry : and when I came tt 
place, O how fweet and refreffifut were theſe eee 
to me! till the Sabbath evening 1 heard Mr. M. 
_ preach on Mark x. conceraiag the young man in 
goſpel. how great a length one may eie religint 
and yet lack che one thing, as that man did. 1 nis 
caßonec diſquietude in we, leſt I ſhould prove 
fame. 1 15 under n that al m N 
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be like that young man who came to Chriſt, aa 
would have done any thing for eternal like 2 ap 

when he was put to it, he went away. ſorrowfſubp: hen 
ever Chriſt touched him in his predominagyy. ® 
Mr. M. Cara preached ou Mogday, being tho laſk day 
of the feaſt: and I may ſay it was the great day of it to 
me. He was on 2 John 8. Look to younſaluea, that u 


ot the times that believers gained, and how they came 
to. loſe theſe things they had weonght. Mt. Horn 
cloſed the work on theſe words, Watch ye, fand faſt 
in the faith, quis you lite men, be firong.. He exhorted 
us to ſtand tall in the ſpiritual wartare, and to quit 
ourſelves-like men. And I am ſure he ſpoke as direct · 
ly to my caſe, as if he had knows it; but, being con- 


no truſt in it à and I wanted faith io truſi Chriſt with 
the keeping of it. Alas! bow was L then burdened 
vith fear af diſhapauring God, and wounding religion! 


enemy: this embittered all my comfortis. 


trouble, and anguiſh of ſpirit 1 was brought uader 
after this communion; a ſcene of perplexing fears en- 
ſued, left all 1 had attained to would wire aut 10 


Que day I was looking on a ſermon, an theſe words, 
Watch and pray, that ye enter nat into temptatian. 
author ſpoke to many-caſes that -mightobe perplexing 
and to the fins of the tempted : He abſer ved. That 
| the great fan of the tempted lay in miſbellef of he pro- 
miſes, and the power of God to keep the in the hour 


wouder and admira ion, at the goodneſs of Gad 19.10 


was; I thought nnn d did net 


3 
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uns would blow up, when: a day of tial cometh, and. 20 


8 


hſe not thoſe things which we have wrought, He ſpoke 


vinced of the treachery of my own. heart, I durſt pat - 


I was afraid 1 would fall ſome day. by the. hagd of the 
am now-in a great ſtrait haw to record what grief. 


naught; and all wy reſolutions prove like the morning 
cloud, and the early dew, that ſoon paſſeth Wa. 


unworthy; ubgruteful, and rebelligus z; creature; 5% . 
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me fall into puniſhment for. the ſin of unbelief:/ i 
went into a room, and fell down on my face, reſolve 
to ſacrifice to God the ſacrifice of thanſgiving for this 
inſtance of faithfulneſs, and the many great deliver: 
ances he hath given to me, out of the hand of the e. 
nemy. O how ſhall I record the long-ſuffering. pati 
ence of the Lord, who did not manifeſt himfelt to me 
in wrath for ſo doing. I got leave to aft faith, and 
to pour out my ſoul into his boſom: but I got not ont 
of the place till a meſſenger of Satan was ſent to buffet 
me, and I had a thorne in the fleſh to (grapple with, 

The adverſary gave me a terrible onſet ; — told me, 
I only loved God for his deliverance, not for his holi- 
neſs; and that this was but a mark of hypocrites, who 
love God only for his benefits, not for his holineſs. 
O difficult work; it is not eaſy to know what it is to 
love. God for his holineſs. When I looked into the 
ſcripture, 1 ſaw that it was the practice of the ſaints to 
lore the Lord, becauſe he did ſo and ſo: but what it 
was to love God for his N is no ſmall difficoll 
for me to know. 

After this I fell under an extraordinary Gade 60 
that I could apply myſelf to nothing; duties were a very 
burden to me, and that becauſe I found not the Lord 
in them. All the glorious days I had enjoyed were no 
comfort to me. Theſe words often haunted "ou mind, 
Luke xxii. -32. But I have prayed for thee, that thy 
Faith fail not: with Jobn xvi. 22. And ye now therefore 
have forrow ; but I will ſee you again, and your heart 
Hall rejoice. But I was greatly afraid that the clo 
would remain long upon my ſoul. 
The time of our ſacrament being to obs: Silent 

drew near; the thought of which bred many doubt 


in my mind what to do, knowing that I was not in a 
communion frame and diſpoſition. Mr. M. Cara preach 


ed the faſt-day, on Heb. x. 22. Let us drau near, with 


a true heart, in full aſſurance of Faith. He ſpoke to 


. ** were! in the way of W near 


Si p 
9999 ' 


 MU#RION LE AMTRD.. St 
to God: but my greateſt difficulty he ſpoke not to. 
In the time of the Saturday's ſermons I was like a dead 
dog, or an unclean beaſt. Oh! the confuſion I was 
in! and when I went to duty, my tongue cleave to 
the roof of ay jr. 9 
On the Sabbath morning, Mr. Cock preached! on 
Zech. xiii. 7. Awake, O fword, againſt my Shepherd, 
and againſt the Man that is my Fellow, faith the Lord of 
Hoſts ; fmite the Shepherd, and the ſbeep ſhall be ſcatter- 
ed: and I will turn mine hand upon 
had a great ſermon, and very comfortable; but my 
deadneſs was ſo exceeding great, that I could not take 
comfort. And when he came to fence the” tables, I 
thought he cut me off; for he cut off all from that 
holy table, that had inbred murdering thoughts. Then 
[ preſently concluded I was guilty: for, although I 


have I been haunted with thoughts of ſelf- murder 
From day to day have. they haunted me like a ghoſt, 
although I abhorred them, and was ſore afraid leſt I 
hould be ſwallowed up with the violence of this temp- 
tation. But bleſſed be the Lord who always made a 
way of eſcape. Some may think this a very ſtrange '_ 
temptation, a fin againſt the very light of nature, and 

the very letter of the law of God, Thou- ſbalt not ill. 
Ah! the confuſion I was in: and I almoſt concluded” 
that I would got communicate this day; yet there was 
a ſecret word borne in on me, I this thy kindneſi for 
thy friend? When Mr. Fiſher invited us to come to 
the laſt table, he ſaid, ©* Altho''yon cannot ſay with 
the woman, that you love much, becauſe much is for- 
given you; yet if ye can ſee and ſay that ye have much 
to be forgiven, we bid you come ts the Lord's table.“ 
| On hearing this, I preſently thought he invited me: 
for I have much to be forgiven: and then I aroſe and 
went to the table; but my Lord was-abſent. 
When the ſolema work of the day was over, I re- 

tired to a ſecret place to pray, thinking that-perbaps I 
1 8 L 2 r 
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the little ones, He 19 


never had thoughts of murdering any body, how often 


4 


I had the roaring lion to grapple with, 


5 y on me, and to ſuch a degree, .that Lv Was e 
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might meet with the Lord: but there was nothing dit 
deadueſs; and I was greatly afraid that the cht woyl 
be ee ee nate Oh! I cond not think 
the Hidings of the Lord's praciotts face. I received 
ſtrong conviction for my ſin and folly is day; eſpe 
cially how ungrateful I proved to ſo Hh a Lord : and 
alfo for grieving the heart of our miniſter; for I tl 
Hit he trad but me off in fencing the tables. When? 
did fo, he indeed told me, it was a tempration of Gr. 
tan; and if I neglected the duty of commanicating, 1 
might come to fmart for it afterwards.—I reſolved, 
that che firſt occaſion of that nature that. offered, 
1 ſhould not do as I had done this day. 5M 
In this melancholly ſi tuation, O what burden 01 
all religious duties become to me! verily I thought 
Was a wearineſs to ſerve the Lord, when I could not 
find him iu the duty. And amid ſt all my do wn- caſting 
who loves we 
0 fifh in muddy waters, The enemy would- often per- 
ſuadde me, that there was no reality in religion. Ho- 
ever, theſe conſideratĩions enabled me not to credit it. 
x. I there were no reality in religion, how comes it t 
pals that graceleſs ſinners, when they come to die, When 
ple are for ordinary moſt ferious, do' fo frequently 
re to be religious? 2. If there be no reality in re. 
Aion, how comes it to paſs, that the religious are fn 
often encouraged by God, in the practice and profet 
Hon of religion; and meet with ſo many mercies from 
the God they ſerve; and many of theſe mercies come 
to them as the anſwer of their prayers ? 3. H there be 
uo reality in religion, how comes it to paſs, that «he 
—＋ ts threatened apainſt the wicked, in Goll 
have ſo frequently ſuch an exact accompliſh 
hows, Hove 6th have need to take heed of fighting* 
inſt Satan with human reaſon; for that 'leviathan 
ughs at the ſhaking of this 2 his ſkin is too thick 
dad his ſcales too cloſs to be pi by w. 
Did Satan leave me ſo? 8 He came ſo Geri 
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again to ſelfe murder. Then I cryed to the Lord, and. 
ſaid, The Lord rebuke thee; O Satan ; even” the Lard that 
hath choſen Feruſalem rebuke thee. = | 
Whatever has been in my lot of. judgients or mer- 
cies, 4 fee matter for a ſong. 1, The judgment of 
temptations ; they are not like the gall of aſps, bitter 
and deadly : bot like good rubarb and aloes, by which 
iniquity ſhall be porged. 2. The judgment of cor- + 
ruption humblerh, and layeth us low; fo that we may 
become the habitation, where the Lord will dwell. 
And is not this matter of a ſong? and it ſends ud ma- 
ny errands to the throne of grace. 3. In the judgment 
of de/ertion we want not matter of a ſong ; for this a- 
mong other reaſons, becauſe the Lord thereby teacherh = 
us that we cannot ſtand on our own feet; we are hike 
2 broken glaſs that cannot ſtand without a ſupport. — / 
When 1 cnjoyed- the light of God's countenance, 1 
thought never to be moved; but now he hath hidden 
his face, and I am troubled :, and yet it is matter of a 
long ; and that betanſe this long deſertion is bat mak- 
ing way for a new manifeſtation, where we ſhall get a 
new ſong-put in our mouth, Pſalm goth, where David 
was ſhewing how he was in the depths, where there was 
no ftanding.; but what follows? He et my Feet upon.a 
rock, e g in my mouth, VEN aher er 
aur God. ; | 
This week. our miniſter had a faft-dayz- and he 
preached on Pſalm cxliv. 5. Bow: thy heavens, O Lard, 
and come town! touch the mountains, and they ſhathnake.. 
He obſerved, that there were mountains of Bether be- 
tween the Lord and his people: but if he would touch - 
them, they would ſmoke or flee g π] ] This was very 
refreſhing: tome; for I'was at tHfs time greatly deſert- 
ed.—The Sabbath-day following, the LIMenNt was 
to be difpenfed in Mr. M*Cara's congregation, here 
I reſolved to attend. When I-came to the place, O 
how {weet and refreſhing were the ſermons on Saturday 
me Mr. Moir e . di. 1. Bere 
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whoſe eyes Jeſus Chriſt hath been evidently. ſet forth, em 
ciſted among you. The, whole of it was ſweet to met 
but when be came to the application, he gave us ſome 
marks of trial; and in the mean time my heart could 
have ſealed the truth of the evidences he condeſcendel 
upon: he ſpoke of the very language of my heart; aul 
I wanted not ſome meaſure of joy in hearing this ſer- 
mon. I thought he ſpoke directiy to my caſe; and[ 
got a new confirmation of my adoption. 

Mr. Cock was on Phil. iv. 19. But Ged ſhall ſub 
ply all your needs, according to his jel in glory, by 
Chrift Feſus. O but this was a ſweet ſermon to me: 
for I ſaw in glorious Chriſt that which could ſu pply all 
my wants. Am I ignorant? he is a Prophet: am re 

ilty? he is a Prieſt : have I enemies? he is a King, 
What though the devil tempt me to miſbelief, I cn 
anſwer him with the promiſes: what though I meet 
with afflictions; a crown of glory will make up for all. 
Yea, all things are in glorious Chriſt that I want 
This was a very comfortable night to me; and thele 
words haunted my mind, San&ify yourſelves, for tt 
morrow the Lord will do wonders among ft you | 

Mr. M*Cara had his action - ſermon in Deut. xxx. 19. 
I call heaven and earth to record this day againſt yu, 
_ that I have ſet before you life and death, bleſſing and cur- 
ing: therefore chooſe life that both thee and thy > fred may 
ive. He called all things in heaven, and all thingggn 
the earth to witneſs againſt us, if we would not a 
of Obriſt. 1 thought there was a remarkable power 
came along with the words, making me willing to con- 
| ſent to this Bleſſed bargain. In which place I took t0 
witneſs the heav&gand the earth, that it was a ſealed 
bargain betwixt Ehn and me; for I was made will 
ing with the offer. —After that I had conſented to thi 
bleſſed” bargain deliberately, I went to get it ſealed 
the table of the Lord, My petitions at the table were 
theſe, ** That the Lord would continue his goſpel Þ 
Scotland. for ever; and that he would. CORUS 
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ſpel in that congregation; for, at this time, there 
— ſurmiſes of Mr. M*Cara's leaving them, 
which was great ſorrow to me then, and ſtill more ſo 
when it actually took place, as it really did a ſhort 
time after this.” My third petition was, ** 'That the 
Lord would open the hearts of ſinners in that congre- 
pation to conſent to glorious Chriſt, ſo freely offered 
to them in the goſpel.” - There were alſo ſome petiti- 
ons put up for myſelf; particularly, That be would 
eep me from all ſin.— I here this day promiſe, as in 
thy ſight, O Lord, to ſtand to thy intereſt though 
perſecution ſhould ariſe, and to lay down my life, if 
thou calleſt for it. Come, Lord, tie both me and my 
reſolutions faſt to thyſelf, that I ſlide not back in try- 
ing times.“ but this was a comfortable day to me, 
herein my intereſt in Chriſt was as viſible to me as if 
t had been written in golden letters before mine eyes. 
t is impoſſible for the tongue of men and angels to de- 
lare the joy and comfort I experienced, When I thys 
pave myſelf to the Lord: and, in teſtimony whereof, 
take myſelf to witneſs, and all in beaven and earth, 
hat I am not my own, but the Lord's. Written and 
ubſcribed at Bruatſhields, the fourth Sabbath of July, 
7597. MARION LAIR DPD. 
As to my requeſt about Mr. M*Cara's leaving the 
lace, I thovght I was anſwered thus, What ye know 
aw, ye ball know hereafter. And there came ſuch 
K power along with the words, which made me 
o ſay,” ord, it is enough. And as for my requeſt to 
de keeped from apoſtacy, I was anſwered, My grace 
ſufficient for thee ; for my firength it mad perfeft in 


by weakneſs.” * ne 
bag of this ſolemnity I was much affected 
of judgments, both preſent, and what 
ming. At this time we were threatea- 
d with both word and famine. When I thought on 
is nghtedus jodgments, my heart trembled within me. 
bow often did I ſupplicate the throne of grace, that 
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bo thy glorious name's fake, remember this frnful 
church and nation; and when thou comeſt with ut 


both miviſters and people, that they may come out 
thou loveſt to dwell in-this covenanted Scotland. 


when wilt thou briog me to the full eo 


| ing cloud would erer cover me Hom Mg: Eels 
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the Lord would give firength according to. the day d 
trial; for I was afraid that trying days were a-coming, 
Yet there are two things I was apprebenſive might be 
our judgwent. I could dot conſent to the firſt, dame 
the Lord's leaving the land, and taking the preciou 
oſpel from us, and the goſpel miniſter's; mahiag ut 
again A babitation of idolatry.—Another thibg'T/cavl{ 
not conſent to, the want of the Lord's preſence ia ib 
furnace; for his preſence will make even the fur nac 
ſweet : 1 would willingly yield to any trial, whatevet 
he would ſee fit to tryſt us with, if fo be it were 1 
purge away our ſins, and make us more holy: but 1 
ſubmit to the taking away the goſpel from Scotland 
that 1, would never do; no, my heart would new 
comply with that. 1 find that in the goſpel which is 
Fwersall caſes. Then I was difpoſed to ſay, O Lor 


fore. judgments, let them be for purging and putify 
the furnace all glorious, that other nations way =. 


Now, Lord, for Chriſt's ſake, when thou in wrat! 
viſiteſt this land, and altho' I ſhould fall in the commdl 
_ calamity;-yer let my ſoul be united to thee in peact 
O do not ſuffer me to flinch from the leaſt artigle" 
thy truth; Let not my ſelf-ends'get more roo A 
_. heart than thy glory. But, O Lord, if it w a 
- thy glory to hide me in the grave, before thou ＋ 
dot of Aby place, to, puniſh the inhabitants of "th 
earth for their -ioiquities ; yet, Nor my will 17 l 
but thy Joly will, Now, O God, ſeeiog there is-fud 
n vehement: deſire in my heart to be with ol 
engl 


+ 


ern 


glorious preſence within. the vail, whe 


again 3 and; where I may be free from We 
from 2 wicked heart, and free from a n 
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This periad gives ws. an account of her being viſited 
with bodily tranble ; her reſignation" to tho will F 


Cod therein, though impreſſed with the views of its 
being lengthened out : together with the reaſons, 


home io her Father's houſe ; and the agreeable en- 
tertainment ſhe met from the Lord both in n public 
and FC iwate. 5 | | 


* 


ny kind Lord's way with me, often- times to hedge 
my way with thorns of affliction; by this he has made 
ne to efcape ſome of the pollutions of the world: yet 
de has puniſhed me leſs than my. iniquities deſerve. 

, Wowever, under theſe afflictions, the Lord hath been 


hereby I have ſeen more of the vanity of the world 
ban ever I ſaw by affliction: he has given me ſome- 
nes ſuch a view of his glory, as darkened the glorx 

rau created objects; and by which I got above the 
ouds of darkneſs and unbelief now and then: and 


ne world again, x 
About the middle of Auguſt 1757, in pleaſed the 
old to viſit me with afflitiogs on my body.—Q what 
In 1, that he ſhould be ſo cHdeſctading to me, as to 
arg me of afflictions before they came upon me 
bore iu upon my mind theſe words, Amos iv. 12. 
becauſe [will do thus unto thee; prepare to meet thy Gau, 
I //rael, And Exod. xix. 5. Be ye ready againſt the 
* day. — The Lord, by his grace, enabled me 10 
et the whole of this work back into his owe hand; 
at he would ſanctify and prepare me for what he had 
mind 10 do with me. O what divine majeſty. L ſaw. 
M 
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why ſhe fo often defired 1 be diſembodied, and get 


EVER ſince 1 d 8 it EP 5 


ery kind to my ſoul, in manifeſting his glory to me: 


ad would I have been never to have as, down to 
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out thereof when they are ſufficiently purified: fron 


5 under a ſilent rod. The Chriſtians of old have taken 


can take up what the rod ſpeaks; it is only the perſon 


. croſs and lofs, with any trial he pleaſed, But this! 


me a heart to diſpoſe of them for thy glory; andil 


bleſſed word! A ſweeter time than this I never enjop 


ſaw before. O Sirs, but a believing view of the ſoul⸗ 


bout the language of the rod. I often begged of God 
that he would ſbew me wherefore he contended with me Mo 


go MWEMOIRE:S 6 


in reading this 19th chapter of Exodus! O what . 
his love ſhined to me in other parts of the inſpired and 


ed: for ſaw that in the holy ſcriptures which I ney 


meeting with its Redeemer, and receiving a crown d 
glory from him at laſt, is an excellent ſupport unde ke 
the heavieſt affliction. Faith repreſents Chriſt as ſtand w. 
mg by the furnace as a refiner, where his gold is mel Hen 
ing, carefully overſecing the trials of his people, tha. 
they may work for their good, and ready to bring then fit 


their dr oſs. 7 el 
At this time, however, I was greatly m the dark a a 


and if there be any ſecret ſin I know not, he would 
ſhew it unto me, — It is exceedingly diſtreſſing to be 


much pains. to know the voice of the rods that they 
met withy as is clear from 2 Sam. xxi. 1. and Job vii 
20, Yet it is not every man, nor every Woman, that 


who is endowed with much . wiſdom fron 
God. 55 
One day when I was meditating on the voice i 
language of the rod, it came into my mind, that f 
rod may be for the trial and exerciſe of my faith + 
remember, hen my kind Lord was pleaſed to bring 
me into the chambers of his preſence, and made ms 
give myſelf away to him; then I thought, thro the 
ſtreng of the Lord's grace, I would be content Wunder 


greatly deſired, that he would keep my intereſt i h 
ſelf clear to me, and alſo keep me about bis own hago 
O Lord, if thou giveſt me riches in this World, 


poverty be for thy glory, O make me content wil 


MARJON'LATRD. ot 
« jt, or any thing thou pleaſeſt. I have heard of 
one who ſaid, He is an unworthy wretch that. cannot 
be content with God in Chriſt, with the want of all 

other things. But, ah how ungratefu] have I been 
un to him! I have been a backflider in heart; yet, O what 
n hach he done for my ſoul ! and how many ſignal to- 
der ens of his love hath he beſtowed on unworthy me, 
which many of his own dear children did not experi- 
ence, at leaſt, in ſuch a meaſure? Job v. 15. Happy 
is the man whom God correcteth. I dare ſay, that af- 
ge have been no ſmall mercy to me: the Lord 
ofzen-hedged in my way, from fin, with the rod; 
et e the Lord's goodneſs to me, when 
e laid His afflicting hand on me, I had a new anna 

to fight with 3 and my own predominants 

ould not get my will brought to ſubmit to God's will. 

y great conflict was, theſe twelve years bygone, in 
ny afflictions, to get my heart brought the length to 


de chearfully content and ſubmiſſive to God's will, ö 
weiden he turned me back again into the wilderneſs. + 
* Here I will givę ſome account of the reaſons where- | 

t . 


pon my defires to die were founded, 
1. I was as one impatient till I be above, at uninter- 
ted fellowſhip and communion with glorious Chrift, ' 1 
ill never be at reſt, enjoy what 1 will, uot I get 
briſhz until I obtain theſe endearing and you. 2. 
nbracements of that noble Plant of Renown, the flower 
ak the ſtock of Jeſſe, who is the light of the higher 
108Wouſe,—lt hath pleaſed the Lord to give poor unwor- 
hy me ſuch lively diſcoveries of . the love of God in. 


y, WeWhriſt, that I longed to be altogether with him, Shes. 
willWhere would be no more parting again. 
this 1 2. I deſire to be avenged on my enemies, 2 


Rag. O that the Lord may enable me to carry the 
cod of Chriſt continually along with me, in the hand 
OO faith, eſpecially in the day of battle; for the enemy 
ies at the Sight of it; And they overcame by the blood. 
f the . Rev, xii. 11.0 bow ſweet has theſe 
M 2 
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words been to me, Stronger ir he that. 1 1554 tha 

he that is in the world : Theſe enemies whom ye ſes d 

day, ye ſball ſee no more! ' 11longed mpch for the vis 
over Satan, and a deceitful heart. 

3. 1 deſired to die, becanſe I was fo ufele/7 for he 
aids Gol in the world, where be is fo much dite 
noured by all ranks and denominations. ' 

4. J deſired to die, becauſe I was afraid of Fallin 
in time of trial. I was very much affaulred this way: 
but my great relief was that which has been my life, viz 
the promiſe, 1 Cor. x. 13. There hath no temptation takn 
you, but ſuch as is common to man: but God is a 
who will not fuffer you to be tempted above that Yb an 
able; but will with the temptation alſo make a way 
- eſcape, that ye may be able to — it. It is not, 'Whit 
1 have, that makes me promiſe, or expect . 
dearing; but what is in Chriſt, and the promiſe. 
At his time, however, I was very tiyerous to mee 

with death: I thought many ro trials the Lon 
© hath brought me through; but death is a trial I han 
no experience of.—O that I could praiſe the Lord fol 
his aſtoniſhin _ and condeſcendency to me at thi 
time, althon ht of ſore affliction on my * 
O bow Facetly a Phe Lord ſhine on theſe words 
me, Take this rod in thine hand, therewith thou ſhalt 
Love ; namely, the rod of the promiſe in the hand 
faith; with alm Xvill. 28. Fur thou wilt light n 
cxindle; the Lord my God will enlighten my play (6 | 
the aftoniſhing ſovereignty of the grace of God! 
the Spirit of God ſhining on theſe words, I thong 
that death was no more to me but to throw "myſelf i i 
the arms of glorious Chriſt, I was indeed once: 
moch afraid of death as any, when 1 ſtocd tres be 
under the terrors of God's law: but, in the merge 
_ © Bod, and by the power of his grace, 1 was made cht 
© poledly, and with joy, to ack” death in a 
vo dare to look it in the face, in its | 
. + hapes, and hope to have the victory throngh Chi 
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i really longed for it. O for the er n 
wait for his coming. 
It pleaſed che Lord to recover me a little ont of this | 
" affliction: but theſe words very muck hivnted my 
„mind, Mal. iii. 1. The Lord whom ye ſeek, ſhall fudderty 
o come to his temple ; even the meſſeng er of the covenant, 
wham ye delight in. I will come again, and recetve'yon 
unto N that where I am, there ye may be alſo, John 
xiv. oft i in the Lord, and patiently wait for him; 
do not 7 fret. I truly thought this was the voice of God 
to me: for, although I dare not repine at his afffiting ' 
hand; I longed exceedingly to be with the Lord, 
defire to believe, that there is not a grain weight of 1 
fliction in my cup which infinite wiſdom doth not | 
think fit ſhould be there. And 1 firmly beſieve, and La 
gb defire to reſt upon this, that infinite wiſdom and infi- 
vite love, was at the mixing of the cup: and his ten- 
der heart will carve no more out to me than what he 
enables me to bear. O it is comfortable that Chriſt 
hath gone to heaven by the way of the croſs ; that bis 
bleſſed feet hath trodden that way; and that his pre- 
it thi} cious lips hath drunk of that cup. That has been a 
boch ſweet word to me many a time, In all your affiittions, 
rds am afflicted. Well may 1 fay, D e x 
balt be is this, to ſuch an unworthy creature. | 
ins Y On October 23d, 1757, Mr. Cock 88 on Zech. 
bt molly xiii. 7. Awake, © fword, againſt my Shepherd e 
ſr 1 Of the Man that : ey e "ſeirh the Lord of Hofts 
This day he was on the application ; and he ated | 
all believers to devote themſelves away to the Lord, and 
Fi all that they had to him, who had expoſed his breaſt 
zee 25 a living ſhield to the ſword of juſtice for them: and 
| he alſo exhorted us to prepare for ſufferings. He ſajd, 
* Some of you may live to ſee ſnffering days for the 
« truths of Chriſt.” At hearing of this, 1 was afrdid _ 
that L would flinch from the truth when a trying time 
would come. Then theſe ſcriptures were made ſweer 
and comfortable to me: Be ffrong in the Lord, and in 
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the' power of bis might « and he ſball bring forth thy 
righteouſneſs as the light. Said I not unto thee, if thou 
wouldeſt believe, thou ſbouldeſt ſee the glory of God. —T his 
Vas a ſweet night to Fane after I came from the ordi- 
nances, I went to a ſecret place, where I again made 
a new reſignation of myſelf to the Lord's ſervice; to 
do and ſuffer whatever he pleaſed, and ſhould call me 
to, on condition he give me ftrength to do it. I deny 
all ſtrength of mine own to do any thing that is good, 
Daily experience hath taught me the truth of this: 
<< herefore, O Lord, I again and again give up my- 
ſelf to thee, in a ſacrifice to thee this night; and, in 
teſtimony hereof, I have thought it, I have ſpoken. it 
in prayer, and now I have written it.” 


The 3oth of November, 17 57. 1 ſer apart for faſt- | 
ing and prayer. At this time I was affected with the 


ſenſe of judgments, both preſent, and what I feared 


Was a-coming. It was reported, that the French were 


coming on us.——At this time we had the Highland-* 


watch lying in our place, whereby the town way great- ' 


ly. defiled, by their abominations, and the holy name 


of God dreadfully blaſphemed : and many were the in- 
digaities that was Tek to the Lord Jeſus Chriſt. —At 
this time there were few making conſcience of puttin oe 


honour upon the Lord by witneſſing for his cauſe 


ceſtimaby. - We are all obliged, by the oath of God, 
to own it and cleave to it, although many at this day 
ate aſhamed to own theſe vows. But, alas l who can 
think upon our ſad deplorable condition, and not have 
Their eyes affecting their hearts, and wiſhing that their 


head were waters, and their eycs fountains of. tears, 
to weep day and night, if it were poſſible, wigh tears 


of blood, for our great and grievous defectioſ back 
ſlidings, and apoſtacies from God, and from pute cor 


venanted · work of refor mation? No nation in 


hath ſo far changed their glory, for their ſhame.— Far 
theſe, and many other abominations, I re 19; be” 
r this day before the Lord. 185 
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PERIOD. TENTH. 
7 bis 3 wufeati us with y on commencement of oy. 


| 

| 

; 

fore trouble ſhe' was ſeized with, which laſted ro | 
ö ral years, and at laſt iſſued in her diſſolution: lo- 

: gether with the preſages ſhe had of its approach, 

| and the certain grounds that it was to be a lengths 
ened aut rod ; with her pad under it, Ta * 
g ff nine years thereof... 


1T pleaſed the Lord; in the 1 of 8 | 
1757, to bind me with the cords of affliction: my badx 
1 was ſore pained with ſtitches, as if ſo many darts had 
been ſtuck in it, and left there; and all the means uſed 
bor my relief, rather increaſed chan alleviated my pain. 
All phyſicians were of no avail to me, My will was 


very ſubmiſſive to the will of God for ſome time, till 
+ WH 7 met with ſeveral diſappointments; then I thought I 
e vas like the children of Iſrael, who were brought unta 
g. the borders of Canaan, and for their ſin were turned 
t back into the wildernefs again. Thea I went to the 
1 Lord by prayer, to aſk his mind concerning the rod, 
Ft or if it was preſent death. The glorious hearer of 
4." Wl prayer anſwered me with theſe words, I it nat for you 

ay 70 know the times and the ſeaſons which, the Father hath 
bY kept in his own hand. Te have need of Fatience, that 
ve ter ye have done the will of Cod, ye may; receive the \ 
ir Promises, Heb. x. 36. The viſion is for an appointed 
„ Wl i, Hab. ii. 3. From theſe words I ſaw my ae 
55 was to be leng thened out : then unbelief took occaſion + 
K. from theſe r A thouſand years are with the Lord at 
ee day. O bow hard a matter did I find it 10 learn 
44 to be content? it was to me like the cutting off a right 
bad, or the plucking out a right eye: It was ſo croſs - 
= by my nature, that I think I might fitly compare my 
bear 4 roi. when the fire is 10 to it, * * ; 
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tte ſeum to appear that was nor ſeen RES *. 

_ * the fire of affliction was kindled, it made much of the 
ſcum of diſcontentment to appear; the ſcum of ſelf, 
aud the ſcum of pride. O how did my proud heart 
rife again, in deſpiſing the chaſtening of the Lord ? But 
glory to him, he dealt nat with. me as L fanned, nor did 
 requite my ill. When my trouble was molt ſevere, he 
ve me many a broad ſight. of the promiſed land, "and 
me foretaſtes of the fruit that groweth upon the tree 
of life. At ſome other times, he withheld" the imme- 
diate ſhinivg upon his word; on which he hath cauſed 
me to hope; then I found my ſoul ſhrink at comi 
oot of the body: but judging kim faithful,” in keeping 
that which is commitred' unto him, I reſolved ro: eaſt 
elf over upon bim in death and in life. At ſome. 
times, it pleaſed the Lord to draw aſide the vail, 
aud to diſcover the glory of God in the face of Jeſos 
. whict did fo ioflame my ſoul with deſires: to be alto N. 
ther with the Lord, that truly I thought hell would N co 
e nothing to have paſſed through, at the neateſt, to dit 
bare thefe eternal embracements of my Lord withiu the tit 
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unt of coinmunion and fellowſhip with G?! 
When it plcaſed the Lord to give me a little mitigs 
tidit of my trouble, he vailed his glory again and _ aut 
I moſt ri hag the liſts with my fpiritual enemies. ue 
- the diſcontentment of my heart, ſupported by anc 
and fetf. - 1 thought my heart was a very den of devils 
That word ſometimes ran in my mind, Let it fin 
Vel. Thit* the hoſe of David wax flrenger and ſirongen 
And the honje of Saul weaker and weaker. O how could 
T believe, 9 grace, like the houſe of David, was 
growing Rrogger j” and Go, like the houſe of + Saul 
growing 1 3 I had a heart fo full of. dijed 
tentmeut, © the holy will of Gods oe 
conſulted with - wn and reaſon: then 1 5 
there 1p more appearance of an out-gate Te 
| | the firſt day of it. 1 vas thek 3 
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God, and I ſaid, I do well to be angry : but immedi- 
ately that word came, I will ſparply reprove thee 4 and 
with it ſuch a ſenſe of God's 
my ſonl, as made me think, 
of trouble on the body, could have no preportion. to 
that ſenſe of wrath I felt upon my ſoul, o tnoweth 
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before, nor read of, except iu a letter of Mr. Ruther- 


N 


I bred a plea with Chriſt, for caſting, me over the 
« dyke of the vineyard :” he adds, my throat was - 
cc lde with the ſmoke of hell; and I would have” 
„bought peace again with Chriſt, with a thouſand 

« years ſuffering in hell.“ O that the children of God 
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timation of pardon in theſe words, Iſa. xx vil. 
is not in me s le huth poured upon him the fury of l 
anger, in the firength of battle: with Ezek. xvi. 63. 
I am pacified — thee, For all that thou haſt dane, 
ait h the Lord of Hoſts. Here I got leave to ſee by auth. 
and in the 5 of the word of God, the love of God, - 
and the wiſdom of God, in laying help upon one ws. 
s mighty, to bear that load of wrath, that would has, 
preſſed us to the loweſt hell. I alſo got kare to be: 
bold the Son of God ſubſtituting himſelt in the la 
room of elect ſingers, and God pouri N bps 
bim the fury of his anger, in the ſtrengch of battle, 
til jollice was ſatisfied in the dear Son * his lave; 
dad, id virtue thereof, God ſmelling r par in 
hig bleſſed ſacrifice, theſe glad news has 
83 -his encellent glory, 1am pacified towards — 4 
or all that thau % dome, faith the Lord Cod. Now, 
ihatghe 84 land. theſe. "oo truly verified; * 


Ts 


great davger:of- -Faintivg vader the chaltening of the | 

Lord. 

One day. my heart was raging diſcotttentedly agaialt | 

Fa was poured into 
' 8 of years 


the power of thy wrath? I never experienced the like 
tord's, for the ſame ſin of diſcontentment. He fays,..._ 


would be aware of ſpliting on this rock! O that 1 
could love and adore the ſovereignty of God, in ſnort- 
ning that ſhock of his wrath, and ia giving me a new i. 
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der in heart ſhall be filled with: his own - Ways : 
own wickedneſs ball correct thee, and thy back/liamg 
Hall reprove thee, Jer. ii. 19. I likewiſe ſaw fin ig; 
* _ brighter light than ever 1 did before.—Many thigki 
| a difficult work to die; but truly 1 thought it mog 
difficult to live, becauſe of the deceitfulnefs.of my own 
heart. The Lord enabled me to triumph both ove 
the fear of death, and love of life; but not above ez 
fear of ſin: not that I feared fin, from a fear of hel. 
nor yet for fear of fatherly chaſtiſement; but becauleMy , 
it is that abominable thing which offends a 17 ths God ll e 
Sin made me long mach for conformity to God. * 
- On& day upon the back of this, when I was on we. © 
3 I found a ſtrong de ſire in my mind to be bac in 
at the. pleaſures of the world. I fell a conſidering MM.,, 
from whence the deſire aroſe, it being fo contrary v me 
my ordinary deſires: although I never bad any light c.; 
from the Lord's word, that he would turn me back 
gain into the world, it was a part of my battle to gd 
my will ſubmiſſive to the will of God, whatever way an 
ſeemeth bim good: but my greateſt deſire was tobe... 
with Chriſt, which it far better. While I was conk 
deting the matter, it pleaſed the Lord to bear-in thele 
words upon my mind, Matth. iv. 8. The devil taketh 
im un into an txcreding high mcuntain, and ſheweth hin 
all the kingdoms of the world, and the glory of them, ic; 
_ theſe wore the Lord difcovered to me the fubtilty. 
Satan, io alluring my affections, by the glory of s lot 
world. ie brought into my mind alſo a ſayin this 
Mr. Welwgod's, © This world hath bewitched 275 
| # worldliogs out of their wits; and ſome of the ſaiou 
£ of God, in a great meaſure,” 
By Ibis time I was brought very low, * ci 
. deprived of converſe with thoſe who had formerly: 
_vefreſhfnl to me, through the Lord's bleſſing. 
| Hranger miniſters came to viſit me; the firſt of « 
| aſked me, What J thought of Chriſt ? I told viel { 
= e ** 5 ver) little about 8 edo 


1 


commit all that concerned me unto him; The Fat 
hath committed all things into his hand, — The ſecond 
ſpoke on Mark ix. 7. A bright cloud overſbadnwed them, 
and a vaice came out of. thæ cloud. He ſaid, every afflic- 
tion was a cloud, \aod every cloud had a voice; and 
he moreover added, Hear ye the voice of the rod, and 


vi. 48. concerning the man ho built his houſe upon 
a rock; when the floods aroſe, and the ſtorms beat 


was built upon a rock. He alfo ſaid, that death diſ- 
covered the reality of religion in ſome, and hypagiily 
in gthers.—I could ſpeak to none of them, through 
weakneſs, but the firſt, By this the Lord taught me 
more and more the emptineſs of all things, beſide him- 
ſelf; and weaned me away from all created comforts : 


fide it would have taken my breath away for a little 


tle I had improved my tongue for God, and the con- 


hel -cros of his glory, when I was in health, "Man's 


tangue is his glory; and therewith he ought to glority; 
condeſcendency of God: he was often pleaſed, by his” 


doth with his friend, when I could be aftive for no- 


large meditations on theſe words, Let Chriſt in al 


ung, have the pre-eminence. I ſaw him to have the 
nuch pre · eminence above all relations. Compare him with 
haſband; he faith, Thy Maker is thy Huſband ; ie 
| "oi ad of the whole earth ſball he be called, —Compare him... 
"a vich a brother; he is the bleſſed brother born for ad- 
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his worth and matchleſs excellency. r ab2.55 ans 


him that hath appointed it.— The third ſpoke. on Luke 


vehemently upon it, it could not be ſhaken, becauſe it | 


for, at this time, if one had come ſuddeoly to my bed- 


fime ; and when I eſſayed to ſpeak to them, my pain... 
occaſioned fainting. I was hereby convinced how lit» . 


God. In this low condition, I ſaw much of the low 
word and Spirit, to converſe with my ſoul, as a mn 


thing but 4 thought. 0 how familiar is a God in q 2 
Chriſt with ſinful duſt ! The Lord enabled me whe: 1 I 


are him with. ſons; be is the Sun of righteouſneſs, . 


. 
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chat ariſeth with healing under his wings. —Compan 
him with ſtars ; he is the bright and morning ſtar. 
Compare him with roſes; he is the roſe of Sharon : he 
is the faireſt roſe in all the garden of God; all other 
roſes derive their beauty from him: he makes them 
comely thro" his comelineſs put upon them. ſaw Chrilt 
in all things to have the pre-eminence. - 

After theſe ſweet views of "glorious Chriſt, when ! 
got any ſteep, I was ſore diſtreſſed with the enemy: 1 
often dreamed that God was inflicting fome awful 
judgment upon me; or that I was committing ſome 
great ſin againſt God: thereby I was filled with ab- 

jorrence at myſelf, I thought the enemy's policy was 
to fill me with hard thoughts of God. While I was a. 
wake, I was allowed to behold God reconciled in Chriſt, 
and well-plcafed for his righteouſneſs ſake, I was 
perſwaded he would afflift me no more that what was 
far his own glory, and my good: but when I was in 
my ſleep, I was almoſt frighted out of my judgment 
with theſe fears. However, when I awaked, the Lord 
compoſed my mind by his word; ſometimes with theſe 
words, Luke xxii. 31. Behold Satan hath defired to fift 
You as wheat is ſifted ; but I have prayed for thee : with 
that word, The God of peace will bruiſe Satan under your 
Feet ſbartly. One time I was very defiroys that'the 
Lord would rebuke the enemy, and give me a litil 
compoled ſleep. I was anſwered with Matth. Hi. 15 
Suffer it ſo to be ; for it becometh us to fulfil all righte 
euſneſs. Then I was perſwaded it was my daty to de- 


Ake to be kept from fin in it, more than to be de 


lvered from it, ſince a God of infinite wiſdom ſaw it 
fit it ſhould be ſuffered. 1 Do 
My exerciſe now, for the moſt part, was medirath 
on; and in it I was made to look back on my fore 
Ways: every Hep thereof filled me with abh 
And1 thought that motto, Self, Self, might be write 
upon all my religious duties. O to have ſelf deghtens 
ed and Chriſt inthroned, —I had no pleaſure inTooking 
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back to this world; but ſo far as I could remember 
ſomething of God, from ſuch and fuch a ſermon. And 
when I remembered his loving-kindneſs, and the en- 
mity of my own heart, my unbelicf and ingratitude, 
eſpecially the fin of unbelief lay heavy upon my con- 
ſcience. When I remembered my younger years, 1 
could believe the love of God no Jonger than he ſhined 
on his own word; but razed the foundation, as if God 
had changed his love, when I was changed in frame, 
Ob! the many wounds I have given glorious Chriſt 
by my unbelief. I thought I heard my kind Lord 
complain, Te have broken me with your whoriſh heart; 
ye have wounded me in the houſe of my friends. I this 
thy kindneſs for thy friend? 2 Sam. xvi. 17. The con- 
ſideration of theſe things brought ſighs from my heart, 
and tears from mine eyes: but the only ground of my 
confidence before God was, the doing and dyiog of 
my Lord Jeſus, - - 
At one time I was fo far hid, that I Gould draw 
no comfort from former . promiſes, ſo far as I remem+ 
ber; but, in a very violent manner, was made to act 
faith on the faithfulneſs of God, engaged in thefe 
words, F we confeſs aur fins, God is ret to forgive 
us over ſins : with theſe, The blood of feſus Chrift his Son 
cleanſeth us from all jm.—Glory to God, that it is aot 
ſaid, from and that fin ; but from all ny 02 
After this a very puzzling queſtion aroſe in my miad, 
from what our Lord faid of Mary, She loved muth, be- 
cauſe mileh was forgiven her. 1 thought how: eontd 
that be, that * was forgiven me, and I cot 
| Jove Chriſt ſo little? It was a heavy burden ſometimes; ' 
chat 1 could love Chriſt fo little. I could never 
lira with Peter, Lord, thou who knowef all things, k1 
twee that I love thee : hut I could appeal to him, Lord, bun 
ence who knoweft all things, knoweft I DRAIRx #0 h fle. 
rei One Sabbath-day, when the ſacrament was in the 
place where I uſed to hear, it came tp my remembranee 
the fair tele of the Son of man - that 1 ha _ brand 


2 n me to perform them. 
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the garments of our glorious. Bridegroom ſmelled gf 
myrrh, aloes, and caſſia, whereby 1 was made plad, 
I found a vehement deſire ariſe in my ſoul to be at the 
ordinance again, to behold his glory there: and imme- 
diately I was ſeized with ſuch a diſcontented difpoſiti- 
on, that I could not attain to patience, till the ' Lord 
reached me with a conviction. of my ſin and folly, 
from Judges. xi. 35. And Faphet vowed a vow unto the 
Lord, and he faid, I have opened my mouth unto the Lord 
and I cannot go back. O what a ſermon the Lord 
preached to me from theſe words! He brought to my 
mind what had paſſed berwixt him and my ſoul ſeve- 
ral years before, which I had no remembrance of. It 
was impreſſed. on my mind, as if the Lord had faid, 
Do ye not mind the day. when I diſcovered to you 
my glory, and darkened all created glories to you? WM -: 

Did ye not then put a blank in my hand, to fill it 
* up with what was moſt for my own glory! ? Havel 
4% not granted you what ye aſked me?” My petition 
then was, that he would keep me about his own hand, Wl © 
and keep my intereſt in himſelf clear to me, under the 
trial. O with what ſhame and confuſion of face was 
I filled before a holy God? I might have ſaid with the 
woman of Samaria, He told me all things that ever 1 c 
did, is not this the Chriſt ? I had not only opened my Ml © 
mouth to the. Lord, but gone back, and altogether ? 
forgotten ir. l 

I aſked one of the family, whe they came from the | 
ordinance, | where the miniſters had their texts? They 5 
anſwerrd me that ſuch a miniſter preached on Japhet's MW * 
vow. I faid to them, Well, the Lord has preached to Wh | 
me from that ſame text this afternoon. O the won: 
derful condeſcendence of God, in bringing to my te- 
membrance what I had fo, long forgot ; and in giving 
me a new. meal upon theſe old vides, notwithſtagding 5 
great ingratitude'to bim. 1 had often reſolyed-40 Wl 
be content with the Lord for my portion: this, K 
me often cry unto him, Thy vows are pen me, G * | 
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Another difficulty I laboured under was, I knew 
not the voice of the rod: this made me beg of God, 
that he would ſearch heart and reins, and diſcover e- 
rery wicked way in me. It is a ſingular favour from 
the Lord to know the "voice of a rod; yet, he has 
ed been pleaſed, in his adorable ſovereignty, to favour 
y fome of his ſaints with it. When the land of Iſrael | 
„vas under a famine, David inquired of the Lord con- 
| cerning the meaning of that rod, aud the Lord anſwer- 
rd ed him, that it was for the bloody houſe of Saul, 2 Sam. 
ny xxi. 1. Rebecca-alſo enquired of the Lord concern- 
og her rod: and the Lord anfwered her, Gen. xxv. 
i 22. I faw alfo from the Lord's word, a telation be- 
10 tween the fin and the judgment, Judges i. 7. There 
isa relation alſo between Adoni-bezek's fin and his 
judgment. Alſo Lev. x. 1, 2. They offered ſtrange 
fire on the altar; therefore fire came from the Lord on 
them, and they died. But this 1 could not ſee y there- 
fore it made me cry unto the Lord, She me why then 
contendeſt with me. uv hs A 
At this time I was viſited, by a miniſter who ſp | 
to this purpoſe x ** He told me, the Lord afflifted ſome 
of his people ſovereignly, as was to be ſeen from his 
own teſtimony concerning Job, chap. i. 8.; yet the 
furnace, he obſerved, diſcovered much ſcum in Job, 
as we might ſee, chap. xxxiv.- He allo ſaid, gold was 
the pureſt kind of metal; yet the fre diſcovered ſome 
droſs in it. And he likewiſe added, it was ſo with the 


* 


ou pureſt of God's ſaints ; the furnace always diſcovered 
we ſome droſs in them,” I was made to look upon this 


as coming from the Lord; for the man knew nothing 


4 of my condition. Though 1 did not fee a particular 
| cauſe why the Lord afflicted me, yet the furnace made 


much ſcum to appear that I ſaw not before. Mr., Gray 
ſaith in a ſermon, * That the rod hath one of 5 
voices to a Chriſtian; the voice of the rod, is either 
to mortify his predominant idols; to try his predomi- 
vant graces z or to ſet him on that which is his predo- 
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minant duty.” I was made to conſider a little onthe 
ſecond of theſe ; but often I was afraid I had commit 
ed ſome ſecret ſin, for which the Lord was con tend 
ing with me : it ſeat me many errands to the throne 
of grace, till it pleaſed the glorious hearer of prager to 
diſcover his mind, concerning. the rod, from his own 
word, John ix. 3. And Feſus ſaid unto them, Neither 
hath thes man ſinned, nor his parents; but that the work 
of God might be made manifeſt in him, Then I ſaw the 
Lord deſigned a manifeſtation of his own work, by the 
rod, Theſe words were alſo brought to my mind, 
1 Pet. i. 2. The trial of yaur faith being more preciog 
than that of gold that periſbeth ; though it be tryed with 
fire it ſball be found to the praiſe, honour, and glary u 
tte appearance of Feſus Chriſt. By this I was perſuad- 
ed; that the Lord deſigned the trial of faith, together 
with a manifeſtation of his own works, But I thought 
that the honoutable part of it, when it is tryed, 1 
Hall be found to praiſe, honour, and glory at the apptar- 
ance of the Lord Jeſus Chriſt; and concerning which! 
was glad: but when I thought of its beidg a long rod, 
and affliction being compared to fre, and fire being in 
its own nature a very trying thing; 1 began to ſhrink at 
the thoughts of it: but preſently the Lord ſupported 
me with the words, My grace ſball be ſufficient for thee, 
and my flrength made perfect in thy weakneſs, 2. Cor. 
Xit. 9. Then I was made to believe, that our Lord 
ſent none awarfare ob their own charges: then | 
thought, no matter how heavy the burden be, if I get 
MNirength to bear it; no matter how bitter the cup be 


ik 1 get grace to drink it off. This was a ſweet ground 


praiſe under all my heavy afflictions: I ſaw the rod 
in the hand of a loving Father, and made me ſweetly 
to-acquieſee in his infinite wiſdom, and to believe kt 
_ faw it all for my good, This made me often ſay, Tit 
cu which my Father giveth me, ſball I not drink it 
that he may enable me to drink it with coursge, ad 
to his own glory.—This was the fourth year gf 8} 
trouble, and the year 1761, as 


\ 
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During the contifinance of my trouble, I was often 
viſited by many of the Lord's dear children; ſome of 
whom, I was no ways acquainted with, when in health, 
nor ſo mnch as had ever ſeen, that I knew of, Man 
of their viſits were very refreſhing to me; and the Lor 
eminently countenanced them for a bleſſing to my ſoul. 
Meditation was now become a delightful exerciſe to 
me; and ſome of the glorious days I formerly enjoyed, 
in attending upon the Lord in his ordinances, were 
very ſupporting-to me. Some ſubjects I had formerly 
beard Mr. Cock upon, were now a new feaſt to me! 
particularly one very remarkable Sabbath, I remember 
he preached on Pſatm lvii. 1. Be merciful unto me, 0 
Cad, be merciful unto me, for my ſoul truſteth in thes. 
This was a very ſweet ſubject to my ſoul. Iu the 
N I got a view of the mercy of God, extended 
rough our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, with application to 
myſelf, After the ſermon was over, two things in- 
duced me to go to a ſecret place for prayer: the ons 
was 9 I faw for praiſe; the other was, that 
the E t come forth with and countenance his 
ſetrvatſt ad che afternoon, and give him a door of utcer- 
ance ant a door of enterance into the hearts of ſinners: - 
to whith I was anſwered, I will cauſe them that hve 
me to inherit ſubſtance, and I will fill all their treaſures, 
Prov. viii, 21. 80 far as I can remember, I forgot 
myſelf, there was fuch a concern kid on my fpirit for 
the church in general, with a view of our great back» - 
lidiogs from the Lord ; particularly our great breach 
of perſonal engagements and vows to the Lord; the 
breach of our baptiſmal and ſacrawental'yows ; our 
breach of national covenants which our forefathers 
[ware to the Lord with uplifted hands, which many 
are now aſhamed to own: Theſe, and many- other 
things, made me often fear that the Lord would de- 
part from our land. I got leave to lament over them 
before the Lord, and to pour out my ſoul into his bo- 
ſom. The Lord was graciouſly pleaſed for a ground 
8 e 6 


of hope to bear in upon my ſpirity That he would yet 
marry ſons and davgiſters to bimſelf in this land, and 
| rejoice over them as a bridegrobm over his bride. ©: 
la the entry of public worſhip in the afternoon, the 
cxvi. Pſalm was ſung;  _ n 
I bove the Lord, becauſe-my voice 
And prayers he did haar: 
I. while I live, will call on him, 
| Who bow'd to me his ear, &c. * 
I thought none had more cauſe to love the Lord that 
I had, for he had both heard and anſwered my prayer. 
O the aſtoniſhing love and condeſcendency of God 
in what followed! I am afraid, in ſpeaking of ſuch 
divine myſteries, that I darken counſels by words with- 
out kngwledge. It pleaſed the Lord to draw aſide the 
vail, and to diſcover a glorious Trinity of Perſons, 
three in one and one in three, ſhining brightly in the 
perſon of the man Chriſt Jeſus ;—in him who is zh 
brightneſs of the Father's glory, and the expreſs image of 
his perſon. This glorious ſight almoſt ſwallowed me 
up in wonder; and there was no ſtrength like to re- 
main with me while I beheld it, which .made me cry 1. 
to the Lord for more ſtrength to behold theſe divine 
myſteries. Theſe divine myſteries had two ſweet ef- 
fects upon my ſoul : They filled me with a holy awe fe 
and dread of God, and fear of ſinning againſt him: WM * 
and then I was filled with a ſweet and joyful wonder- 
ing. When I was muſing on theſe divine myſteries, or 
theſe words run in my mind, Hill God in very deed 
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duell with men! Behold the tabernacle of Gd is with 8 
| men 1 = 9 858 | ob 1 wo 
Theſe glorious and delightful diſcoveries had fome A. 


impreſſion on my ſpirit till next Sabbath moratog 
When 1 awakened ont of my ſleep, I found my;B&W 
loved was gone. Oh, the fad change that tooꝶ pH 
I'thought all the vermine of hell was a-foot : and 
hell itſelf could not have bred ſuch a wicked creat 
_ 48 I was in my own fight. I cſlayed. private de 
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but T found the Lord in none of theſe.” Then I faid, - 
O to be at the public ordinances again, poſſibly I will | 
find him there. Mr. Cock preached on the forelaid 
text; but it was very taſteleſs to me, for I could not 
take up God reconciled in Chriſt. When the ſermon 
was over, I wiſt not what to do; tior where to find 
him : it came into my mind that the diſciples went to 
the place where Jeſus was wont to reſort : then I went 
to the place where I found him the day before in prayer. 
I durſt not bow a knee before him, his awful Majeſty 
made me afraid, my heart was filled with ſuch vile, a> 
bominable, and unbecoming thoughts of God. O how 
glad would I have been of deliverance from them ?— 
Then came the enemy with his old temptation, but 
with his hook covered with a new bait on it. He firſt 
repreſents the ſecrecy of the place, and the water there- 
in, ſaying, thereby you would put an end to indwel- 
ling fin : all former propoſals of this temptation I in- 
ſtantly abhorred ; but this one was agreeable to my 


te WW >clioation to have an end put to indwelling fin : but 
ere ever I could well draw a concluſion about it, the 
2 Lord ſeaſonably ſtepped in for my relief with theſe 5 
"of. Wy words, He that endureth to the end, the ſame” ſhall be 
ved. There I got another new proof of the Lord's 
awe 8⁰ 
m: fithfulneſs, in not ſuffering me to be tempted above 
ter: war he made me able to bear ; this afforded me a new 
ie ground of praiſe to him for my deliverance.” 
4% On another Sabbath morning I was much perplenel 
aun with the fears of apoſtacy ; 1 often feared that one dax 
or other I would fall by the hand of the enemy. While 


rh | thought upon the great diſhonour that would be 
one to God thereby; it pleaſed the Lord to bear in 
that ſweet word, He will not ſuffer thy foot to:be-moved ; 


Le that keepeth thee will not ſlumber, ——This Sabbath 


win of th cart be bleſſed, and in him ſball they glory 
He mentioned many ſeaſons that believers were to glor 


n; =_ * — trouble, ORE? Ge. + 
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Mr. Cock preached on theſe words, In him ſhall all the | 


1 1 yu extenſive offer of the worthy and GY Lai 
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ſeaſons were very ſwert to my ſoul.. Aud the relitles 
that the Lord ſtood in to me of being my ins 
 ceedingly added thereunto., 
The four years before my trouble did 2 ee 
mer years, for much fweet communion and tellow: 
ſhip with the Lord in public ordinances; and 1 had 
the happy privilege of attending upon them evety 
Sabbath. I often got the ſecret wickednets of my il 
heart laid open, and former experiences confirmed; ll tc 
© (hat I might ſay of a truth, The watchman found ms 
The matchleſs glory and excellency of aur Lord 
Jeſas alſoe often, raviſhed my ſoul by his love; ye, 
pained my ſoul for the want of full poſſeſſiod. I long: 
ed often to be gone, that I might get to the immedi- 
ate embracemeats of Jehovah and the Lamb in the * 
per ſanctuary. 
Mr. Cock delivered ſeveral ſweet ſermons from Res, 
XIX. 7. Let us be glad and rejoice, and give honour to him 
for the marriage of the Lamb is come, and hit wife hath 
made herſelf ready. He ſpoke of its being a great day 
upon three acounts? Firſt, he faid it is a feſtival-day; 
Joy [hall be in heaven over ene ſinner that repenteth.— 
Secondly, It is a martiage-day; I will betrethe thee un- 
to me for ever — Thirdly, a coronation-day. He obs 
ſerved that in the day of believing, the believer ſet the 
crown upon king Solomon's head; and it was the day 
of the gladneſs of his heart, and the day of the glad- 
neſs of the believer's heart: Behold hing Selamen with MW! t 
the. crown wherewith his mot her pb . him. He allo the 
ſpoke largely of what ſort of a bride the Lamb got hers che 
and faid,. ** He got her a blind bride, a deaf bride; 4 
naked bride, A polluted bride; and, withal, ſhe was 
uowilling: Nay, ſhe is, ſo to ſpeak, ijed neck and 
heel to the covenant of works; he got her a dises 
and he left her ſo: for ſhe was no ſooner out of arreatiſbo 
ta law and juſtice, than ſhe was ſank deep in arrears 
to the ſovereign grace of God.“ He gave a very; lac 
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to all within the walls, and without the walls of the 
houſe : and beſeeched us, all by the joys of heaven and 
terrors of hell, to match with the glorious and worthy 
Lamb. 1 felt a divine power coming along with the 
offer, by which my ſoul was drawn out to embrace the 
liring Lamb of God, and to acquieſce in him as all my 
ſalvation, and all my defire, —My ſoul was filled with _ 
a ſweeter ſenſe of the love of God, than it is poflible | 
for me to expreſs, 

It hath pleaſed the Lord, eder my trouble, ſome- 
times to give me a ſweet meal upon theſe, and many 
other ſweet viſits," It was otten impreſſed on my mind, 
before my. trouble commenced, that I had ſome great 
trial, or death itſelt to meet with, When 1 conſider- 
ed the Lord's way with the faiats formerly, I was more 
confirmed of it, that by ſingularly appearing to them, 
by his love - viſits, he was either preparing them for 
great duties, or great dangers; and that his deſign 
thereby was that they might be the better in caſe to 
perform duty, or to bear up under dangers. And 
lometimes he anoints them by the Spirit before-hand, 
for their being ſuitably prepared for the duty or trial. 
Sometimes, in the duty of meditation, it pleaſed the Lord 
to draw aſide the vail, whereby 1 got a diſcovery of the 
love of God in Chriſt from eternity; and ſaw, as it 
were, my name Written in the Lamb's book of lie. G 
what an enrichiog portion I ſaw a God in Chriſt to bel 


——— 


their portion. I ſaw alſo, that let them have What 
they would, who wanted the bleſſed God, they enjoy - 
ed nothing but ſhadows, without the ſubſtance. © |. 
Under theſe glorious diſcoveries the Lord often fil- 
d my mouth with arguments, and ſaid unto me, 
What would ye that I ſbould do unto you There came 
both a heart melting and a humbling power alongſt 
vith it; which laid me in the duſt before him, under 
lagi ſenſe of my vileneſs, and want of knowledge what 
5 o aſk of him. I often ſaid: unto him, Lord, thaw 


| thought they could want nothing that had him for 


Iv. 12. Becauſe I will do thus unto thee ; prepare to mei 
I could not take a thought about my lawful calling, 


is MEMOITRES of \ 
who taught thy diſciples to pray, teach ine to aſk Whit 
is for thy glory.” I often opened my mouth to thi 
purpoſe, 4 Lord I defire to be content with any trial 
chat thou ſeeſt fit to appint me for thy glory.” I wa 
very often induced to put up theſe two requeſts, 
« Keep me about thy own hand under the trial; and 
keep my intereſt in thyſelf clear to me.“ —1 muſt ſay 
to his praiſe he has granted me my requeſt hitherto. g 
I Was often made to believe, that the faith of an in- 
tereſt in our Lord Jeſus would be the beſt ſupport us 
der any trial. I was impreſſed with the thoughts of " 
trial from ſeveral ſcriptures, by which I apprehended 
the Lord called me to prepare to meet him in the rod Hh. 
of affliction : but ſome of them were very dark, and alſo 7 
wreath-like ; particularly Exod. xxxiii. 5. Put of thy 
ornaments that 1 may know what to do unto thee, Amos 


thy God, O Iſrael. —A little before my trouble began, 


further than the preſent day ; but my thoughts were 
hedged in by theſe words, Exod. xix. 9. Be ye ready 
ainſt the third day. Mal. iii. 1. The Lord whom ye feel 
Al. ſuddenly come, Thoſe words had ſuch an ee 
ſiod on my mind, that I ordered all my outward con- 
erns, as though I had been inſtantly to die. © +» 
The next day, however, after all this, I foufid- R * 
t averſion in my mind to meet with trouble, from 
al conſiderations: in my former trouble, I had 
wm father to ſympathize with me; but how he win 
removed by death. Another reaſon was, my preſent 
be in the world; in regard I had little but; 
what was in the promiſe: for, in the year 1752, 
Inſt all my @orldly: ſubſtance. by the hand of thieves 
Before this time, the Lord taught me, in ſome . 
ſure, a dependance on himſelf for a covering of 
own righteouſneſs to cover my naked ſoul with f N 
till now, I never knew what it was to de -uþd# 
* ee eres to my body, and for al L888 
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in time and for eternity. —At this time it pleaſed the 
Lord to bear in thoſe ſweet words, Phil, iv. 19. My 
Cod ſhall ſupply all your needs, according to his riches in 
glory by Chriſt Jeſus. Theſe words were {weeter to me 
than hour of gold or ſilver, or any riches Wo 

world could afford. 
ut to return where 1 was, to my preſent trial. 1 
muſt ſay, to the praiſe of God, I have been in all ; my 
ſtraits revived. by his word. At this time he ſupport- 
ed me by theſe words, Exod. xxxiii, 19. I will make 
5 all my goodneſs to paſs before thee. Gen. xxii. 14. In 
00 the mount of the Lord it ſhall be ſeen, the Lord will pro- 
vide. O what of his goodneſs has, been made to paſs 


þ before me, both ſpiritual and temporal | During thele 
nin x years of my trouble, [viz. ſince 1757. ] many a 
is diſplay of his faithfulneſs have I ſeen, in his opening 


the hearts of his people to ſupply my wants, which 
hath often ſet me a wondering that any of them took 
notice of me, ſo vile and unworthy a creature, and leſs. 
than the leaſt of his mercies. While I was meditating, * 
theſe ſweet words came into my mind, Al things are 
yours, and ye are Chriſt's : Tou. ſhall fee greater things 
han theſe, John i. 50. By thoſe ſtreams I was led 
o the fountain head, to view the love of God from e- 
ernity, and the glorious diſplay of the covenant of re» 
demption; ; and how that with, Chriſt he would freely 
Die us all things. O the height and the depth, the 
taps. length of the love of God, it paſſeth know 
El 
But I return where 1 Was. Again, thoſe words ras. 
doch in my mind, Take this rod in thy hand, therewith © 
wu ſhalt do ſigns, I think it implyed a call in it to 
ake the ſtaff of the promiſe in the hand of faith; and 
ure I am, there is much need of thesſtaff of the pro- 
iſe in the hand of faith, to walk upon a ſea of troubles. - 
Having now gotten a clear view of a lengthened-out 
dd, I was much afraid of ſecurity and ſtupidity under 
| this Lg * often cy to the Lord, Lead would 
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make me ſome how active for his ow glory. and tot U 
lie an idle and uſeleſs priſoner.— On the back of this 


there was a concern laid on my ſpirit for the church 
and for ſome particular perſons, with whom I Was a0 


quainted. I got a clear view of their natural ſtate, it 
Gen. i. 2. And the earth was without form, and dark 
neſs was upon the face of the depth; and God Yaid, La 
there be light. Man's underſtanding naturally is a dun; 
geon of darkneſs, and without the image of God. 
got much liberty in pleading, that the Spirit of God 
might move upon their fouls, and give them the lig 
of the knowledge of the glory of God, in the face of Feat 
Chriſt. I thought 1 got a {ſweet view of that word 
concerning ihem, And it ſhall be ſaid of Zion, this ma 
and that man was born therein. After this, when! 
knew them commit fin, or omit duty, it was matter 
of exerciſe to me ſome whole nights at the throne of 
grace. There was little I heard or ſaw for ſome time 

ut it was matter of prayer to me, that God, who 
ruleth in the kingdom of providence, would diſpoſe 
all the diſpenſations of providence to his own glory, 

It pleaſed God, at this time, to reveal a very dark 
providence by his word and fpirit : it brought me 
into a great ſtrait, from thoſe conſiderations ; I wat 
afraid that I was meddling with things too high fot 
me; bat I ſtood in awe of thoſe words, I will deftry 
them, and not build them up, who obſerve not the opera 
tions of my hands. On the other hand, I was afraid df 

uenching the Spirit; and ſo would have provoked 
the Lord to withdraw. I faw much need of divine 
wiſdom to guide in the midle path of judgment: | 
found one party in my ſoul that was for carual eaſe, 
and let the matter happen as it would; I found another 
party in my foul that ſaid, that is not the way to glo- 
rify God; Abraham was ſtrong in faith, giving glam u 
. God, —It was matter of many errands to the throne dl 
grace: and the Lord was gracioully pleaſed to give we 
new'confirmation from his word: and he faid, MI 
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hide from Abraham that which Thave a mind to dh ? But, 
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alas! I-<pvld not believe there were ſo many oppoſites 
in the way of the accompliſhment of the promiſe. 
At this time | was viſited by a miniſter; and 1 
thought I would aſk his mind concerning the matter: 
He made his vifit (ſhort, and went about prayer; and 
in prayer he had theſe words,.“ Lord, thou in thy 
« adorable ſovereignty haſt been pleaſed to reveal the 
« ſecrets of thy covenant to every believer; but to 
© {ome believers, thou art pleaſed to reveal the ſecrets 
« of thy providence,” — This was very refreſhing to. 
me. When it pleaſed the Lord to bring the matter to 
paſs, I got a glorious manifeſtation of the glory of his 
nan Wl truth, and alſo of his wifdom ſhining in the accompliſh- 
al went of it, and his wonderful condeſcendency. And 
iter I theſe words afforded me ſweet ground of meditation, 
e works of righteouſneſs is peace; and the effett of 
ime Wi righteouſneſs; quietneſs and aſſurance for ever, Iſa. 3 2. 17. 
Another very remarkable act of God's kindneſs to 
me, and to the land alſo, ſo far as I can remember, 
was in the 1760, We were ſuddenly alarmed that the 
French 'forces were landed, or near to land. 1 was 
often afraid, when I conſidered” my own fin, and the 
fins of the land, that the Lord, in his righteous judg- 
ment, would make theſe wicked men the rod in his 
hand to puniſh us for our iniquities. When I conſidered 
our breach of ſolemn covenants, and the diſpiſing of 
glorious Chriſt, in the offers of the goſpel; and alſo 
the profaning of his name by falſe ſwearing, and the 
profaning of his holy day; together with the aweful 
diviſions among ft the godly; for theſe, and many other 
evils, I was truly afraid, that'the Lord would tear and 
go away, I often thought, Oh ! ſhall we be the un- 
happy generation that will ſin the Lord away from 
Scotland, where he has had his poſſeſſion for ſo long 
a time ? | Was | | vhs 
Some reckon our Lord was not above fifteen years 
aſcended, when he ſent the glorious goſpel to Scotland, 
P . 
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by means of perſecution... We are alſo told that Dg 
naldie, a Chriſtian king, eſtabliſhed Chriſtianity by lay 
in the year of our Lord 203, and broke down. the bul 
warks of Paganiſm. Our Lord hath likewiſe taken ig- 
feftment of Scotland ſix times by ſolemn national q. 
venant : and he hath had martyrs in Scotland, aſſert; 
ing his kiogly office and royal prerogatives at the ex 
pence of their blood. But, alas! what matter of, | 
mentation is it, that our Lord is ſo robed of his roi 
prerogatives in Scotland, whoſe. prerogative it is to ſa 
watchmen upon Zion's walls ; and this power put into 
the hands of profane lords and lairds, and the poor peo 
le robed of their right of chuſing their own paſtors! 
It is alſo for matter of lamentation, that ſo many ar: 
ſtrengthening the hands of intruders and hirelings, that 
have entered the houſe of God.—Inſtead of teſtifying 
againſt them, few are valient for the truth upon the 
earth. Shall I not viſit for theſe things, ſaith the Lard* 
Shall not my foul be avenged on ſuch a nation as this? 
Jex. ix. 6. THER = 
LI remember, about eight years ago, we were thter ab 
tened with a bloody ſword. I was much afraid the 
| Lord would ſend the ſword. to Scotland to avenge thei... 
quarrel of his broken covenant. The Lord was pleaſel WW... 
to give me that view, that he would avert the ſirokW.. 
for ſome time, from Prov. vi. 10. Yet a little ſleep, ac. 
little lumber, a little folding of the hands to ſleep. . Oh 2 
I am afraid, all our deliverances are as a ſleep-drinki ii. 
for we have not returned to give glory to God, dene, 
he cauſe darkneſs, I am afraid that there is an awaken:W... 
ing abiding Scotland, that will arouſe her out of het 
ſecurity. . I think the Lord is ſaying concerning ber 
as it is in Amos ix. 9. I will /ift, her as corn is ſifted WM, 
ue. I will bring a third part through the fire ;. an 
J will leave in her a peor and an afflited people, and tag. 
Hall truſt in the name of the Lord, Zeph. iii. 12»..9\Mco; 
this time, however, when I heard the French we 
near. to. land, the Lord bore in theſe words with Me 
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and power, I wiff put a hook in hir noſe, and a bridle in 


Iſa. xxxvii. 29. Thou Halt not ſer 'a people of” a deep er 
ſpeech than thou canſt undenſtand, Iſa. xxxiii. 19. Thou 


J come to thy grave in peace, and thine eyes ſball not 
ent / all the evil that I will bring upon this place, 2 Kings 
© Wi xxii. 20. From theſe words I got a view that the 
. Wi Lord would avert the judgment, at this time alſo; and 
that I would never ſee the French, nor ever ſuffer harm 
d it by them, Then I was made to plead with the Lord? 
10% BY that he himſelf would turn back our enemies in the way, 
bey g that ioſtruments might not rob him of his glory. And 
ors 1 was informed the wind was the inſtrument the Lord 
ung made uſe of to turn back our enemies at this time. 0 
that WF but our Lord is kind to priſoners.— I never got ſo far 
** above the fear of his judgments, as at this time, when 


could do nothing for myſelf: neither had I depend- 
ance on any other, but the Lord. I enjoyed a ſweet 
compoſure of ſpirit, when the ſhot of a gun, or the 
beating of a drum would have ſet others a trembling 
about me. e e A. 1p 
Theſe occurrences of providence induced me to make 
the three following reſſections. 1. The reaſon why 
we were ſo much afraid of man, was becauſe we featc 
ed God ſo little; for had we ſtood more in awe of” 
God, we would have been leſs afraid of man: hefe, 
/ man cauſeth a ſnare. 2. I ſaw that a preſumptuous- 
nicki ach had much heed of fair weather; for 1 ſaw thitit' 
beſo elt theſe: who had it in a ſtorm; when they had moſt 
aken need of it. 3. I faw that the Lord was much diſpleaſ- 
f We with us for the fin of ingratitude to him, from 'thefe\ 
g her, words ; Were there not ten cleanſed? But where is the" 
nine? Only one returned to give him the glory, - 0 
7 Another very remarkable act of the Lord's ſoving- 
dt) Windneſs, and free love vouchſafed to me, was ou a 
ommunion Saturday, when the family were gone to 
he ordinance. I was like to be overcome with forrow;. 
ut I may ſay to the praiſe of the Lord, in all my ſtraits, 


bis lips, and turn him back ly the way which he came, 


\ 
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I have been revived by this his word «lene, He brought 
ta my mind, with a very freſh ſenſe of his love, 1 Cor: 
li. 23. All things are yours, and ye are Chriſt's, anl 
Chrift is God's, And what can David ſay more? 2 Sam 
viii. 20. I thought I might reader it thus, What cad 
David have more? or what would J have more thang 
Cad in Ghriſt, and all things with him ? It paſſeth the 
tongue of men or angels to ſpeak of theſe all thing! 
that believers have: or tho" one were to write a. large 
volume of them, they might ſay on the matter, as the 
queen of Sheba ſaid of the wiſdom of Solomon, the 
balf & it hath not been told. They are a field that 
will ſerve believers to travel in to eternity, aud find no 
end of his treaſures. | 6 of 

I ſhall enumerate a few of theſe all things which 1 
ſaw at this time.—I ſaw the he of God to be mine 
from eternity; for, he ſaith, Tau hath he choſen in Ghrift 
Jeſus, before the world was. I ſaw*his love to be-mine 
to eternity; for he refts in his love. Alſo I ſaw juſtice 
ſatisfied in the Son of God, and love getting a honour- I in 
able vent through him.—1 ſaw him to be the rue 10. L. 
bernacle where God and man meeteth together. ſaw I di 
him to he God's way to us, and our way re Cod; and uf 
the. ra viſnigg glory of God, that ſhined in the face of te 
our Lord qeſus, filled my fool with wonder +1 tha 
the Lorch allowed me as latge a feaſt all the three days 
of that ſelemnity as ever I enjoyed at à communion. 
Liſeldom longed to be at the ordinances, but I was re- 
proved hy theſe, or ſome other words; Have I ben 
unto tet a barren wilderneſs, or a land of darkng/i ot, 
laked ye:any thing? To which my ſoul was made t 
reply, Truth, Lord; 4 have laked nothing : I have 
been at ag ſoſs by the want of ordinances.” | 1 do opt 
mention this to diſcourage any from attending on tht 
ordinances of God's appointment; for he: delighteld 
mere in #he gates of Zion, than in all the diuelling if 
Jacob. Lonly notice it, to ſhew how kind the Lord 

hath deen to à poor unworthy priſoner, wha a left 
than the leaſt of his mercies. 2 
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the meantime three young men came in providentiallyz 
I deſired them to go about duty. One of them ſung 
in the Ixxiii. Pſalm, from the 24th verſe; by which 


a communion, Where 1 got a very humbling fight of 

the love of God, and the enmity of my own: heart, 
which I think is the moſt humbliog ſight ever I ſaw; 
ſuch a fight is more heart-melting and humbling than 
although one would live many years at mount Sinai. 
| was. much afraid of ſin, becauſe of a wicked heart 
within, and a tempting devil and an inſtarivg world 
without. While I was thus perplexed, O how-{weet- 
ly did the Lord bear in thoſe words with light and joy, 
Plalm xlviii. 14 That ye may tell it to the generations 
allowing : For this God is our God for ever and ever: 
he will be our guiae even unto death. I ſaw ſuch a ful- 
neſs in theſe words as made me ſay, O the remedy is 


diſplay of his faichfulneſs and ſweet ſenſe of his love 
upon which I thought I could have ventured into e- 
ternity, depending upon bis word. 

But before the ſaſt of the three young men VS Ned 
about. duty, the, accuſer of the Brethren, that ſome- 
times accuſeth man to God, and God to man, did aer 
euſe God ig me, ſaying, in theſe words, When. ye make 


examination. in the ſight of God and my own conicis 
ence, who were witneſs, firſt, as to the motives that 
induced: me to '* duty of prayer aad praiſe. I was 
clear that it was The call of God that induced me to 
it, Plalm I. 1 f. In the day of great trouble {ze that thou 
call ußen me. This being a time of great trouble, I 

thought ix proper to imploy others to join with me, 
boch in praying to God, aad in praiſing of him. Se- 
ly; 1; was made 10 examine upon what grounds 1 
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One night I had a very ſudden ſhock of trouble: in 


the Lord brought to my mind what I once enjoyed at 


as broad as the fore. I ſaw all in them that I needed 
in time and for eternity. In this night of diſtreſs the 
Lord brought them back to my mind, with a bright 


many prayers he will, ner hear you. This ſer me upog 
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of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, that was the only ground 
It is the ſweet-ſmelling ſacriſice of our ſlain Lord that 


deſired we ſhould be heard; or accepted. My cotiſc 
ence bore me witneſs, that it was the doing and dymp 


perfumes our per ſons and duties before God, and malte 
them aſcend" with acceptance before his throne. "© 
Satan alſo ſuggeſted, that my fins would” riſe with 
me in judgment; and that he would purſue me before 
the judgment-ſcat. This filled me with great fear; 
and the Lord withdrew the ſweet ſenſe of his lore. I 
reſolved, however, to caſt myſelf ovet upon him; and 
if T periſhed I would periſh at Chriſt's feet, where ne Ml * 
ver one periſhed. I waited with great fear to hear my 
ſentence come from himſelf, I thought nothing but WI" 
a word from his bleſſed lips, who ſpeaketh as never Ml * 
man ſpoke, would ſatisfy me. O the aſtoniſhing con- 
deſcendency of God to one of the vileſt of ſinners! 0 al 
how ſweetly did the Lord bear in thoſe words, Iſa. liv, fr 
17. Every tongue that riſeth againſt thee in judgment 


will he condetin + Thit is the heritage of the ſervants ꝙ 81 


ward wants. I was very unwilling to u¹jjͤer that 


1 had it not. I turned my eyes towards the Lord u 
faith, that he could open ber heart, or the hearts 


the Lord and their righteouſneſs is of me, ſaith the Lord: 
with Jer. I. 20. In that day the iniquities of Iſrael ſhall 
he ſought for, and there ball be none: and the fins of 
Fudah, but they ſball not be found ! Thoſe words were 
ſweeter to my taſte than the honey- comb. 

- "One day id Auguſt 1763. in the morning, one ha 
ing aſked mme how I was ſupplyed with reſpect to out- 


queſtion; for I knew hot well how to do it, in à con- 
fiſtency with the glory of God. While I was'meditit- 
ing about it, the Lord brought to my mind a ſingular 
act of his adorable ſovereiguty, whigh was this: ont 
day as I was converſing with a neiggbour, when ſhe 
was - going away, ſhe told me that ſhe was going t . 
make ready for her family what I ſtood in need o, hut 


others, © ſopply my wants, I muſt fay to the praiſe 
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of the Lord; he brought me to himſelf, with all m 
ſtraits; and often he gave me a new diſplay of that 
glorious title he hath taken to himſelf, The hearer of 
prayer : and at this time alſo, juſt when I was pray- 
ing, the very mercy came that I deſired. I Was ſet 
admiring the Lord's loving-kindneſs ; and that word 
afforded me ſweet ground of meditation, Your Father 
tnoweth ye have need of thoſe things before ye aſe them, 
Matth. vi: 8. O but it is ſweet to ſee a mercy come 
in the accompliſhment of the promiſe, or the anſwer 
of prayer. If we were helped to obſerve the Lord's 
ways towards us, we might well ſay, ho is a God 
like unto thee, gloricus in holineſs, fearful in praiſes, da- 
ing wonders ? Through the whole of this day I got near 
acceſs to God, except when I was interrupted by ſome 


ke coming in: he filled my mouth with arguments, and 
10 wy me near acceſs-to him, as a man doth with his 
riend, 7 1 2 2 i 
** About the evening he diſplayed more of the divine 
ts of glory. O the raviſhing glory that ſhined in the face of 
: our Emmanuel, who ig white and ruddy, the chief a- 


mong ten thouſand ; white in his diviotty, ruddy in his 
humanity ; white in his holineſs, ruddy in his ſuffer- 
were Nings: bis mouth is moſt feet ; yea, he is altogether love- 
Iv. la the mean time J found a neceſſity for being 
mag Icbanged, and made ſtrong and ſpiritual to bear that 
n veight of glory; and thoſe words ran ſweetly in my 
mind, hen Chriſt who is our life ſball appear, he will 
»Wa!/o change our vile bodies, and faſhion them like unto his 
glorious body, Soon after this I fevered for ſome days 
together ; but rhe Lord enabled me to ſomething of a 
ſweet wondering frame and meditation upon theſe di- 
vine myſteries. One day I was worſe than I had been. 
after prayer, one ſaid, Amongſt the many great 
things that God hath done for your ſoul, he will make 
bis work for your good alſo.” To this I replied, 1 
r n ſhipwrecked back to ſea again; for I would fain 
re kbern put into the harbour. e e 
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doctrine of the reſurrection being a truth fo clearly 


One time when I was thinking upon the grave; and 
how that the ſweet roſe of Sharon had perfumed it for 
believers, the enemy ſuddenly ſuggeſted, How do e 
know that ye will riſe out of the grave again? © Thy 


taught in the word of God, I never queſtioned the 


truth of it: yet fo far did the temptation prevail, that 


I had a reluctance at the grave for ſome days, * 
Lord ſhined again on theſe words, Ifa, xxvi. 19. 

dead men ſball live, together with my dead body Bis 
ariſe. John vi. 44. And 1 will alſo raiſe him up at 
laſt day. The Lord has often told me by experience 
that the higheſt attainments will not ſerve in a new 
difficulty : nothing but new ſupplies from the fountain 


head could do my turn. 


The Lord, who bringeth things new 7 1d ont 
of his treaſures, the other day brought to my mind, 
a ſtogular day in the year 1745. This year, the ſon 
of a Popiſh Pretender, upon the head of a Popiſh and 
malignant party, paſſed through part of the land, at- 
tempting to get the throne. Gloty to God he got not 
his deſiga,—1 was fore afraid, if he got the throne, 
we would ſoon be deprived of the glorious goſpel. 
One morning I was much weighted with the caſe of the 
church: it pleaſed the Lord to bear in theſe words 
with a very ſweet heart-melting power, Hoſea li. 15 
J will allure her, and bring her into the wilderneſs : and 
be ſhall ſing as in the days of hzr youth, as in the day 
when I brought her out from the land of Egypt. 1 would 
have been glad of ſome ſecret part, where j might have 
poured out my ſoul unto the Lord; for I could not 
well refrain tears of joy: but my employment at that 
time obliged me to be in company. Two obſervations 
from theſe words afforded me ſweet ground of medi- 
tation; And ſbe ſhall fing there, at in the day I brought 
her up out of the land of Egypt. I thought it l reſpette 
the day when the Lord brought them ot of the EgyP! 
of a natural ſtate; then the 350 — 
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ple into 4 wilderneſs of conviftione, and diſtreſſes 
them leſs or more with a ſpirit of bondage. Some 
have ſeen God to be a God of terrible majeſty, and all 
his attributes, as it were, in arms apainft them, when 
they got a fight of glorious Chriſt, and God pacified 
in him, for 4] that they had done. O what matter of 
z ſong doth ſuch a ſight afford them! There is littſe 
matter what a wilderneſs the Lord may bring me, 
or the church into, if he afforded us fach matter of a 
ſong; My ſecond obſervation was from this conſide- 
ration; I had then little experlence of a Chriſtian life. 
Some old Chriftians, whom I converſed with, faid, 
that they had moſt communion with God in the days 
of their youth, This filled me with reluctance #t old 
age; and made me long for death, that I might enjoy 
God. But farely I ought to have preferred the glory 
of God, above the enjoyment of þ Whatever re- 
ſpe theſe words have to the church, the Lord hath 
abundantly made them out to me: for he hath afford- 
ed me a ſong in the wilderneſs of my afflition, far a- 
bove the days of my youth. I defire to bleſs. the Lord 
for carving out fo gentle a rod for me: he doth all 
things well. ; 1 
The view of theſe three particulars, I think, helped 
to much patience under the rod. 1. To ſee the rod 
in the hand of a loving father. O but this helps much 
to ſweeten a bitter cup, 2. To know the Lord's voice 
in the rod. 3. To ſee ourſelves lefs than the leaſt of 
bis mercies: this helps to a ſong both of mercy and of 
judgment. The Lord often ſupported me from ſink- 
ing by his word: ſometimes by that word, that he 
would maintain abundant peace : and that he would 
crown the year moſt liberally with his goodneſs. That 
word was often borne in on my mind a little before my 
trouble, and thro” the time of my trouble, Mal. iii. 1. 
The Lord wham ye ſeek ſhall ſuddenly came, even the Meſ- 
enger of the: covenant whom ye delight in. Our Lord 
omes variouſly: he comes ſometimes fatherly, te 
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correct: ſometimes wiſely, to try: ſometimes ſealer 
ably, to comfort and ſppport under the trial. I look 
ed then for his coming to receive me to- himſelf, tha 
where he is, there I may be alſo ; that I may behold. ki 
glory. The glorious Redeemer faith, Father, 7 wil 7 
that thoſe whom thou haſl grven me may be with me, tha 
they may behold my glory. 
One time I was compoſedly thidkiog, O what ca 
be the Lord's deſige in lengthening out ſo long a rod? 
Immediately I was anſwered with Ila. Ixvi. 5. Say, I 
the Lord be glorified ; he will appear to your joy. It wu to 
impreſſed on my mind with a very heart - melting ani ter 
| humbling power, as if the Lord had ſaid, Let me go 
rify my wiſdom, in ordering your rod: let me gloxiſj ll | 
my truth, in performing all the good I have promiſel i,; 
you: let me glorify my power, in upholding you; 
and I will appear to your joy: O aſtoniſhing conde 
ſcendence of the great and eternal Jehovah, to ſay to 
ſinful duſt, Let me glorify myſelf, in you. My ſoul ws 
made ſweet! y to reply, Lord, do as thou haſt aid: take 
glory to thyſelf out of thy priſoner.— That word was 
much borne in on my mind, Exod. xiv. 13. Stand fil 
and ſee the ſalvation of God ; with, he will appear ti 
© Jour; joy. The word ſalvation ſometimes ſignifieth-1 
temporal deliverance: but give what the Lord will 
nothing leſs will ſatisfy my | ſoul than conformity u 
God, and a complete deliverance from ſin, and the in- 
being of it. I thought the Lord ſaid unto me, in bis 
. adorable ſovereignty, Be it unto thee, even as thou wilt 
Return unto thy reft, O my ſoul ; for the Lord hath deal 
bountifully with thee. Come, Lord Fat come quick 
T, 05 to by word. * 
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05. „ e ing eee et, ee 
ol PERL (OD ELEVENTH, 

ke This period contains an account of her being confilted 
hat by a young man, relative to an importaut affair ; ; 


how ſhe was exerciſed een it, and what view 
cat ſhe got of thy matter.” 225 they 


T O ſpeak 0 the Lord, is a very great matter ; ad 
to ſpeak the Lord's doings, is alſo a very great mat; 
and ter: 1/h04s fu ficient for Tg things * ? but our fufficiency” 
ge Coo. 
riß On the 26th day of May 1766, 1 had the opportu- 
nity of converſing with a young man: he ſpoke to this 
oui parpoſe, “ I have been impreſſed to a duty ſome years, 
nde [viz,. a ſacred office in the Church; ] but I know” 
Tag not whether the impreſſion be from the Lord, or 
from Satan: and he moreover added, 4 would 


tale“ have your advice in that matter.” I told him, I 
aggcould give him none; becauſe the duty is of ſo great 
2 importance. I alſo faid unto him, that as the Lord 
wall enable me, I will lay the matter before him, Who 
th 1 rs, Acknowledge me in all thy ways, and I will direft © 
will paths; and what light the Lord is pleaſed to give, 
ty o will diſcover it unto you: The matter lay very heavy 
Suppen my ſpirit that night; and with the burden of it, 

n 11 went to the Lord by prayer: but was very ſtraitened 
1 


Fr ſome time. However, I was made to take encou- 
gement in prayer from that glorious title, He is the. 
earer of prayer, and hath been ſo to me: in many 
tings he hath been both the hearer of prayer, and the 
aſwerer of prayer. I was made to obſerve, ſo far as 
knew any inclination or biaſs in my own' heart, to 
{Ware che matter determinated any other way than the 
rd pleaſed, was removed. I was made to plead, 


ninate * matter by his word and Spin MM 
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at he who knows the hearts of all men would deter- * 5 
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he would glorify 


I began to fear the matter to be a deluſion : if py deceli- 


a friend to the work of the Spirit of God;” and! 
am perſuaded it is a truth. After examining the mai 


. Prove the matter to be a deluſion ; but could get g 


allowed me near accels to himſelf, * often filled 


* 


| | ones thee with an everlaſiing love ; therefore with lov 
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thereto, at length, the Lord was graciouſly pleaſed to 
bear in on my ſpirit, Acts ix, 15, He is a choſen veſſel 
to bear my name unto the Gentiles ; and Ezek. iii. 1. Eat 
the roll, and go ſpeak unto the houſe of Iſrael „Sc. Then 
I was made to . with the Lord more boldly, chat 
himſelf, in furniſhing the young man 
with gifts and graces. ſuitable to ſuch an office; and 
that he would make him- inſtrumental in lorifying 
God in the church. And while I was pleading, Jer. 
xXxxi. 3. was ſweetly borne in upon my ſpirit ; I have 


kindneſs will I 2 I alſo got à very ſweet 
— ſoul-raviſhing view of our glorious High · Prieſt, 
the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, of his being anoipted with the 
ail of joy above his fellows; and | of his anointing all 
the members of his myſtical body: We have an undtim 
from the holy One, whereby we know all things. This 
was a {weet night to me; and had a ſweet impreſſion 
for ſome days till I was hearing one read Mr, Erſkine's 
ſermons, Luke xxi. 31, 32. intitled, The power and pol. 
cy of Satan, bound and baffled by the Lord Jeſus Chril. 


ful heart do not deceive me, I defire to bring expen- 
ences. to the bar of God's word, and ordivances of his 

ent to be tried. If our experience do not 
bide the trial of God's word, we have ground to ful: 
pect them. Mr. Boſton ſaith, © God's ord is always 


ter, I could fee no warrant from the wed of Get 


above the fears of it : the fear always influenced me n 
prayer; and I may ſpeak it to the praiſe of God, be 


month with arguments concerning. the young - 
Howdfer, when J was allowed neareſt agcels to Gal 
it un eilten injeted into my mind, Wa Hen bis bf 
s. Oh! this diſtreſſed me, aud wad * 
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abhorrencs at myſelf, becauſe of my unbelief, and in- 
gratitude to God: and I was often reproved by ane of 
thoſe three ſcriptures ; O thou of little faith, wherefors 


darkneſs, 1 Sam. xv, 29. The Strength of Iſrael will 
net lie. 1 had ſome thoughts of deſiriug the prayers 
of one of my acquaintances, whom I knew the Lord 
had been pleaſed ſometimes to favour with his ſecrets; 
but 1 was, afraid of prayokiog the Lord to anger by 
ſeeking further evidences from him. Whilſt I was he- 
ſitating about. the matter, the Lord was pleaſed graci - 
oully to breath upon theſe two ſcriptures, Matth. xviii. 
19. Aud Jeſus ſaid, If two of you agree upon earth, as 
touching any thing which ye ſhall aſk, it ſhall be done un- 
to you of my Father. which is in heaven. | la. xly. 11. 
Thus ſaith the Lord, the holy One of 1ſracl, and his 
Maker, Aſt me of things to came, concerning my ſenc, 


This is a very great aud wonderful matter, the great 
God commanding vs, ſinful duſt, to command him,» 
O the glory, the majeſty, and condeſcendence of God, 
that appeared to me in thoſe words, was very great. 
What can I ſay of it? Came and ſee will beſt ſuſſice. 

The woman whom I had conſulted about this mat- 
ter, ſaid unto me, that thoſe ſcriptures occurred unt 
her, with reſpect to the young man, Eccleſ. ix. 10. 
Whatſoever thy hand findeth to do, do it with thy migbr. 
Plalm xx. 4. Grant thee according to thine un heart, 
and fulfil all thy caunjel, Notwithſtanding of all this, 
| was often at this with it, Lord help me to believe, for 
Iam an ungrateful wretch, Pi l 

One day when I was in my conſſict, the Lord taught 
me ſeveral leſſons: it is long ſince the Lord began ig 
teach me ſome of them. O I have been an idle ſcho- 


1. I was made to ſee, that although the Lord would 
bring hoe with power upon my heart, all the pro- 


elie ye them. 


* 1 
. 


det thou doubt ? Rom. xiii, 12. Caſt of the warks of 


and concerning the works. of my hands, command ye me. 


pile ofthe Bible, ſuirable to that matter Leould net 
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lay; 1 have need yo be taught them over and og agoin. - 


+ 
* 
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2. I ſaw more clearly, that faith is the gift of God: 
and that it is. the work of God to believe. I ſaw that 
without him I could do nothing. 

3. I ſaw myſelf to be an ignorant beaſt before God, 
and that I had not the knowledge of the holy : Our 
Lord faith, My ſheep know my voice, and a ſtranger 
will they not follow, John x. 5, I ſaw the want gf 
knowledge to diſcern the Lord's voice in his word 
from Satan's, was a part of my diſtreſs: in the mean- 

time, I thought our Lord ſaid unto me, as he ſaid to 
Philip, John xiv. 9. Have I been ſo long time with you, 
and yet haſt thou not known me, Philip! I thought it was 
as if the Lord had faid unto me, Have I not given 
you many a manifeſtation of my glory, and many an 
« intimation of my love, and what a ſhame is it, you 
© have not known me, Philip?” O the heart-meltin 
and heart-affefting power that came along with theſe 
words ! His loving-kindneſs was like to overcome me, 
he views of my ignorance and ingratitude to him, 
brought ſighs from my heart, and tears from my eyes. 

4. I was made to fee, and alſo to conſider, if I had 
attained to as much ſtability in other matters, as the 
Lord has helped me to about my own ſalvation, I 
would forget to ſympathize with others, that are toſſed 
with doubts and fears as I am. | 

© At another time I was eſſaying prayer, and was 
pleading the out - making of the promiſe with reſpect to 
the young man; but with a great battle and ſtruggle ! 
wan to ay, Lord, do as thou haſt ſaid, —W hen I was thus 
employed, it pleaſed the glorious hearer of prayer to 
ſhine, by his Spirit, upon theſe ſcriptures; Acts ix. 
15. with Jer. xxxi. 3. xxxili. 14. J will take them 
one of a tity, and two of a family, Ta. Ivi. 7. It pleaſ- 
ed the Lord to draw aſide the vail, and to give me fuch 
a glim pſe of his glory, as made all doubts and fears 
diſappear, before the brightneſs of that light.” "O's 


bright and raviſtung view I got of that everlaſting low! 


of God; I have loved thee with an everlaſting” "ey 
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_ Hl therefore with loving - kindneſe will I draw thee. . I the 
' Wh glorious and eternal Jehovah is the lover; O happy 
man, happy woman, that is beloved by hic : Happy 
is that people, whoſe Cod is the Lord, The raviſhing 
views of that love enflamed my heart with love to God. 
"WH and to the object beloved by him. I think, when the 
Lord in his adorable ſovereignty is pleaſed to give a 
ies of his love, or intimation of his mind with reſpect 
to another; the one that is privileged with it, at that 


= time, cannot but, taſte of the ſweetneſs of that love. 
0 oY 1 thiok it is a part of that holy and ſweet pleaſure that 
1 is to be found in Wiſdom's ways; Wiſdem's ways are 
en 0 of pleaſantneſs, and all ber paths are peace, Prov. 
ai. 17. L never all my life got ſuch a bright view of 


the attribute of divine love: Cad is love ; he that dwel- 
YOU Wl th in love, dwelleth in God, and God in him, 1 John 


We iv, 16, This was a day I ought to remember with 
ry" thankſgiving, being July gth, 1766, 
When I ſpoke of the matter to the young man, it 


was with ſome meaſure of fear, ariſing from the con- 
ſideration of that holy and reverential fear that is due 
unto the Lord, either in ſpeaking of him, or ſpeaking 
whim, I was alſo afraid, leaſt there ſhould be any 
miſtake in the matter, whereby the Lord would be - 
diſhonoured.- And perceiving him very glad, I was 
afraid of ſelf-confidence in him, or vaĩn- glory: but his 
words gave no evidence of it; thereupon thoſe words 
were ſweetly borne in upon me, Tea, they. ſball ſing in 
be ways of the Lord : for great is the glory of the Lord, 
alm cxxxvili. 5. Thou meeteſt him that rejoiceth, par X 
Feorteth ri ghteouſneſs, thoſe that remember thee in thy 
Ways, Iſa. Ixiv. 5. 

After the young man went from me, I was eſſaying 
0 plead for a bleſſing upon our conference: ſpirĩtual 
onference is a duty; to my {ſweet experience, I have 
ten found it pleaſant, The Lord breathed upon, and 
e countenance to it, as he did to the diſciples, Luke 
v.15, But whilſt I was thus employed, two ſcrip- 


q. 
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tutes were darted into my hind, 1 
— wounded, and wiſt dot what to do, for they were com 
trary to all the former. I thought before 1 would 
draw a concluſion about them, I Would look to the 
Lord for his direction: and while I looked to the Lord 
for his direction, thoſe two ſcriptures came, Be 9. 
fledfaft, unmoveable, always abounding in the work of 
t Lord, 1 Cor. xv. 58. Tour adverſary the devil, walk Wl © 
un about as a roaring lion, ſeeking — he may devour, d 
1 Pet. v. 8. By theſe two it was very evident to me, g 
that the former was from Satan; they had very differ: i 
eat effects. 1. The word that came from the Lord e. 
lead to the Lord. 2. Light accompanied the word; WM 
The enterance of thy word gives light, &c. 3, It filted 
the ſoul with a ſweet compoſure, and excited to duty. 
- The native tendency of the other was to drive away - 
from the Lord ; and to fill the ſovl with horror, dark- 
neſs, and confuſion, 

One night I could get no reſt; ſleep went from tne, 
ſuch a concern was laid upon my ſpirit for the young 
man's eternal ſalvation, I eſſayed prayer again and a- 
. - . gain, till that word came, Mark ix. 19. Bring him un 

| Ki me, Then I was mude to plead that abſolute pro- 
mile, awd to ſay, * Lord, I cannot b_ him unto 


F 
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3 NT — all men after me. Put him — ſome ole 
I 4 thoſe all men thou wilt draw after thee : thou art all 
: 8 YH Prince exalted at the Father's right-hand, to give re- 
© pentance and remiſſion of ſins:“ and whilſt 1 wa 
. pleading, that other word came, which was very ſweel 
aud confirming to me; I will betrothe thee unto me fat 
ever ; yea, 1 will betrothe thee 'unts me in righteonfughn © 
in judgment, and in loving-kindneſs ; and thou ſhalt ki 
the Lord, Hoſea ii. 19, 20. © 1 
I remember, about five years ago, when it ble ne | 
the Lord to intimate to me, that I was to have a lon 

rod of afflition, I was afraid of ſecurity and 0 

. which made me cry, O Lord, glorify thyſc 
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© uſe riſaners-and enable-me to n him upon 
the I may obſerve it to his praiſe, he won · 
derfully iſappointed my fears; by often giving me a 
burden of affliction upon my body, or a burden of con- 
cera upon my ſpirit ; and very.often part of both: the 
burden of others often became my burden; and the 
great motive that induced me 10 it, was: the glory of 
God: that God may be glorified in over · ruling their 
difficulties to his on glory and their good, — I have 
ground to obſerve it alſo, to his praiſe and glory, that 
r vhen the Lord allowed me near acceſs to himſelf for 
+4 Wotbers, I never wanted for myſelf. Theſe are parts of 
"Y bis ways 5 and bow fmail a EONS. nenn 
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— GRE E N 0 C K, - it Marion Lans. 
arks | 5 
hy 0 o L us 16 
0 1 he Concluſu ion of the Madonna ns- containing Re 
; tuns ae on the foregoing Exerciſe. bo 


0* 
Leto FRO M the beginning of April 1740,' to the a 
/ vil! my outgate, ſo near as I can remember, was — 


he month of July, 1741. And upon the INIT 
ball make the rellowing reflections. hr Bs 4 


þ 903 I. Some genetal Obſervations. ; PE. 


1. 1 HAVE ales reflected with wouder at the Fe. *g | 
En free grace and love of God ; which is neither: 
ocured by our good, nor hindered by our evil. K 
lc time * the Lord brought me to hear the glo- 
os goſpel, which he bleſſed for my awakening aud 
wiction, I had never come to a greater height in 
ang, and drinking in youthful pleaſures. The 
mM JS ne, the law, in its ſpiritual extent; be led 
R Ri 


the wrath of God abideth on him, John iii. 36. Then 


5 
| 
! 
| 
| 
| 


190 M EMOIRES OD 
me into the dark receſſes of the heart, to ſe 
bominations were done there in the chamber 
gery. I ſtood amazed at the ſight; and waSFmade 1 
wonder, that ſuch a wretch as I was ſo long out of 
hell. This could not be but a ſurprizing ſight to one 
who had an high opinion of herſelf. — A little befote 
this, I thought if three would go to heaven, I would 
be one of them; though verily I ſought righteouſnels 
by the works of the law, by which no ſinger 2 
juſtiſiec. 

2. I have e at the ;oGoite hive; and wiſdem 
-'of God, that bore me up under ſuch a load of guilt and 
ſenſe of wrath ; and yet ſuffered me neither to ſink 
under it, nor ſplit on the Rock of deſpair. You may 
read my caſe in Deut. xxviii. 65, 66, 67. I had no 
aſſurance of my life a moment being out of hell. 

3- I wondered at the divine patience, bearing ſo long 
with me; and at the wiſdom of God, in keeping me fo 
long at Siggi. I ſee that leſs of the law-work would 
not do: my proud heart thought it below it to come 
down from the tree of legality, and to ſubmit to the 
righteouſneſs of Chriſt for juſtification before God, and 
acceptance with him, I found / was the Rickiog 
point. with me: that a hard ſaying, Let a man dem 
bim/el If. To be denied to religious ſelf was like the 
cutting off a right hand, or the plucking out a right < | 
eye. The Lord continued thundering from mount WW da 
Sinai, until he made me deſpair of ho by the works 
of the law: Curſed is every one that continueth nat in 
all things written in the book of the law to do them, Gal. 
ii..10. He that believeth on the Son, hath everlaſting 
life ; he that believeth-not the Son, Wall not ſee life: but 


Chriſt was manifeſted in the character of a Redeemer 
O how ſweet was this relation, a Redeemer ! He wa, 

made under the law, to redeem them that were: under the 
lau. Whilſt this glorious diſcovery laſted, it was fa 


of raviſhing ſweetneſs : pany, his * 4 


e * 
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EE. ae the caſe wherein it found me 
fi 


| * y God, and by my own conſcience. 
was lik nk under the fear and preſſure of a preſent; 
execution of the ſentence, Was it any wonder that 
the news of pardon and forgiveneſs was ſweet to oue 
in ſuch a caſe? I mention not theſe things for my own 


grace, "who hath made us accepted in the Beloved, Tow: 


i. 6. | 


the duty of writting. 

AFTER the forementioned exerciſe, 1 wrote a few 
remarks, intending only the help of my own memory. 
About that time my father took trouble, which iſſued 
in his death, which was the occaſion of my going af- 
ter wards to ſerrice.—I would here, by the way, ob- 
ſerve a few conſiderations, that lay heavy Wpon' me a- 


the want of him, though a loving and affectionate fa- 
ther, but the loſe which the family would ſuſtain. 
The laſt time 1 fpoke with him I aſked him ho- 
matters were with bim? He anſwered me, I get ſome. 
* blinks of the Lord's countenance; but when he 
comes, he ſtays ſhort till he is away again.“ A few 
days thereafter he went to the undiſturbed reſt of glory, 


the poor family was at, by the want of him; there be- 
dered, where Chriſt dwells not by his Spirit, they 


union to the Lord Jeſus, there can be no communion 
with him: what is there then but the ſtrong man 
armed keeping the houſe, and his goods are at eaſe? 
The conſideration of thoſe things, gave me many &- 
rands to the . of grace, crying to the Lord that 


could not dwell in Chriſt by faith; where there is-as + 


commendation; but to the praiſe and glory of his 


820 r. II. Cintaining an . of my experience a about | 


boat the time of my father's death. It was not only 


ing nothing like grace in any of them; when 1 conſi- 


Ty * * 
where clouds would no more cover from the face f 


our glorious Lord. When I conſidered the great lo | 


\ 
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he would plant the graces of his Spirit into the ou. 
The glorious hearer of prayer cauſed me to hie upon 
that word, concerning ſome of them, 7 will cauſe you 
#0:paſs under the rod, and will bring you into the bond of 
#he covenant, Ezek. xx. 37 9 's 


L had written, I laid into my chiſt. When I was put- 
ting on or off my cloaths, and got my eye upon them, 

I I was often challenged by one of thoſe two ſcriptures, 
Tf any man draw back, my ſoul hath no pleaſure in him, 
Heb. x. 38. And Jeſus ſaid unto him, If any man putteth 

his hand to the plow and looketh back, he is not fit for the 
kingdom of God, Luke ix. 62. I viſt not what to do, 
for I neither had an opportunity for writting, nor had 

I a defire for it. 1 obſerved, in our reading of the 

_ - ſcriptures, morning and evening in the family, what 
the word ſpoke to that purpoſe. I faw the oy to be 
founded on, and authorized from many places of ſcrip- 
ture: T'only mention a few of them. Ut is a night to 
the land of Egypt : this is that night of the Lord, to be 
obſerved of all the children of Iſrael, in all their generati. 
ons,” Exod, xii. 42. How much more ought it to be 
obſerved unto the Lord, with gratitude and thankful- 
neſs, by thoſe whom the Lord has brought forth from 
the Egypt of a natural Nate, a worſe ſtate than the E-. 
gyptian bondage? Come, ſee a man which tel me all 
_ things that ever I did; It not this the Chrift ® john in, 


lifbed a teſtimony in Jacob, and appointed a law in Iſraeli 
which he commanded our fathers, that they ſhould male 
them known to their children, Pſalm Ixxvili. 4. Wh 
ic wiſe, and will obſerve thoſe things, even they ſball u 
derfland the leving-kindneſs of the Lord, Pſalm cvii, 11 

But the great queſtion with me was, It it H 
it J, the Lord calls to ſuch x duty? Uzzah's bein 


his hand to the ark was good jo itſelf; but he 


But I return to the purpoſe in hand;—Thoſe copies 


be much obſerved to the Lord, for bringing them out of 
b 


29.—Come here all ye that fear God; and I will tell what I. 
 be"bhath done for my foul, Pſalm 1xvi. 16.— For he gab. 


» 
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God's. ommand to it, 2 Sam. vi, 7. They offered 
range Fre before the Lord, which he commanded them 
not : and there went out fire from the Lord, and devour 
ed them; and they died before the Lord, Lev. 1, 2.— 
Thoſe, and the like ſcriptures, filled me with ſo much 
of the awe and majeſty of God, as made me to tremble 
at the thoughts of ſuch a duty, without a clear call 
from him.—The Lord faid often vnto me, Fear not, ! 
have injoined thee. At other times I was challenged by 
thoſe words, The ſervant that knoweth his maſter's will 
and doth it not, ſhall be beaten with many tripet. I was 
reproved alſo by miniſters in their doctrine, tho? they 
knew nothing of it; for I conſulted with none of 
them : 1 confulted only with God, and the word of 
God, and my own conſcience ; Acknowledge him in all 
thy ways; and he will direct thy paths, Prov. iti. 6. 

At length the Lord in his holy providence opened a 
door for that duty, by very trying diſpenſations: they 
were bitter to me as the gall and wormwood. I ſaid, 
the Lord had dealt bitterly with me; I was fo rude 
and ignorant, and as à beaſt before him.—He cut me 
off from youthful pleafyres, things lawful in them- 
ſelves, but unlawfully uſed, ſo far as they got Chriſt's 
room in my heart, I faw-not then what a glorious 
deſign the Lord was carrying on by thoſe bitter trials; 
but he hath let me fee it ſince that time: and I debre, 


vith all my heart, to bleſs him for them, upon a ve, 


of the Lord's way with me. Well may I fay, C Lord, who- 
lle unte thee among /t the gods ? who is like to thee, 
lab Ngbrioug in holineſs, fearful in praiſes, doing wonders !* 
acl Nod. xv. 11. The Lord took me aſide into the wil- 
make erneſs, and there he ſpoke with me: he told me in 
bg part what he had done for me; and alſo what he 
Hur ould have me do for him. Then he removed the ob- 
macy that was in my will againſt the duty; and I 


oc Spirit, of his calling me to the duty. And I max 
to his praiſe, he prepared my heart for prayer; aud 


1 


ought further evidences from the Lord, by his word 
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bowed his ear and anſwered me by wos threꝶ ſcrip- 
tures: I mention them in the order they —_— and 
the views I got of them; Iſa. xliii. 26. Put me in ne. 
membrance. I thought it was, as if the Lord had faid, 
Put me in remembrance. by telling others what I have 
done for thee : or cauſe. my name to be remembered, 
I will make thy name to be remembered in all generations, 
Pſalm xlv. 17. Them that honour me, I will honour, 
1 Sam. ii. 30. This filled me with ſhame and blu 
in the ſight of a holy God; and made me to ſay, * Lord, 
* what can I do to thy honour | Lord, help me to 
* honour thee in life, and in death. Lord, without 
* thee I can do nothing: without thee let me deſire to 
do nothiog ; ; but through thy grace ſtrengthening 
me I can do all things: I can do all things thou cal- 
| © leſt me to: Lord, Work it in me both to will, and alſo 
to do, of thy gad pleaſure; and do thou bear all the 
glory of it, 1 Cor. xv. 58. Be ye fledfaſt, unmoveable, 
* always abaunding in the work of the Lord, forafmuch 
* as ye know your labour is not in vain in the Lord“ 
By tbeſe three ſcriptures, the Lord fully ſatisfied 
me as to the clearneſs of his calling me to that exerciſe, 
and ſtrongly fortified me againſt the trial he knew | 
had yet to meet with, both from Satan, and from the 
inſtruments he ſtirred up to oppoſe that exerciſe. Gol 
hath choſen the fooliſb things of this world to confound the 
wiſe; and God hath chan. the weak things of this world 
to confound the things that are mighty, that no fleſh might 
in his preſence : that according as it is written, Me 
that l, let him On in the Lord, 1 Cor. i, 37, 31 I, 


Scr. III. Containing an account of the temptations 1 
| laboured under, while I was employed in the: duty 
F writting, and the way the Tard . an 12 5 
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this exerciſe I was taught more than ever before, viz, 
a conſtant treading with heaven: new duties brought 
in new difficulties, and diſcovered new wants; and 
| ve me repeated errands to the fountain of infinite 
fl lneſs, in order to get them ſupplyed. I am 22 
. ed the Lord ſends none awarfare on their own 
' In a word, the Lord bears all the charges of his own | 
G work: bleſſed be his name. | 
7 I neither had education nor natural been for 
, ſuch an undertaking. ' Any memory I had was owing 
o to the Spirit's bringing his 'own words to remembrance. 
it — When the Lord, by his Spirit, ſhined upon his 
to word and-work, then I had a clear remembrance of 
zo. I both. I have cauſe to ſpeak it, to the praiſe of the 
l- Lord, it hath often "beer his way with me, to bring 
4% old experiences to remembrance; with new difcoveries |. 
the of himſelf. Sometimes with brighter views of the 
le, glory of God, ſhining in the face of Jeſus Chriſt ; The 
uch brightneſs of the Father's glory, and the expreſs image of 
bis perſon, Heb. i. 3.—At other times I got further 
views of the myſtery of juſtification, and how that 
queſtion was anſwered, that would have non-pluſſed 
men and angels to have anſwered i it, how God would 
be juſt in juſtifying the ungodly, who ſaith, 7 will by . 
no means clear the guilty,” Exod. xxxiv. 7. Tt is done 
in a crucified Chriſt : He was made ſin for us, who 
knew no fin, that we might be made the righteouſneſs of 
God in him. Upon the ground of his juſtice-fatisfying, 
aw-fulfilliog, and law-magnifying righteouſneſs, God | 
s juſt in juſtifying the ungodly, in a conſiſtency with 
all his other attributes and perfections; and 
truth have met together, righteouſneſs and peace have 
ed each other, in the perſon of the God-man, Em- 
manuel; God with us. — This way of ſaving ſinners 
brings 1 in a revenue of praiſe and glory to God in the 
igbeſt. O wonderful wiſdom ; how brightly is it 
ulplayed in God's providing fo well for his own glory, 
Ind the ſinner's ſalvation ! | 
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This view endeared the Lord to my ſoul, and made 
me ſay upon the matter, Lord, iubat wilt thou aue m 
to * for thee ? But after theſe ſweet manifeſtations of 
the love of God in Chriſt, ordinarily came my foreſt 
trials. Satan raiſed ſuch a miſt upon theſe-tryths, 1 
found it a hard thing to win to a fiedfalt adherente to 
them, in the hour and power of darkneſs. Satan in- 
jected thole, or the like helliſh tem ptations; Hath God 
ſaid ſo and ſo? or to call in que ſtion the being of ſome 
attribute or perfection in God; which ſtruck at his 
very being. and the foundation 'of religion. It is the 
ſaying of a divine, Experience is the mother of af- 
« fection.” By the Experience I had of that tempta- 
tion, I was taught more than ever before to ſympathiac 
with, and pray for, as I could, tho? not as 1 Thould, 
for miniſters who are much in the ſtudy of divine 
truth, knowing they are men of the like paſſions with 
ourſelves, and liable to the ſame temptations. I ſaw 
_ alſo. that it was no wonder though they caſtly-parted 
with truth, if they had a temptation to it, who-nevet 
felt the power of God, or the ſaving influence of the 
truths of God upon their own ſouls; nor ever feaſled 
on the raviſhiog ſweetneſs. of God, that is to be found 
in his word. Thy word was found of me, and 1 did eat 
it ; and is was fe n ib i of ming heart, 
Jer. xv. 16. Mi 
When 1 was Gas ſhaken, nd faith like to fail, then 
ordinarily the Lord brought to my rememberance, 
ſome part of his word, which confirmed me in the 
| truth, I was ſhaken about when the Lord manifeſted; 
himſelf in the promiſe. Then I ſaw matters, in the. 
light of the Lord, to be what they were before; then 
I was both ſtrengthened and encouraged id the way e yi 
the Lord.—I ſaw alſo cauſe to bleſs him for bis: worden t 
and the teaching of his Spirit; had I wanted them butt co 
a little, I would ſoon have been, I thought, as great®te, : 
an athieſt as was upon the earth. Whenever a temp. . 
tation offered, kow ly was I ſhaken about the 0 phe, 
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revealed truths in the Bible? Surely I am more brutiſb 
than any man, and have nat the underſſanding of a man. 
] neither learne wiſdom, nor have I the knowkh ape of the 
ly, Prov. xxx. 2, 3. Such have been the condeſcen- 
jency of my ſweet and altogether- lovely Lord, as to 


30 Waco me of onſets from Satan, ſometimes before they 

. ame, by thoſe ſcriptures, And the Lord ſaid, Simon, 

inen, b+hold Satan hath deſired to have. you, that he 

yy ay ſift you as wheat ; but I have prayed for thee, that 
is | 1 


by faith fail not, Luke xxii. 31.: and, Put on the 
wile armer of God, that ye may be able ta fland againſt 

le wile of the devil, Epb. vi, 11. . It is no ealy wat. 
er to be ſifted by Satan, O bleſſed be God, the Me- 
lator's prayers prevaileth in heaven; Him the Father 
ureth always, &c. Satan often ſuggeſted to me that 
klliſh temptation, the longer I continued a profeſſion 
f religion, - I would diſhonqur God the more, It was 
oddenly darted in upon my mind, as lightning into a 
dom, and with that helliſh force and yigour, as left 
ttle ſtrength in me: my hands were ready to hang 
lown, though I never omitted duty upon that account, 
o far as I can remember; but I was much diſcouraged 
Lit, I often feared I would fall one day ot other by 
be hand of the roaring lion of hell, and be a ſcandal 
religion. Satan made uſe of, as a bait for his 1 8 0 
ons, the ſaying of the unjuſt jndge to the widow, 
uke xviii. 5. He moreover ſuggeſted, that by his 
ntinually perſeyering to tempt, he would weary me 
ut at laſt, Indeed my ſtanding was intirely owing to 
im who hath all power in heaven and in earth, and who 
an ſet the powers of heaven againſt the powers of hell : 
e are more than conquerors through him that loved us. 
When I was ſore wounded by Satan's fiery darts, 
den the merciful Samaritan poured in ſome ſweet word 
comfort; he bound up my wounds: he ſaid unto 
e, Fear not, I am thy exceeding great reward, Gen. 
. 1. Be flrong in the Lord, and in the power of hi 
gt, Eph. viiio, Notwithſtanding, ſo far did thoſe 

. 8 328 
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unbelieving fears prevail, at times, to my ame I Wi 
knowledge it, and to the praife of the glory of tl. 
grace, Who hath made us accepted in the Beloved, Eph, Wn: 
i. 6. that I wiſhed for a cottage in the wilderneſs, when 
no ſaint might know me, that if I fell, I ſhould not rat 
offend the generation of the righteous. I conſulted with 
myſelf, how to get off the name of religion: I remen- 
bered the common proverb, Such company as ye are, Wer: 
fuch company take you to. Then ſuch inſinuations x 
theſe came into my mind, I muſt leave the godly, a0 
aſſociate with the wicked; that I abhorred, for I could 
appeal to the ſearcher of hearts what a burden the con · Nat 
pany of the wicked had been to me, eſpecially upon ſo c 
the Lord's day: and as for the ſaints, I counted then ire: 
for the excellent ones of the earth ; and favoured then 
moſt, when the image and Spirit of God moſt appear 
ed in them. I have cauſe to ſpeak it to the praiſe onal 
God, I have found him pleaſed often to breath upon 
the company of ſaints, both in ſocial worſhip and Ypi-Meor: 
ritual converſe : Thoſe that feared the Lord, ſpoke ofta 
one to another ; and the Lord hearkened, and heard it; 
and a book of remembrance was bt 27 before him, fu To 
them that feared the Lord, and that thought upon hier c 
name, Mal. iii. 16.—In this divided day we leave in, h 
I have often thought, it would have been more for theo B 
glory of God, and for the promoting of religion, if the 
aints had walked together more friendly in what they{urec 
are agreed, than what they do: Jon ſharpeneth. irmWie 1 
— .fo a man ſharpeneth the countenance of his friend, Pro. 
xxvii. 17. It will never be the privilege of the faintsWcn 
to ſee eye to eye, in all that concerns the glory o 
God, in this imperfect ſtate : yet they . ap 
in the experimental knowledge of religion, tho! the) 
differ far in the gifts and attainments that God is plea 
ed to confer upon them, However, the leaſt ſaint has 
a ſaving knowledge of a God in Chriſt ;' why then may 
not the ſaints converſe together about what God bath 
done for their fouls? Follow peace with all men, 
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lolingf ; without which ne man ſhall ſee the Lord, Heb. 
xii, 1 | 
5 hnbe-4 -with a godly miniſter, who had been 
much in the ſchool of temptation. He told me, that 
he ſtudied a whole week how he might throw off the 
name of religion. I was glad to hear of that; for I 
thought none had been in my caſe, though the apoſtle | 
faith, No temptation hath happened unto you, but 4 51 as 
are common #0 man. 
In the time of the late war Satan >Mavked me ih 
yy that temptation, It is needleſs for you to write; for 
xe French will come and deſtroy both you and your 
pation : The fear of man cauſeth a fnare ; that I found 
to my ſad experience. Many things occurred to in- 
reaſe my fears: my own and the land's guiltineſs; 
ud the many aweful tokens of the Lord's anger ſmok- 
ig againſt us, made me fear the Lord might juſtly 
* the French a rod in his hand, to puniſh us for 
dur iniquities, and to avenge the quarrel of a broken 
orenant. The Lord ſent famine on the land of Iſrael 
bree years, year after year, to avenge the quarrel of 
breach of covenant with the Gibionites, 2 Sam. xxl. 1. 
o my great grief I converſed with one in the charac-' 
er of a miniſter, who ridiculed the covenants. I ſpoke 
0 him to this purpoſe, ** If the covenants bind us only 
o Bible principles, then we are bound by the law of 
od to perform them; though Scotland had never ab- 
ured, by covenant, every doctrine inconſiſtent with 
he word of God, and our Confeſſions of Faith.” He 
Weplicd, It would not be aſked us at the day of judg- 
nent, whether we owned a covenanted work of refor- 
ion or not.“ That ſcripture occurred to my mind, 
atth. v. 19. Wheoſoever therefore breaketh one of the 
aft of theſe commandements, and ſball teach men ſo, he 
be called the leaſt in the kingdom of heaven ; but 
byoever ſhall do, and teach them, the ſame ſhall be cal 
great in the kingdom of heaven. The noble marquis 
Argyle, when upon the ſcaffold, expreſſed himſelf 5 
8 2 | 
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thus ; © God hath laid engagements upon Scotlahd; 
«« ve are tied by covenant to religion and reformayon, 
«© Thoſe, that were then unborn were engaged to itz 
„ and it paſſeth the power of any under heaven to ab 
% ſolve a man from the oath of Ga. ne 
One time when I was much ſhaken by the foremen- 


tioded temptation, I had left my -writings lying in ail © 
window : that night there came on a great rain, which 
came down ia the window. The firſt thing I ſa ia the 
morning, Was the window in a flood of water: then 
faid with Job, That which I greatly feared is came a 
me for now I thought they were all ruined. Wei 
I came to the window, and ſaw the water had mad 
no impreflion upon them, I was amazed at the condeMl © 
ſcendency of a God of power: he who preſerved ti 
three children, in the midſt of the fiery furnace, pre : 
ſerved them in the midſt of water. — It was all on p 
to my view as if they had been taken out of a pool ol 
water dry; and I ſaw no natural cauſe for it. O t © 
aſtoniſhing condeſcendency of God, who vouchſafed i " 
work, as it were, a miracle, to confound me for m l 
unbelief. I was aſhamed and confounded, when 1 * 
-, membered the words of the Lord which he had bor} 2 
in upon my mind, in the hour of temptation ; But ap C 
all the glory fball be a defence, Iſa. iv. 5. This b © 
written for the generations to came, Pſalm. cii. 18. . 
Again, the ſubtile enemy, who had many tim © 
tempted me to deſtroy myſelf, when it ſerved his pu [ 
pole, he turned it another way: be ſuggeſted tb 
much ſtudying was @ wearineſi to the fleſb, and by it 2 
would deſtroy myſelf. I conſidered, that I had my bl 
ing from God, my health from him, my all from bia * 
and I deſire to live upon him, and to live to bim; 2 © 
be diſpoſed of by him, and for him, and by his grace} & 


at this I deſire to hold, Thine am 1, G David and' 
thy ſide, thou fon of Jeſſe, + gt 

Laſtly, Satan ſuggeſted, that there were, ſo mut 
ſelf ig what I had written, it were beſt to deſtroy iff 
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offering a few remarks upon the whole. 
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for if it came to the light, it woufd but diſhotiour God. 
While I was grieved at the thoughts of N 9 oy | 
God, thoſe words, were borne in upon me, Thine ad- 
verſaries ſhall be found liars ; and, deſtroy it not, for à 
bleſſing 755 e 
When I view myſelf in the glafs of the holy law of 
God, or in the glaſs of the holineſs of God, who ſays, 
Be ye holy, for 1 am holy, O what cabſe have I to cry 
out, Unclean, unclean! I need a Saviour, to fave me 
from my dell duties, as well as from my worſt ſins. 
It is a comfortable ſaying of Dr; Owen's, The Lord 
« Jeſus takes away from the duties of the faints, the 
« pride, the ſelf, the unbelief; and perfumes them 
% with, the incenſe of his own merits, and. preſents 
them to his Father: and when they will meet the 
« ſaints, at the day of judgment, they will ſcarce kiow 
them to be theirs,” _ r 
Again, I obſerve, ſo far as I know, I neither allow - 
ed nor approved of ſelf; fo far as it prevailed, it was 
my burden and grief: when my ſweet and altogether- 
lovely Lord was pleaſed to bring me into communion 
and fellowſhip with himſelf; then that deteſtable idol 
of ſelf was ready to ſet up its head, and aſpired to rob 
Chriſt of his crown, and all his royal prerogatives. 
Could I then be but grieved to ſee my glorious Lord 
robed of the glory of his grace? I joathed and abhor- 


ed myſelf on account of its prevailing ; I cried to the 


Lord againſt it, ſaying, Let King Jeſus reign ; let him 
reign and wear the clown, and poſſeſs the throne in 
my heart for ever. I had not peace till that deteſtable 
idol, Self, was diſcernibly got under: I rejoiced ſome- 
times in hope of the victory over it at laſt, when 2/2 
Egyptians, whom we fee to day, we ſhall ſee no more a. 


gain for ever, Exod. xiv. 14. 


Ster. IV. Remarks upon the whole, - LE. 
1 SHALL now conclude theſe reflectious, by A 
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1. In all my trials and temptations, the ſin of - 


belief bath been the predominant evil. O how much 
have I diſhonoured God, by not believing in his word, 


and not truſting in his ſalvation as I ovght? My fin 


hath many heinous aggravations atteading it, being 
committed after ſo many ſweet manifeſtations of the 
love of God in Chriſt, and being convinced of it; a- 
gain and again have I fooliſhly requitted the Lord, by 
razing the foundation, and calling in queſtion his for- 


mer loving kindneſles ; as if God had been changed in 


love, when I was changed in frame. O what cauſe 
have I to {ook upon him whom I have pierced, and to 
mourn ? | | 


2. In all my trials, my comfort came by the word of 


God. When he ſhot the arrows of conviction into my 
conſcience, it was by his word ; when he healed me, 


it was by his word: The word of God is ſbarper than 
any two-edged fword ; and is a diſcerner of the thoughts 


and intents of the heart, Heb. iv. 12. When I got a 
diſcovery of the glory of God in Chriſt, by faith, it 


was through the glaſs of the promiſes; when I heard 
his voice, it was in his word: Never man ſpoke like 


this man. He told me all things that ever I did; 1s not 
this the Chriſt? Here we may ſee darkly through the 


Pres” glaſs of the promiſe; but when the glaſs of the pro - 
miſe is removed, and faith ſwallowed up in viſion, 


then the ſoul will get a ſight of its glorious object, the 
beautiful viſion of God and the Lamb. Make haſte, 
my Beloved, and be thou like a roe, or a young hart, upon 
the mountains of Bether. ON : 

3. The ſweet manife/tations of the love of God in 
Chriſt, and the ects that ordinarily attended them, had 
their own weight with me in the hour of temptation, 
I mention fome of thoſe effects. They diſcovered new 


wants, and increaſed new fears of ſinning againſt ſo 
loving and kind a Lord. . They diſcovered the want 


of [ue to God: I wondered I could love him fo little, 


who loved wretched me, and gave himſelf for me.— 
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They diſcovered alſo much want of a holy reverential 
fear of God: holy fear in ſpeaking to God, or ſpeak- 
ing of him, or writting concerning him: Cod is greatly 
to be feared in the aſſembly of the ſaints. 1 
4. 1 have obſerved, to my ſweet experience, in the 
renewed manifeſtations of the glory of God in Chriſt, 
| that I have got a brighter view of one attribute and 
X perfection of God than of another: ſometimes a bright 
L view of the truth and faithfulneſs of God; I will praiſe 
> thy name, for thy loving-kindneſs, and for thy truth, 
0 Pſalm cxxxviii. 2. Sometimes a brighter view of the 
love of God: God is love ; and he that dwelleth in hye, 
f BW duelleth in God, and God in him, 1 John iv. 16. Some- 
J times a brighter view of the glory of God, ſhining in + 
„ face of Jeſus Chriſt : And we beheld his glory, the glory 
n | as of the only begotten of the Father, full of grace and 
ts truth, John i. 14. Sometimes a ſenſible /mel! of his 
a IU ointment: Thy name is as ointment poured forth, there- 
it Wl fore do the virgins love thee, His mouth is myſt fweet ;- 
d yea, he is altogether lovely. 40 tafte and fee that the 
ke' Lord is good; bleſſed is the man that truſteth in him: 
That which we have ſeen and heard, declare we unto you, 
he Nl that ye may have fellowſhip with us; and truly our fel- 
o- | l lmuſbip is with the Father, and with his Son Jeſus Chriſt, 
0," 1 John i. 3. 6. | 
he 1 
te, 
don 


GREENOCK, MARION LAIRD... 
March 10. 1767. | „ 5 


2 


ew 
ant The END of the MEMOIREs. 


— 
. 
- * 
* 
* 
* 
1 
% * 
0 
* 
4 a CY 
4 
4 
1 . 
* 
* . 
% 
1 
p . 
> 
* 
% 
* 
4 4 
7. 1 
* 
- 
* 
= 
Je * 
* * 
= * 
o — 
. 
.* 
# 
* * 
4 
- i 
. 
- * , 
* 
. 
— 
* 
— 
* 
- 
* 
* 


— — 


\ 


\ 


aa m s 


/ 


D2 


A I 
COLL LL E©CT-ION 
O85; lh ng 


Religious LETTERS. 


WRITTEN BY 


MARION IL 47 R 5. 


* in preſerving her excellent Letters; yet, it 


Collection of them, kad not ſhe herſelf A | 
fully kept doubles of the moſt of them, re 


| mer Memoir. 
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ADVERTISEMENT. 


T H E following RELISIos LETTERS, 
Written by the Aurhox of the preceding 
Mxuolkks, to ſeveral of her friends and ac- 
quaintances, breath forth much of the ſpirit Wl - 
and diſpoſition of the truly pious and devout 
Chriſtian.— They were wrote during the time 
of her laſt indiſpoſition, which laſted more 
than thirteen years: and as they contain the 
genuine ſentiments of an exerciſed ſoul, un- 
der the rod; ſo, it is hoped, they will be a 
valuable e and a ſuitable cordial to thoſe 
ho are exerciſed to true godlineſs, eſpecial- 
- . ty to all ſuch as may be either in outward 
Aduiſtreſs of body, or in ward perplexity of 
| mind, or perhaps of both. | 
Though theſe with whom ſhe correſpond: 
| ed, we underſtand, have been very careful 


would not have been in our power to have 
favoured the public with ſuch a complete} 


gularly wrote in a book, and e wi 
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e To Mancanzr crank, in Glaſgou, TEE 
1 Dear and loving Sifter in the Lord, tþ OT TINS 
WOULD diſcover to you, ſome hiats-for — 2 
tation. The firſt thing I would ſay to you is, If a 
ole Wl believer's enjoyments come not up that length in de- 1 
ial - gree that formerly he had, he is very ready to ſuſpet 
ard them, as if they were all deluſions. If he met with 
| eminent enjoyments in his firſt cloſing with Chtiſt, 
ok and cannot come up that length again, he calls all. 5 
n queſtion. Some think that communion with Chriſt 
nd - ¶ conſiſts in elevated ſoul-raptures and raviſhment up tz 
l the third heavens; and if they find not this, they think 
fu they have no communion with Chriſt : Sheets they 
„ It may have much real communion with him, firſt by 
avelll <lires after him; ſecondly, by hoping in him; and 
laltly, by lifting up their hearts, and panting earneſt. 
ly after him, which is real communion, tho we paſs . 
are-Wit as no communion with Chriſt. Often times the moſt. 
re- real and ſenſible enjoyments have the ſtrongeſt aſſaults 
on the back of them, — I would only ſay this to you 
tight, for the day of your complete victory is coming 
No more at preſeat, but reſt your loving friend; ©: 
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| To MirGarREtT CLARK. ; 
E AR ſiſter, I am glad to hear from you, In 
this ſhort time ſince I faw you I am brought az 
low as you are; yet it may be you will get home to 
Heaven before me. We ſhould be like the loving wife, 
that longs and looks for the coming of her beloved 
huſband. It is the character of believers, that they 
are ſuch as hve his appearing. O when ſhall the time 
of our pilgrimage, and the days of our baniſhment be 
finiſhed, that we may ger home to our Father's houſe, 
where we ſhall no more groan out our complaints! 0 
that we could fend our faith and hope, theſe two faith 
ful ſpies, to ſurvey the promiſed land. Dear fiſter, 
help me to love and praiſe the Lord Jeſus. — I have 
heard no preachings fince ye faw me: bat Sabbath- 
days have been very fweet to me. I am got able to 
write any more to you. Your loving comrade, 
 GnnENock, MARION- LAIRD. 
Oct. 7th, 1757. 5 


To Jau Ganpats and Mancater CLARK: Ian 


1 DESIRE greatly to hear from you. 


' : 


Ie is 

very weak condition in my body, and unable 
write to you ; yet, if I could advance God's glory 8 
honour, by commending glorious Chriſt and his on 
to you, I have occaſion to do ii. O what think e be 
the electing love of God? What think ye of the fn tl 
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dom of his grace? What think ye of the manifeſtations 
of his love to your foul and mine, who am foi gnwor- 
thy ?—l think 1 have as wicked a heart as ever any of 
God's ele had; yet all this could not hold him away 
from my ſoul. '© help me to praiſe him. O admire 
his love. Tou complain of heart-plagoes; and ſo may 


- 
hn 


c 
Chriſt to ſubdue them. 


Dear fiſter, you know when travellers, A. have 
met with many ſtorms, troubles, and dangers in their 
journies, rejoice when. they come near to their own 
country: and ſhould not you and I rejoice when fick- 
nels, and fore-runners of death tell us that the winter 
of our darknefs and trials is paſſing, and the ſummer 
of eternal Iight and joys is at hand? No more at af 


ſent, dic reſt your foving tries, 


Fg AAF s E57 


O 


uni dt . 
Oct. * 


2 Ex r - op R . 
To Mr. RoßkRT STEWART, a Partly. 


Dear and. hates Couſin, ® 


#237 


Lad 
S& 


1 II is long ſiace I thought to have written. to you, | 
bat wanted an opportunity. You may think it 
ſtrange why the Lord keeps me ſo long in the furnace: 


| know he will keep me no longer in it, than he has 
glorified himſelf in the trial of faith and patience; and 
lerved the purpoſes of his own glory with me. Think 


ot that our Lord is a hard maſter; he ſends none a- f 
al varcfare. on their own charges: he giveth liberally, _. 
-JonFeccording to the ſtate of ſuch a King, Such have been 


e Lord's kiudneſs to my ſoul, that I would rather be 
+ | the.fargace with * than in health winden . 


} 


I. I think e is the greateſt heart-plague I have, 


MARION 1 LAIRD. ; 
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Couſin, I can tell you from ſweet experience, the faith. - 
of an intereſt in glorious Chriſt, is the beſt water to 
cool the fire of afſſiction: there is no matter how bitter 
the cup be, if the Lord gives courage to drink it; or 
how heavy the burden be, if the Lord gives ſtrength 
to bear it. There is a reality in religion that ſupports 
| the. ſoul in the agonies of death, and amongſt the 
hands of the great king of terrors; when all friends, 
yea, the greateſt of ſaints, can do nothing but bear us 
company in the houſe of mourning. I intreat you, 
theretore, try and examine yourſelf, to ſee if you have 
gotten the company of the beſt friend, Chriſt Jeſus: 
if you will not judge and try yourſelf now, there is a 
day coming, that God will do it for you: a dying day 
will try our religion to purpoſe. I intreat you, there- 
fore, look ere you leap into eternity, without a teſti- 
ficate under Chriſt's hand. Enter into the court of 
conſcience, and try what knowledge you have gotten 
of God, more than you have had ſome years ago... Our 
Lord has told us, that except a man be born again, be 
cannot ſet the kingdom of heaven. True converſion is 
the ftrait gate and the narrow way, and there be few 

that wry gk it. Live not at an uncertairffy about a matter 

t a concerament, as the ſalvation. of your 

i Neal is, Bud the knowledge of an intereſt in Chriſt 
is attainable, and the knowledge of it is comfortable: 
'- without Chriſt we can neither live nor die comfortably. 
T have fometimes wondered to ſee any look with a glad 
countenance, that wanted an intereſt in Chriſt, It 
you have ſeen him, you have ſeen a glory in him that 
will darken all created glories to you. If he died for 
youg live to him, and let the concerns of his glory 
be your concern in the world, —This may perhaps be 
the laſt advice from your loving couſin. We muſt all 
ſhortly appear before the hat of (Ow 

. Reſts your urs well-wiſher, 8 


Geben, MARION LAIRD. 
July 12. 1760. 
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ee e enn 


] AMES, 1 have been often afraid, that you and 
others, would be diſcouraged at the length of my 


but now I ſee it is the joy of my Lord that is my ſtrengt 
1, nad ſupport under affliftion, - Glory to him he has 
been my company in the furnace. O how familiar has 
he been with my ſoul ! He hath condeſcended to keep 
converſe with my ſoul, when I have been that low, 
by reaſon of trouble, that I could have been active for 
no other duty, but that of meditation. O how won - 


with our fpirits, as a man doth with his friends ! O 
wonderful love to ſo hell- deſerving a creature! O but 
the love of God and the enmity of my heart filleth me 


the hundred tor and four thouſand that are about the 
throne, ſinging praiſes to Jehovah and the Lamb, where 


Mictions I am afflicted. © - © 


James, you may ſee what matter of a ſong of praſſe 


420 ne ground to ſbew forth his loving-kindneſs in the morning, 


N 

5 

$ | 
e affliction. When I was in health myſelf, and heard 
55 of the diſtreſs of others, my heart was like to 2 | 
18 


derful and aftoniſhing is the condeſcendency of God to 
ms, that he who is the Father of Spirits ſhould converſe 


with wonder. I can do no more but wonder at his 
love, , I long to:be above, where I could join with 


I ſhall, diſhonaar him no more; where I ſhall ſee him 

for myſelf, and be fatisfied with his likeneſs. O how. _- 
joyful is the ſhouts of the coming of the glorious Bride: 
groom to me! I think, through grace, I could paſs 
through hell at the neareſt, to be at the full enjoyment _ 
of my Lord, within the vail: yet, without him, I can 
do nothing. Altho' I never had the honour to ſuffer 
for him, he has told me, that if I fuffer with m, 1 
all alſo” reign with him ; for he has laid, In all your 


the Lord has given me in this my priſon ; he has given 


- 
- 
W 


ad his faithfulneſt every night. O what reaſon hre 


562 ug rene Lynnnns. 


I to bliſs his holy name? And I deſire you to doit Will ; 
| alſo, He makes me to trample over bath the fear of Wl ; 
death and of life. I think it is more difficult for me 9 
to live than to die, becauſe of the deceitfulneſs of my Wl a! 
own heart. I am continually in danger of diſhonom -- e 
ing the Lord.—L.defire your ſympathy, your miniſter's, n 
and others of yaur acquaintance at the throne. af grace Il i; 
for me, that the Lord may enable me to glarity hin 7. 
in the re, and bring me out of it to the praiſe of he A 
own glory. I have been ſometimes very bad ſince Ml G 
faw you; but I am a little better at the time. No Wn 
more at ꝓreſent, but reſt your loving friend, till dea Wl wi 
. yl 1 

. MARION LAIA PD. 
Aug. ift, 1761. | WG 

| | 0 an! 

IL Z T TA R M. fu 
To ſome of her Relations. = 


M V gear friends, I think it proper to leave you 
1 few advices, when I. am unable to ſpeak to you. if the 
Tou know that I am often ſo weak, by reaſon af Acc 


'* > | trouble, that 1 can neither ſpeak to pon, nor.others: fn 


therefore hear this as God's voice to you; unleſs you rea 
hear it as coming from God to you, you will get no i de: 
My dear friends, my advice to you is, firſt, O ami to 
tate aur glorious Lord Jeſus Chriſt, who ſought net I tha 
his own, hut his Father's glory. O ſeek his glory in to | 
the world in all things, as your chief end: there wil 
de no fear of your good. Our Lord has told us, Hin 
| that honoureth me, will I honour ; and him that deſpiſeth 
me, ſball be lightly eftcemed of me. = 
Dear friends, my ſecond advice to you is, to «laſt 
with Chriſt, as he is offered by God unto yon: 9 
duty can be acce to God, while we are ou 
Chriſt. It is in Chriſt that we and our duties are ht 
acceptable to God. O then, get Chriſt for yout g 


a * » 
'X 
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600. O Sits, ye eat! neither ve bor die comfortably 
without Chriſt. If ye have gotteu any views of the 
glory of God in Chrif, yeu have ſeen him to be a ſuit- 
able Saviour for you. You have ſeen alſo your own 
emptineſs of every thing that is good. O then, travel 
much between your ./ emptineſs and the fuldeſs that 
5 in Chriſt. Make this your continual tread; while 


djtation, This is a duty, in which, thro' the bleſſing of 
i Wl God, you may enjoy much of God' s favour aud friend · 
No ip; yea, much communion and fellowſhip with bim, 
ach, W when you are employed about your lawful buſineſs. 
MW Dvell much in your thoughts upon the love of Chriſt. 
. D. —0 with what holy confidence may ye converſe with 
God in Chriſt ; the glorious meeting-place whiye God 
aud man meets together. Chriſt is our way 7 
and God's way to us. Glory to him for this wa 
acceſs: it is the way, Sirs, that brings glory . 


"yy 


race 

hin I ye are abſent from him. O ſtady much the duty of me- 
bs 

co 


and ſal vation to ſinners. Ec. _ 


acquaintance yon have with him, ye will be the leſs * 
fraid to go to him. I think it is one of the gen 
reaſons, why ſo many are afraid to meet with God at 
death, becauſe of the great eſtrangement that is be- 
tween God and their ſouls. O but it is good to draw near 
to God, and look for his coming to them: to them 


fund watching when his Lor#cometh. 
I know not well what to ſay'to ſome of you: 1 far 


quity, If you get a duty performed, I am afraid you 


God, and to enjoy him for ever. | You cannot ive 
comfortably without him s ſeek his glory inthe World. 
por 0 do not * your OM and your _—_ * 


— F*y 
= = 
« * 
* 
* 


Dear friends, acquaint making with the Lord of - 
the land that is above; that land of glory: the more 


jou are yet in the gall of bitterneſs, and bond of i ini- 


never queſtioned whether you met with Chriſt in the. 
duty or not. O remember your chief end is to glogify = 


that look for him, he will appear, and his appearance 
to them will be joyful. Blaſed is that ſervant that is. | 


by 


4 


A love of Chriſt: the more you think upon him, t. 
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filiog the luſts of the fleſh, leſt when you come to ol 
age, or a death - bed, and would fain have Chriſt, thai 
God bid you go to the gods auhom you have ſerved, aul 
let them deliver you. I cried, and they would not hear 
and it came to paſs, uben they cried I would not hen 
faith the Lord of Hoſts. O then, flee ſpeedily to Chow 
ſtudy to get-in under the covert of his blood and ri 
- teouſne(s, there ſhall you live ſafely, and die Gena 
Take him for your guide through the wilderneſs ; an 
ſay of him, This is our Cad, and be will be our gui 
even unto.death, And that the Lord may enable 
to lay ſo, by the faith of his own n is th 
deſire of «54 dying friend, ».\Wrac 
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ge dr. lines cunvan, i abe, 


AMES, I received your letter: I wiſh the Lo 
who ſeeth in ſecret, may reward” you your kind 
deſs to a priſoner, —You complain, I underſtand, of 
wandering heart : I have reaſon to complain of that 
Well as you have. It is your duty and mine both, t 

make much uſe of Chriſt, who is made of God unto i I. 
_. wiſdom, righteouſneſs, ſandiification, and complete 1 
.demption. Dwell much in your thoughts upon ty 


Ira: 


catl 


More glory and excellency you will ſee in him; the mo 
jou contemplate on him, dy faith, you will fee th 
more beauty in him. James, I am ſure the mo 
beauty you ſee in glorious Chriſt, you will ſee the Ie 
beauty in time's things that your heart runs out afte 
I woyld earneſtly recommend this duty of ſpiritual me 
N 0 you, I know, that without Chriſt we! 


De 


g¹ 
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Jo nothing: all duties are taſteleſs when Chriſt is not 
ound in them. I think, through the Lord's bleſſing, 
have found ſo much ſweet communion and fellows 
np with a God in Chriſt, that I have often thought 
rar would recommend it to others, as far as my word or 
ite would go. In the exerciſe of this duty, you 
ig ray enjoy much of God when you are employed about 
our law ful calling. 

James, you ſee it hath pleaſed the Lord to ſingle 
e out for long affliction. It is my deſire alſo, that 

e would ſome how make me uſeful for his own glory 
u the world, Let that be your deſire at a throne of 
race alſo,—Upon Sabbath laſt I was very bad; but I 
m a little better theſe two days again, 1 long much 
or that blaſt that will blow me to the harbour of reſt, 
yhere the wicked ceaſe from troubling, and the weary be 
t ret, I am very unable to ſpeak unto you; the 
ords of affliftion doth hold me fo faſt I know that 


THE 


ely 


Nas glorified himſelf in the trial of faith r 
Ind ſerved the purpoſes of his own glory e: he 
es all things well, Let me have your ſympathy at 
on he throne of grace, for grace to glorifg God in the 
* veg No e but rely, your "I friend, ill 
We = "4 | INS vi 5 ag 1 


nat 5 
th. 1 OT | MARION LAIRD. 


nt0 Nov. gth, 1761 


fe 7 | | * 
rr n un. 
mor To Mrs. bas ron, in Lillies- leaf. 5 


Dear 4 loving Siſter, 3 


RECEIVED Jour letter, of Which Iv was vary 
glad. I intend a little more converſe with you 
en paper. I wiſh you and I may be enabled to imi- 


= F*- our * Lord Jos, who ſought not * on, 


e Lord will keep me no longer in the furnace thau he 


3 
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tut his Father's glory. I think it is the hardeſt piece 
in religion to be denied to ourſelves : this woful felf 
aſpires to robe our glorious King Jeſus of his erown 
© and royal prerogative; but let him wear the crown, in 
ſpite of enemies within and without us; and let him 
tread and trample upon us as ſeemeth him good, pe 
vided he glorifies himſelf, 

I have been often ſorry to hear of your aMiRions; 
yet I was glad you viewed the hand of God in them. 
I-much queſtion if we can get good in any trial, ill 
we ſee God's hand in it. Affſictions are the means 
God makes uſe. of to ſquize the ſap out of created en- 
joyments; yet, I am of opinion, that a view of our 
glorious Lord Jeſus, in his beauty and matchleſs ex- 
cellency, will more darken the beauty of time things, 
than any afflition.—If I could comfort you with theſe 
con ſolations wherewith the Lord has comforted my ſoul 
in my afflictions, I would gladly do it. He has ſome- 
times comforted my ſoul with theſe words, I will dwell 
in the midſt of a poor and an afflifted people, and 1 
Hall truſt in the name of the Lord. O but theſe wo 
have been ſweet to my taſte; for I am as poor in — 
ſelf, as any poflibly can be. O bat a poor ſinner and 
rich Saviour is well met. I think much of our life 
ſhould be ſpent in travelling betwixt his fulneſs* and 
our own emptineſs: It hath pleaſed the Father that in 
him all Fulneſs ſhould dwell. Glory to him it is a com- 
municative fulneſs; he giveth liberally according to 
the ſtate of ſuch a King. I'am aſhamed of my narrov 
thoughts of Chriſt and his love: T ought to have hat 
viſed more liberally of Chriſt, and his liberality. 
never conceived there was fo much of Chriſt, and bi 
ſweet love to be found on this ſide heaven, as I have 
found in him within this half year, Our kind Lord 
doth not ſuſpend all our joy till we come to the joy 
27 2 end. 

Loud deſired \my fympathy'; 10 ſuch av it ho $0 
have not wanted it, ſince the Lord was n kay 
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adorable ſovereignty, to reveal his purpoſes of love to 
me concerning your ſon. I long to fee the promiſe 
accompliſhed concerning him: it is your duty and mine 
to plead for it, and to wait: upon a promiſing God, 
who will, in due time, be a performing God. I deſire 
of you to let me know what your ſon is doing, and to 
tell him to mind what I ſpoke to him. I deſire to 
commit him to the glorious advocate with the Father, 
ho is able to make him perfect: Dear ſiſter, I defire 
you to help a divour to pay the debt of praiſe; to our 
lovely, ſweet. Lord Jeſus. — No more, but reſts your 
loving friend, and ſoul's well-wiſher,, - — 
GREENOCK, MARION LAIRD. 
Bes l e e 


ir ow 
10 Mr. J— G- 6. 
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8 5 36 10s e e Mie; e gee: Aud 
| AM afraid, in eſſaying to anſwer your requeſt, 
that I but darken counſel with words without 


knowledge, to ſpeak of our fair and lovely Prince Jeſus, 


whoſe love far furpaſſes either my thoughts or words. 
His love ſometimes filleth me with wonder, until Lal- 
moſt loſe myſelf in this ſweet ocean, where can find 
neither brim not bottom. There are three things ia 
the love of Chriſt which has ſometimes afforded me 
matter of meditation, There is the rength of his love: 
mountains of difficulties could not hinder it. There 
is the freene/s of his love; He loves freely, There is 
alſo the fveetne/s of his love: His love is better than 
life, I have cavſe to ſpeak it to his praiſe, if I could; 
he has been pleaſed to bring me into communien and 
iellowſhip with himſelf; and, by his word and Spirit, 
converſed with my ſpirit, as a man doth with his friend. 
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of 
uU in ! 


cup, he hath given me to drink, with patience and ks 


would help me to love and praiſe him: he is worthy 
of all our love. But I muſt break off for I am not able 


When he goes away again, he leaves ſuch a want be⸗ 
hind him, in my ſoul, that nothing can fill it up; and 
ſuch a flame of deſire, which makes me often to-cry, 
0 that \time would flee away ! O that eternity would 


- Sometimes upon the back of the foreſaid exerciſe, | 


when get any {leep, I am ſore terrified with dreams 


and apprehenſions of the enemy, in inviſible. ſhapes, 
that it is owing to the. power of God, that keeps me 
in my right judgment. Ar other times my heart is 
filled with "rs vile abominable thoughts, that one 
would think they could not be imagined, they are ſo 
vile: they fill me with ſelf- abhorre in, the ſight of ] 
a holy God, and make me jealous of the love of. God, 
whether it was himſelf I ſaw, or an idol I took for him, te 
But if I be beguiled, it is a ſweet beguile; I could WP” 
go to death and the grave with it. When I enter into 0 
the court of conſcience to examine myſelf, I think this 
enemy, ſubtile ſelf, is more diſhonouring than any of M/® 
the reſt : for it aſpires to no leſs than to wear the crown W's 


and royal prerogative of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt. thc 
Sir, you will pleaſe to remember me at a throne of 10 
˖ 


graces and plead that the Lord may take glory to him- 
f out of me a priſoner, ,and enable me to drink the apo 


reſignation to his holy will, which is always beſt fot 
me. My faith and patience are both upon the trial; 

but patience muſt have her Perfect work: long much 
tor the Bridegroom's coming: he ſometimes ſweetly 
appears in that word, Lift up your heads, for the. day 
of your redemption draweth nigh, The thoughts of his 
coming revives my heart, O what will it be to be for 
ever with the Lord; when but a blink of him in his 
own word, is fo exceeding ſweet !—Sir, I defire you 


to ſpeak. Sir, you will be ſo good as remember mt 
to thoſe you ſpoke of in your letter: and I deſire 300 
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would favour me with writting again. No more at 
preſent, but reſt your friend, e pr 


GREENOGCK, MARION LAIRD. 
May 4th, 1763. 5 4 | 


ef e e Wits OY ge 
To Mrs. GLen, in Glaſgow, 


Dear and hving Sifter, and companion in affliftion, 
| HAVE heard, by Mr, Gray, of the continuance 
of your trouble, You are, not alone in your afflic- 
tion ; you have the ſympathy of your glorious High- 
prieſt, in your . trouble: and, if you ſuffer with him, 
you ſhall alſo reign with him, The more your fufferings 
are here, they will reader you more conformable to 
jour glorious Head, who was a man of ſorrows, and 
acquainted with grief. My greateſt difficulty is vain 
thoughts : they are ſometimes ſuddenly darted in upon 
my mind, although no more welcome than fire into a 
houſe. I have been thinking upon that ſaying of the 
apoſtle's, For me to live is Chriſt, and to die is gain. I 
think it no wonder the apoſtle called death gain : it 
hath been ground of ſweet meditation to me to think 
that death will be gain to me, and all others, who be- 


ere in Chriſt; Death will let us go to the full enjoy - 


ment of Jehovah and the Lamb; our light, our life, 
our joy; where we ſhall drink of the rivers of pleaſures 
that run from beneath the throne of the Lamb: there 
louds will no more cover from the face of our glorious 
dun; no more fear of diſhonouring him, The deceite - 
ulneſs of my heart keeps me often in fear; but there. - 
ove will be perfected, and caſt out fear: there we Jha. 
orget our poverty, and remember our .' miſery no more 
here Cod ill be our everlaſting light, and our Cad aur 
ory, The views of this fair and fragrant land of 


Rulrctous LET runs 
es me often cry out, Why tarries his dhiarior 
0 — Why is my Lord ſo Jong 4-coming.. There 
will be no more love- ſickneſs, no more pain, for want 
of poſſeſſion: there the ſon! wil wi * with) the 
{weet and lovely Jeſus, 
wonder why ye do not write to me. > ho ant 
the Lord give much countenance to this duty; whik 
TI muſed, the fire burned, and kindled in my foul 2 
ſweeter ſenſe of his love than I could either ſpeak ot 
write: If ye cannot commend Chriſt from a ſenſe of 
his love upon your ſoul; commend him for himſelf, 
his ſweetneſs and beauty. That the conſolations of 
the Holy Ghoſt may be multiplied unto you, is the 
© defire-of your ſiſtet, | 4 


mi. 


GREEBNOCK,? 1 1 
May 8th, 1763. ey | 
P. S. I can make uſe of no ſpirits ; the weakeſt of 

ale and tea is the moſt of my cordials. I am in 


a very weak condition, and unable to (| peak nod. 
my ſtomach 1 is ſo Pained by it, 


ir n N 
To Mrs, GLEN, in er 


e and loving Siſter, 


1 AM ſorry to hear of your complaints. You may 
take your own Lord's word for it, that where be | 
has paid a viſit, he will pay it again: be has ſaid, 1 

will ſee you again, and your heart ſhall rejoice ; and su my t 
Joy no man ſhall take from you. I am afraid you aebi 
ſetting the houſe of Saul againſt the houſe of David 
in bearing falſe witneſs againſt the Spirit of God in you 
own ſoul; for which cauſe he ſometimes leaves his ow 
people to go mourning without the ſur. O be aware ol od 
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wounding your Lord by your unbelief. Whatever be 
wrong with you, all is right with him ; he comes and 
he goes ſovereignly : but, within a little, your glort 
ous Sun will ariſe, and diſpel all clouds; and then the 
days of your nemerning ball be ndl. oy 

You are deſirous to know the nature of my trouble: 
but not to be tedious in writing, I ſent you a little ac · 
count of it wich Mes. Yeats. - Let that ſuſſice you, 
which has often ſufficed me, it is of the Lord, I have 
been made to view my trouble this way: it is the trial 
of faith and patience. If the Lord ſhall aſſiſt, I will 
give ſome reaſons for it. | | | 

The Lord did not bring this rod ſuddenly, not un- 
expected 3 I had ſome impreſſions of a trial, now and 
ea, three or four years before I took my trouble. 
D. The firſt thoughts of the trial aroſe from the mani- 
ſeſtatlous of glorious Chriſt, being far above whatever 
f had experienced before, eſperiully in public ordinan- 
of ces, and in the duty of meditation. Sabbath days were 
in N exceeding refreſhful the Lord enabled Mr. Cock to 
ch, WW peak ſo to my taſe that I thought there was ſearce any 
bought in my heart, through the week, but were laid 

open on the Sabbath. The garments of our glorious 

Bridegroom ſmelled of myrrh and caſſia, in bis own 

ordinances, whereby I was made glad, and longed. 
much for time flying away, that I might get an eternal 
dabbath in the enjoyment of my Lord within the vail; 
Sometimes in that duty of meditation, when employed 
about my lawful 2 it pleaſed our glorious Lor 
Jeſus, to diſcover himſelf in his marchlefs beauty an 
glorious excellency: his glory darkened all created 
glories to me, being ſtill more and more impreſſed with 
my trial, I often opened my mouth to the Lord to 
bis purpoſe, If he would keep my iatereſt in himſelf 
lear, and keep me about his owh hand, and give me 
is preſence, - 1 reſolved, in his ſtrength; to be ſubmif- 
Ive to any trial he faw meet for his own glory. 1 
bought that the faith of av intereſt in him, and the 


— 
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edjoyment of his preſence, would be a good ſupper 
under any trial: and, I think, I have not been bepuil. 
ed in this. I have often thought, he was an unworthy 
wretch, that would not deſire to be content with gle. 
rious Chriſt, with the want of all things. I have fei. 
ſon to ſay to his praiſe he has granted me my requeſt, 
in a great meaſure. *- * „ 2008 
It never entered into my heart to think there wer 
ſo much of Chriſt, and his ſweet love, to be found 
this ſide of heaven, as I have experienced ſince. my 
trouble began. Sometime before my trouble tho 
ſcriptures had ſomething of a conſtant impreſſion upon 
my fpirit; Prepare to meet thy Cod, O Iſrael; With 
theſe words, Put of thine ornaments, that I may kno 
what to do unto thee : and alſo theſe, The Lord, uon 
ye ſeek, will ſuddenly come; even the meſſenger of the ci. 
verant, whom ye delight in. From theſe words I ſome 
times thought, that it might be ſo, that my diſſoluti: 
on was near, which I greatly deſired : for I thought 
then death was no more to me, but to throw nylell 
into the arms of glorious Chriſt, and an eternal enjoy: 
ment of him. Notwithſtanding of all this, after 
J was put into the furnace, and met with ſeveral dit- 
appointments, as the furnace trieth metals, and mak 
eth the drofs to appear, O what unmortified corruption 
did then appear? I found it then a hard matter to 
be content with the want of Chriſt; nothing leſs wol 
ſatisfy me but the full enjoyment of him. I foundit 
a hard thing to be denied to ſelf, my will roſe ſo vp 
ig rebellion againſt the will of God. I provoked bin 
to pour in upon my ſoul ſuch a ſenſe of his wrath, that 
I thought all that could be indured, this ſide of time; 
was nothing in compariſon of enduring the ſeuſe o 
that wrath of his diſpleaſure for a few minutes; Which 
brought to my mind a ſaying of Mr. Cock's, Tha 
« the Lord would not caſt a believer into hell; bat, 
for his fm he may caſt a ſpark of hell into his foul. 
It pleaſed the Lord to ſhorten that ſhock of bi 


. 
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wrath, and to make a new intimation of pardon, ſay- 
ing unto me, I am paciſied toward thee, for all that thou. 
haſt done. For ſometime I was ſet a wondering at the 
love of God in ſubſtituting his own Son in my law- 
room and ſtead, to bear that load of wrath, that the. 
honourable egreſs of, mercy, through him, might veat, 
to me the chief of ſinners. This, was often my requeſt, 
to God, O that he would give me that heavenly wiſ- 

dom to know the voice of the rod! O that he would 
ſhew me why he contended with me !—I was often a- 

fraid there was ſome fin unknown to myſelf, for which 
| he contended, At one time it pleaſed the Lord to bear 
PW theſe two texts of ſcripture, with power, upon my 

ſpirit, John ix. 3. 1 Peter i. 7. From theſe texts of. 
ſcripture I ſaw the Lord's. deſign was to manifeſt- his 
"wn works, and the trial of faith and patience, At 
ſt view of this, viewing it to be a long rod, I ſaid, 

) how will I win to the end of it? Wheieupon it was 
mmediately impreſſed on my mind, that our Lord ſeat 
done awarefare on his own charges; and, he ſaid unto 
ne, My grace ſball be ſufficient for thee, and my ftrength- 
erfeied in thy weakneſs. I thought that was enough 
o get ſtrength proportioned to the trial, —Thelſe are a 
ew iaſtances of the Lord's way with me. I wiſh he 


4 


= nay bleſs to you what is his own, and pardon what is, 
priotl m f Id Gr 1d fav ith itt] 

er ne. I dente you, Would LIAavour, me With writ ing, 
vould hat is the ground of your diſcouragement. I ſhould: 


ave wrote to Mr, Gray; but ſecing I have wrote to 
you, I deſire you would. acquaint him of this, x 

I thought of writting no more at preſent ; but, by 
Wvice of my writer leaving the lice open, for afeq; days: 
on July 2d, as I was viewing yours, I ſaw two requeſts 
lot ſpoke to. You aſk me how I am ſupplyed as to 
ly body? I had ſome reluctancy to anſwer this; but 
heſe words came to my wind, Him that cenfeſſeth me 
fore men, him will I confeſs before my Father alſo ; with 
remarkable inſtance of the Lord's condeſcendency, 


E the ſweeteſt of it all. I thought, O what can they 
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which you way take for an anfwer with many: &. 
thers. At one time, being in need for refreſdmedt, ! 
turned my eyes towards the Lord, in the faith of this 
that he had the hearts of all men in his hand, aud could 
turn them to fupply a priſoner. While I was thu 
employed, the mercy came which I deſired, which fill 
ed me with wonder at the condefcendency of the Lord. 
While I was thus admiring the Lord's goodneſs, then 
theſe words came to my mind with much refreſhing, 
Dur heavenly Father knoweth that ye have need of th. 
things before ye aft them. That word, my Father, wa 


ke. | 


want that have him for their Father? Sure I am, they 
will want nothing that is for their good. In this cht 
Lord was to me both the hearer of prayer and the t- 
ſwerer of it. Through the moſt part of the fore · mes. 
tioned day, the Lord was pleaſed to bring me near w 
himſelf,” and filled my mouth with arguments. The 
matchlefs excellency, and glorious deauty that ſhined 
in the face of our glorious Emmanuel, raviſhed m 
foul, and pained my heart, through want of full"pot- 
ſeffion. —There is in his bleſſed face a keene 
beauty. 

As Tam enabled I deſire to ſympathize with your 
heavy complaints before the throne z and alſo beg yours 
on my — and that the Lord may recommend him- 
ſelf to you, is the deſire of your ſincere FRY and 0 
quaintance in our Emmanuel, 


GERN OK. | MARION LAIRD 
| June 30. 1763. | 
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kr Dear Friend, — 

hen HE, confolations of the Holy Ghoſt-be mnlti- 
Ins, plied unto you, throogh our Lord Jeſus Chriſt. 


hy. Sir, your letter, dated the ſecond of June, was very. 
wa i refreſbing to me; it brought to my mind an old ex- 
ey perience of the Lord's loviog- xindneſs to me: He bring- 
bey eth thing: neu and old aut of big treafures, In the year 
Hl 1742, when he firſt brought me from wader the ſpirit 
at: of bondage, he made me, for ſome days, to walk in 
den · the light of his equntenance, which: was my light, wy 
x to life, my joy, my ſtrength. My fout was deſighted with 
The bis beauty; and I began to thiok that I would never 
ined doubt * his ſpve more. I thonght my ſplritval ene · 
bu mics were alt dend: but whenever the clouds bogan to 
pol cover the face of n glarigus San, then darkneſs and 
ating deadneſs pre vanled toni ws afraid all was bot the 
jt. I feared that I had 
fin; I was great- 
Four, ly diſtreſſed, Thus the rouring non hel often ſug 
him geſted, it was belt 1 end tq my miſcrabſe life. 

2% One morning when 1 thought 1 was. near the brigk of 
deſpair, the Lord faid' une me, Fear net, I have the 
keys of hell and'sf death. Glory, glory to him, that he 
never ſuffered me to be Huy above what he ene 
me to bear. 

Sir, your laſt letter was very feafonadle to me. That 
ſeafon ſpoken of giving ghry ts God by believing, 
ſpected me in particular, when a crofs proyidence fe is | 
to ſtand ifi the way of the accompliſhaient of the pro- 
miſe ; it is a part of my exerciſe to wait for the accom- , 
pliſhment of the promiſe. At the beginning of my 
trouble, the Lord gave me a falr ſight of the Sa 
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land, by faith, which made my ſoul long to eat of the 


tree of life, which is in the midſt of the paradiſe of 


God, and to drink of the river that runs from beneath 
the throne of God and of the Lamb. Oh ! how doth 
my ſoul long for the embracements of him ! His love js 
better than wine : his mouth is moſt ſweet ; yea, he i 
altagether lovely. O that my ſoul were a throne-where 
he might dwell for ever; and my heart a temple for 
glorifying of him. Angels and ſaints, praiſe ye him, 
Sir, what you ſay is your diſtreſſed cafe, I think l 
has been ſometimes mine : I know it is ver diſtreſſiog; fy 
and what made it very bitter to me was, It was upon 
the back of the ſweeteſt manifeſtations and intimations 
of the love of God, which made me wonder at his loye, 
and the e eamity of my own heart: then I found that 
woſul rival, pride, aſpiring to wear my Lord's crown, 


time: I wonld often be made to cry, Let him reign ; let 
King Jeſus wear the crown andthe throne of myheart for 
ever: but ere ever I was aware, 1 found pride ſpring» 
ing out of that, exerciſe, —At other times, vile thoughts 
were darted into my heart, altho? they were no more, 
welcome than fire-balls into a houſe; which made me. 
inſtantly cry unto. the Lord, that he would keep my 
heart, and give me Ga-fubduin grace, —Thus I haue 
been toſſed. like the locuſt, ye the wiſdom of. God is. 


forget the promiſes; leſt they forget what he is to, do 


for them. 


Dear Sir, the Lord has given you Chriſt to hate fo 
in yourſelf, and yourſelf for your ſin; this is ſome pledges 
of the victory: altho' Gad a troop overcometh, he 
overcome at the laſt. I am afraid of ſecurity. . God 
Rutherfoord faith, . That a raging devil is better 1 


ing to Mrs, Glen. In the morning it pleaſed the Lord 


and royal prerogative, which diſtreſſed me ſore for ſome. 


to be ſeen in all this, who has ſaid, Slay them, but 1 
all, oft my people forget ; left they forget their prayers, 


*« a ſleeping one,” I had not ſuch a refreſhing time, | 
' fince one of the days I was in meditation about writ: 


RE LIGI ous LETTERS 167 


to give me a new meal upon an old viſit, Through 


the whole of that day he allowed me near acceſs to 


himſelf, as a man with his friend, except when I was 


vening he diſcovered more of his/raviſhing beauty, that 
ſhined in the face of our glorious Emmanuel; which 
glory overſet my weak body for ſome time: I was nei- 
ther able to move nor to ſpeak, While it was fo, theſe 
words were ſweet ground of meditation, When Chrift 


interrupted by perſons of gn But about the e- 


ſhall appear, he ſball change our vile bodies, and faſhion - 


them like unto his own glorious body. The faith of this 
change, and the neceſſity I found of it, of its being 


made a ſpiritually ſtrong and powerful body, to bear 


that weight of glory; were there but a little of it let 
out, it would ſoon overwhelm. our created faculties. 
In the mean time I was a little afraid of a new trial, 
fearing the deceitfulneſs of my own heart, and the e- 


nemy without made me look to himſelf to keep me from 


in. Let him do with me what ſeemeth him good, 
The ſame night I was ſore diſtreſſed with trouble on 
my body, but enjoyed a ſweet ſenſe of his love upon. 
my foul, It had ſome ſweet impreſſion on my ſoul will 
that day eight days. NE $565"; 


„ # 


Sir, I defire you to help me, a divour, to pay the, 


debt of praiſe to ſo kind a Lord : requeſt the Lord for 


me, that he may take glory to himſelf out | of a pri % 


ner. Favour me with writting again, Remember me 


to Mrs. Glen. No more at preſent, but reſts your 


loving friend, | | 
GxEENOCK,) NMARION LAIRD, 
Aug. 30. 1763. "+ 255/22: 
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To Mr. ]J—-s G—, in Gag. 

Dear Friend, 3 LETTING. 
1 RECELVED, Sir, what you ſent alongſt with 
your fon, I deſite to bleſs the Lord for your 
kindneſs to me, who am leſs than the leaſt of God's 
mercies. What am I what is my father's houſe, that 
any ſhonld take notice of me? I had ſome thought 
not to have wrote to you till you had written more 
particularly to me: but I am fo indebted to the free 
and ſovereigu grace of God, I have cauſe, if I could, 
to proclaim my Lord's praiſes, and to ſpend my ſhott 
pit of time to his glory. We are all on the wing fot 


eternity; time is but a ſhadow. © O the inconceivable” 


joy of being with Jehovah and the Lamb! O the ex- 
cellency of the knowledge of Chriſt Jeſus, that is to 
be found this ſide of time. The Lord has been ſhak- 
ing this clay houſe near theſe ſix years, which ſpeaks 
forth its diſſolution: but he will boild it again, and 
faſhion it like unto his glorious body. It has been 


brought very low ſince the laſt time I wrote to you; 


my trouble was ſo great I found a dbeceſſity of diviue 
ſupport to bear it. The Lord, who has hitherto help- 


that the rod was in the hand of a loving Father; aud 
that there was no affliction in my cup, but what was 
for his own glory and my good, The trouble had 
ſogge effects which it had not formerly, that did a lit- 
tare me with the thoughts of preſent death, at 
which I was very glad; but I deſired to be all fub 
miſſion to the will of the Lord, whatever pleaſed him. 


Sometimes my will did ſweetly acquieſce in the will of 
God; but ere cver I was aware, I would have had my 
own will again, which kept me in a conflict. 


V1 


our 
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+ WH trouble roſe to ſuch a height, that beholders thought 
f had ſept into eternity. I did not know but it might 
f have been ſo; in the meantime, I found a great ſenſe 
N of the Lord's abſence, which put me to a little ſtand, 

; If I have not miſapplied his faithful word, he will give 
ne a joyful paſſage into the land of glory. I commit- 
ted my ſpirit to him who is able to keep it. For ſome 
time thereafter, I cannot tell you where my ſpirit was, 
whether it was up or down: after a little recovery, I 
heard one prayiog z and after. prayer was aver, he ſaid, 
Amongſt the many all things the Lord has done for you, 
he will make this work for your good allo, LI ſaid, I 
am ſhipwrecked back again, O the aſtoniſhing con- 
deſcendency of our Lord, who ſaid unto me, #; 

Lord be glorified, and be will appear to your Joy. 
thought it was as if be bad ſaid on the matter, Let me 
glorify my ſtrength io your weakneſs ; let me glorify 
ny wiſdom and truth, and I will appear to your joy. 
[t is well. 1 

Sir, it is not our Lord's kind way to give a fair fight 
ff heaven and glery, and to break the heart with the 
ant of it. Glory to him, the more he gives of the 
arneſt of the inheritance, it doth not diminiſh the full 
poſſeſſion. Sir, I defire to bleſs the Lord for his good- 
jeſs to your ſoul: a fight of the fair and amiable coun- 
enance of our Lord Jeſus will make glad in the ſadeſt 
pf times. Sir, the day is a-coming, when you will 
get another ſight of all your trials. I think, if my. 
rength would allow me, and it were not tedious to 
by writer, I would tell you from ſweet experience, 
hat the trials that were molt croſs to my nature, was 
for me, I defire to bleſs the Lord, he did not 
ire me my will; and his own wiſdom has ſhined moſt 
ight in them to me, in ordering them for his own n 
ory and my good: The proſperity of fools deſtroys them. 
Sir, favour me with writting again as ſoon as poſſi- 
ie, Send me word. how Mrs. Glen is. Let me have 
our ſympathy at the throne of grace, O help me to 

8 


.. +» © hath ſaid concerning her, I have loved her with an ever- 
. afting love: TI will cleanſe the blood that hath not bem 
pet cleanſed, It is for the honour of our glorious King 


[ 
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love and to praiſe the Lord. I wonder I can love hin Ml £ 

folittle: he is worthy of all our love. No more ut : 

4 preſent; ; but reſts your loving friend, | 0 

Gizzetnock, MARION LAIRD, : 
ns 11th, 1763. | 

G 


L E 1 T © $5 XIV. 
To Mr. A r, i in Glaſgow, 


| Dear and loving Friend, 


O NE part of your letter was to me very glad td 

ings; the other part was very fad tidings : but, 

O what think ye of the wonderful condeſcendency ofM..- 
God, who made the ſaddeſt tidings in it, to have the \ 
{ weeteſt effect to me. Extoll the Lord with me, ani 
let us exalt his name together. Sir, T am afraid to ſpeak 
what 1 intend to you, leſt I darken counſel by word HI, 
without knowledge. He who hath ſaid, I will 8 enquir- 
ed ꝙ by the houſe of Iſrael, he loves to have ſupplicants 
about his throne; and none are at a loſs by having 
many errands there. He allowed me near acceſs to 
bimfalf ; in behalf of your daughter: I think the Lord... 


Jeſus to paſs over a tranſgreſſion. Behold what ua 
parallelled love this is: if we would have a parallel to 
it, we muſt leave the earth and go to heaven. 4s ihe 
Father hath loved me, ſo have I loved you ; continue yt 
in my love. Sir, T once thought to conceal the Lord's 
loving-kindoeſs from you, till thoſe words were borne 
in upon me, Comfort ye my people ; go tell my difeiplts, 
and Peter: as it our Lord had faid, Go tell my diſci 
ples, and poor broken-hearted Peter, I am riſing ia. 
| deed: it will be glad news to him. In thoſe wor! 
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got a wonderful view of your kind Lord's ſympathy. 
with you in your. trouble, which filled me for ſome 
time with wonder; | whereupon I deſired all the hoſts. 
of heaven to praiſe him, and my own ſoul alſo, though 


D I know not how to perform ſuch an exerciſe, — I re- 
' WI maio your ſincere friend, 


GREENOCK, | MARION LAIRD. 
Dec. 15, 1763. Vs 


L E T LR OIV 
To Mr. J—s Gx, in Glaſgow, 1 15 | 


but, WW Dear and loving Brother in our Lord Jeſus, k | * 
y ba 7 HA T induces me, Sir, at preſent to write to. 
— you, is the glory and honour of God, who hath 


done fo great things for ſo vile a creature, O that ye 
peak may be excited to praiſe and thankfulneſs to him for 
his loving-kindneſs. I have been taking a view of the 
Lord's way with me through this wilderneſs journey: 
his ways with me has been very wonderful; for the 
moſt part of my life has been a life of troubles, either 
* award or outward. I deſire to bleſs the Lord it has 
Loivheen ſo : when I thought he dealt hardeſt witt”me, I 1 
e now he was doing me moſt good. —Sir, I intend, 
b ben the Lord will, to remark unto you ſome of the acts 
King b his loving-kindneſs. O that I could ſo record them, 
that God might get all the glory, and others be com- 
he orted. The firſt inſtance of his loving-kindneſs, ſo 
As ker as 1 remember, was in the year 1740. I was then 
J vell pleaſed with my own condition, that I thought 
Lordi there was three that would go to heaven, I would 
boreW one of them. I was induced, by the example of o- 
ters, to perform duties, although from no higher 
; WF inciple than ſelf, and to obtain falyation by the works 
Wt the law. In the foreſaid year, it pleaſed the Lord 
#4 an, f þ W 2 : a | "EY 
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by his Spirit, on the firſt Sabbath of April, to ſet home, 
by the fooliſhneſs of preaching, the ſpirituality of the 
holy law; thereby fin revived, and I died. Then! 
began to conſider, for what end I came into the world; 

and faw that it was to glorify God. I thought 1 had 
wholly loſt that noble end. I ſaw I had ſpent my 
fourteen years without any view of the glory of God, 
I viewed myſelf juſt like a malefactor under the ſentence 
of death, only I knew not the day of my execution, 
I thought there was nothing betwixt me and the bot- 
tomleſs pit, but the brittle thread of natural life, which 
could ſoon be cut aſunder at God's command. 
While I thus ſtood trembling at mount Sinai, con- 
dertiped by God, and condemned by my own conſci. 
enc& waiting for my ſentence coming forth, it pleaſed 
the Lord to bring me to mount Zion, and to ſhew me 
. the. glory of his grace in Chrift Jeſus, and to fill my 
foul with joy, peace, and believing. O how ſweet 
then was theſe words to my foul, The law of the Spirit 
of life, that is in Chriſt Jeſus, hath made me free from 
the law of fin and death. 

So fooliſh was I, that I thought all difficulties had 
been over: 1 thought I would never doubt of the love 
of God any more; but, Oh! alas! whenever clouds 
began to cover the face of my glorious Sun, and my 
ſpiritual enemies began to rage, I concluded my laſt 
ſtate to be worſe than the firſt. Then the enemy be- 
gan to aſſault me, that I had committed the unpardon- 
able fin, whereby I was greatly diſtreſſed Again, the 
enemy ſuggeſted to me, that it was beſt to put an end 
to my miſerable life; which temptation was of long 
continuance, This was in the latter end of the yea! 
1744. : it continued now and then till the year 1757 

I never ſaw ſo much of the wiſdom of God, the 
faithfulneſs and the power of God in any trial, as 
this.—The wiſdom of God ſhined in it, firſt in c 
tering the pleaſures of time by it. Youth is a.leal 
our corruptions have much. need to be borne N 


e. 
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ne, WY this ſent me many errands to the throne of grace.— 
the His VaitHfulneſt ſhined alſo in it, in not ſuffering me 
u WW to be tempted above what he made me able to bear.— 
d; His power alſo in upholding me: when my foot was 
had near to ſlip, his mercy held me ub. The enemy made 
my Wl often uſe of the ſaying of the unjuſt jugde to the wo- 
od, man, I will avenge her of her adverſaries, left by her 
nce Wl continual coming ſhe weary me. The enemy often ſaid, 


on, Wl by bis cootinual tempting, he would weary me out it 
dot: laſt; and the longer I continued a profeſſor of religion, 


uch 1 would diſkonour God. the more. This made me ſay 
ſometimes, Woes me that ever I was a profeſſor of re- 

on- ligion ; for it was the fear of diſhonouring God, and 

iel. the fear of wounding the ſpirits of his people, that had 

aſed weight with me when no other thing had it. 

me One time when 1 was in this diſtreſs, it pleaſed God 


my WW to lay open to me our Lord's temptations, where he 


weet was tempted to deny his Sonſhip, to ſelf- murder, and 


pirit I to devil-worſhip; with theſe words, F theſe things 


from Wl were done in the green tree, uhat ſhall be done in the 
dry; with, Conſider him leaſt ye be weary and faint in 
had your minds. O how. ſweet a view was this to me; that 
love ] had a tempted Lord to come unto, who knows well 


ouds WM h;w to ſuccour them that are tempted. When the ene- 


Ii my came to our Lord he found none ot his ſtuff i in 


aſt him; but there is much of it in me, which made may 


7 be- fear. I muſt obſerve to the praiſe of the Lord, in this 
don · I diſtreſs I had often near acceſs to God in prayer: but 
, the] the enemy had almoſt frightened me from the place 
end where I ſometimes uſed to go to that duty; 


Jong One Sabbath-day I was much deſerted : Mr. Cock 


year had this obſervation in his ſermon, * For the fins of 
* God's people great eſtrangement took place between 
* him and their ſouls : they become as ſtrangers one 
„with another.” This was a weighty ſaying to 
me; for I found a great ſenſe of abſence, and feared 


it might be of long continuance. I thought, through 
grace, I would rather have any trial with Chriſt, than 


— 


\ 
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A world without him: but ere I was aware, the Lord 
ſurprized me with a love-viſit. I came home from bis 


ordinance rejoicing, and went to the place I was afraid 
to go to before, to offer to the Lord. the ſacrifice of 


thankſgiving. It pleaſed the Lord, in his wonderful“ 
love and condeſcendency, to double the viſion of his 
glory which I ſaw before in his own ordinance : he al- 


lowed me much communion and fellowſhip with him- 
ſelf. I ſaw ſo much of the Lord in that place, that 1 
would not have been afraid of a hell of devils. In that 
part I faw the Lord to be more of might by far than 


legions of them. 
Sometimes the Lord Ae me by his word of this 


trial: at other times I was attacked by the enemy, 


upon the back of the neareſt communion with the 
Lord, when I had no thought of him. I got this un- 


eaſy thorn to keep me humble and watchful,— Let 
thoſe things excite you to praiſe and thankfulneſs to 
the Lord, who hath made my ſoul to eſcape as a bird 
from the ſoare of the fowler.-Remember me to Mrs. 
Glen, and other friends, I reſt your friend in Chriſt, 


GREEN Oc K, MARION LAIRD, 
Jan. 7th, 1764. has 


1 * TT An XVI. 
To Mr. — ant in Glaſgow, 


* 


Dear and bving Brother in our Lord Feſus, 


| 1 WAS much. afraid, Sir, after I wrote to you laſt, 


that it had been miſcarried, and would have expoſed 
religion to contempt : but the glorious hearer of prayer 


ſupported me with theſe words, Upon all the glory. 


there ſhall be a defence : it ſhall return to your . — 
Whea I received yours in Match, I had lately met with 


an outward trial : when 1 opened it, and looked u pon 
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ſome texts of ſcripture, they were very refreſhing to 
me through the Lord's bleſſing. I ſaw a ſweet har- 
mony between the promiſe and the providence of God, 
I thought if it had come half a day ſooner it would 
not have been ſo refreſhing. I ſaw alſo the longer it 
was before a promiſe was accompliſhed, the more the 
wiſdom of God ſhined in the accompliſhment of it: 
and from it I was made to infer, that all the delays 1 
had met with in my longed-for ontgate, the wiſdom 
of God, and the glory of God, would appear more in it, 
I was telling you in my laſt, that I had been led to 
take a view of the Lord's way with me through this 
wilderneſs journey. I ſaw the trials that had been 
moſt croſs to my nature to be well ordered. I deſire 
to bleſs the Lord, I got not my own will, Upon the 
back of this view, the Lord is calling me to this exer- 
eiſe, to record his loving-kindneſs, and to cauſe his 
name to be remembered; But there appeared many 
difficulties in the way. Firſt, my own ignorance, who 
am ſo ignorant, and as a beaſt before him. Secondly, - 
I had a great averſion to diſcover the ſecrets that had 
been betwixt God and my own ſoul to any other, But 
I muſt ſay, to the praiſe of God, he brought me back 
to himſelf, with every piece of this work, and anſwer- 
ed all my objections from his own word. As to the 
firſt. he anſwered, If any man lake wiſdom, let him aſe 
it of God, who giveth librally. He that hath wrought 
you for the ſelf ſame thing is God, My ſecond objeftion 
was anſwered from theſe words, Him that is aſhamed 
ne before men, of him will I be aſhamed before my Fa- 
laſt, “er and his angels. Notwithſtanding all this, I formd 
wo ed great averſion in my mind to that exerciſe : then that 
word came, Be not diſobedient to the heavenly viſion,” 
bry Hall his love be told in the grave, or his faithfulneſs in 
f ah? fell a conſulting with myſelf, if I might not 
Aich delay it for ſome time, and wait to ſee if the Lord 
pon would give ſome ability to write myſelf ; and with that 
vent to the Lord alſo: but this petition was partly 


their own, At this my foul was ſet a trembling, and 
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againſt my own light; for I think the Lord faith 
me by his word, The day of your redemption 'drawell 
near if it were not fo, I would have told you: but whik 
I aſked, theſe words-came, Neither tempt ye him, a 
ſome of them tempted ; with theſe, When they believe 
not his word, he gave them up to wander in *counſels of 


I durſt ſpeak no more of that matter. Then it came 
to my mind, that the Lord ſendeth none awarfare on 
their own charges, and I was made to plead with him, 
who knoweth the hearts of all men, that he would 
provide an inſtrament.that, would be moſt for his own 
glory. O the aſtoniſhing condeſcendency of God; 
while I aſked, theſe words came with a ſweet heart- 
melting and humbling power alongſt with it, Grant 
thee according to thine hearts wiſb, and fulfill all thy 
counſels. - | 
For ſome days together, I was fo racked between 
two extremes, with pride and ſelf. on the one hand; 
and difficulties on the other: I was often conſtrained 
to go to God with theſe petitions, O for more confor- 
mity to God ! O for a greater meaſure of the Holy Spi- 
rit, that he would clothe me with humility as with 4 
garment, and with zeal for his own glory as with ail 
cloke. I got near acceſs to God in aſking theſe things; 
and theſe words ran with me, Our heavenly Father 
giveth the Holy Spirit to them that aſk it of him. Now, 
my great difficulty was, I could remember nothing of 
by-paft experiences; it was to me altogether impoſhble, 
without the Spirit: but while I was much perplexed, 
it pleaſed the Lord, in his adorable ſovereignty,” 00 
bring to my rememberance former experiences with ag 
brighter diſplay of bis glory, and revelation of the will 
of God, than 1 had at firſt. O this wonderful conde- Af A 
ſcendence of God, it filled my ſoul with wonder and 
a ſweet ſenſe of his love, fo that my foul was made to 
cry to him, O for an opportunity to record thy loving HO. 
kindneſs. Then he anſwered me with that ward, / 


\ 
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and ye Mh. —Q what of God I ſaw in that word! 
cannot tell you of it; come and ſee, or come and 
afte will belb declera‚a (4 

Sir, I deſire the help of your prayers, Mr. Calier's, 
Mrs. Glen's, and other friends to the Lord, for'direc- 
jon concerning what is before-mentioned, I teſt your 
incere friend, i n | ne Ek 


E ENO, MARION LAIRD. 
Jung 18. 1764. RO 


Dear and loving Brother in our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, ; 
ween | RECEIVED yours, Sir, dated the 5th of May, 
I deſire to bleſs the Lord for his loving-kindneſs to 
ined Wou, in your ſhort afflition. When a faith's view, of 
nfor· Pur Lord's drinking the bitter waters of the curſe, of 
Spi- broken law, and the wrath of an offended God, 
ith anaketh the bitter waters of Marah ſo ſweet, O what 
5 ill the wine in paradiſe be Well may it be ſaid of 
be purchaſed redemption, applied by the Spirit, that 
t is like the ſalt that Eliſha caſt into the water-ſprings, 
t healed the waters and the barren ground; it healeth 
e ſoul of ſpiritual deadneſs and ſpiritual barrenneſs. 
any a time when I have been beginning to ſink un- 
er my trouble, he enabled me to look to himſelf, and 
was lightned : if he had not made me ſenſible of my 
25 weakneſs I had forgotten where my ſtrength lay. 
Sir, what I intend at preſent, is to remark unto you, 
onde f the Lord will, ſomething of his loving-kindneſs ſince 
r and i vcote unto you laſt, You may compare the laſt two, 
de to ſſetters and this together, and then you will have a 
oving bort view of this.-year's-exerciſe:.: Upon the back of 
rd, Ide ſweet view of the former experiences, I. ſpoke of 
2. 


\ 


* 


* 
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in the laft, I was ſore diſtreſſed with bodily trouble; 
1 thought m trouble was ſo great I could 13 Cubſik in. 
under it. — Then a terror of death ſeized me, that evt 
very moment my breath would gd out, and then whey Mo 
was the performance of theſe things, viz. what U ſpoke Wl cer 


'.- "Of in the laſt. Notwithſtanding my fin and folly, u- 


ſo fooliftfly requitting the Lord, in overlooking both WY... 
his power and his faithfulneſs, the Lord bore in thek ſou 
words with compoſed ſubmiſſion, Fear not, only believe; I - 

ye ſhall not taſte death till all be fulfilled. tar this Ibis 
was made to look over all difficulties that appeared up, 
the way, both inward and outward; and he enabled ne- 
me to plead with himſelf for the accompliſhment of his 
on word: and I muſt fay to his praiſe, he allowed 
me much nearneſs to himſelf in pleading with him; 
and he ſaid unto me, As a prince haſt thou had pouer Mat 
with Cod, and prevailed. He gives of his own to ſerve gin 
him with ; without him I can do nothin 
O, Sir, but this has been a Wr MO) few oro 
days in it but I have had ſome blinks of his reconciled, 
countenance, and ſome ſweet word from his learned 
tongue. O help me to love and to praiſe him. —lofhpc 
ide beginning of Auguſt laſt, it pleaſed. the Lord to w 
open the treaſures of joy and pleaſure that are at his 
right hand, in a very large manner, for two days to 
gether.” The firſt day 1 got a very ſweet view of the 
oneneſs betwixt the Father and the Son, and believer 
in him; I in you, and yen iũ me, John xx. 17. 1% 
cend unto my Father, and your Father ; unto my GA 
and your God. O what wonderful ſights I beheld 
the Father i in Chriſt ! The*wiſdom of the Father is 6 
be ſeen in him; the power of the Father is to+be.ſgen 
in him, in upholding him in the great undertaking; 
* counſels. of the Father are to be ſeen in him, 'T# 

f of peace was between them both, and are mon 
| manifeſt to us in Chriſt : bur I muſt not inſiſt, 
the ſecond day, in the morning, I got a large hes 
mat ſtote of joy that is at the right hand of God: 


* 
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thought I could hold nothing of it, my vents are ſo 
narrow ; büt a little of that new wine of conſolation, - 
ny BY compariſon of what God hath t to give, would qver- 
6 Wl whelm our created faculties. O to be made like him! 
eo to ſee him as he is! O what could J do, but wog- 
der at his love, and ſometimes invite angels and faints 
s praiſe him! ſun, moon, and ſtars to praiſe him; 
. praiſe him dragons and every derp ! praiſe him, O my 
ſoul! _ 
wv; At this time the Lord gave me ground. to hope from 
us 18 his word that he would give me a triumphant death: 
d Prove me herewith, ſaith the Lord of - Hoſts ; if 1 will 
not open you the , windows of heaven, and pour down a 
t his bleſſing ing till there be not room enough to receive it, It ran 
in my n that this was either a preſage of my de- 
arture, or of ſome new trial; but ſoon, was what I 
fared moſt : for many a lip my deceitful heart has 
given me, upon the back of near communion with 
God, My ſoul looketh out joyfully for the Bride- 
groom's coming, when I will get on the fair white rob 


f the Redeemer's righteouſneſs, and get a palm of 

nel tory in my hand, and a crowa of unfading glory 
—lapon my head, When the chief ſbepherd ſhall appear. 
d was very diſtreſſed thro' the night ; and thoſe words 
ut an in my mind, Jt is my deſire that Job be tried to the 


J. In the world you ſpall have tribulation, ; but in me 
pe ſball have peace, The ſweet taſte I had gotten of 
hat peace made me to ſay of it, as David ſaid of Go- 
uath's ſword, Give me it it, for herd is none. like it 1 
us made alſo often day, Lord keep me fr5m Ha, * 
. glorify thyſelf i in me; and do with me as W | 
ee d. 

6 15 ſpoke of a "ih in m letter, dated Jan. 


1 evils: 1 thought the Lord ſpoke ſomething that. night 
Woncerning this year's exerciſe ;. but I could never 5 Wk 
low he would WO his word, till this Ing: — 

a x 2 2 * 56 : 


* 


thought I would not have been afraid of a hell i, 42 5 


* 


— 
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Now, he hath made me to fay of him, Lo now p 
thou plainly, and ſpeakeſt no parat.... 
Now, Sir, concerning the exerciſe I ſpoke to You 
about, that the Lord was calling me to; fo far 1 
ſes, it is near accompliſhed, Now it is the language 
of my ſoul, with old Simeon, Let thy priſoner depart 
in peace, according to thy word ; for mine eyes have ſom 
thy ſalvation. I have ſeen much of the Lord's cob 
tenance about this exerciſe : for he anſwered all my 
difficulties about it, from his own word ; and now he 
hath done as he hath ſaid, and made me to ſay, Trae 
and faithful are thy words, O thou king of ſaints. - . 
On the Sabbath morning I was more than ordinary 
enlarged in prayer; and that word came with' a very 
heart-melting power, What would ye that I ſbould d 
unto you? I was made to put it back into the Lord' 
hand to teach me what to aſk; for truly I knew not: 
immediately the church's caſe was repreſented to me 
both in het national and perſonal apoſtacy from God. 
Time and ſtrength will not allow-me to mention par: 
ticulars : only theſe few that I ſee daily prevailing, 0 
what matter of grief is it to ſee the conformity of pts 
feſſors to the world, and the want of zeal for God's 
glory! I think our Lord has a controverſy with this 
people for entertaining heart-idols : he complains that 


he is wounded in the houſe of his friends. It is mat: 
ter of grief alſo, to ſee ſome profeſſors who have lol 
the favour of * they ſothetime had. I got leave 


to weep over thele abominations before the Lord, and 


to plead for his return with days of power to his ow! 


 » © the hills of frankincenſe, until the day br 


them ſmell as a field that the Lord hath bleed,” Iu 
macdde to hope that che Lord will preſerve 4 


ordinances, O but I got a ſweet view of him in theft 
words, I will get me to the mountains of myreh, | and it 

. and the fb: 
dows flee away, I thought this reſpected his preſenc 
in the ordinance; his preſence in the ordinances makes 


2 
remnad! 
© 
* "42 * 40000 
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th hit banes : with, Though after my 
firoy this bady, yet in my fleſb ſhall I fee God 


„ 
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in poot bickMding Scotland, although, at ſome imes, 
— ſhould be but a few hames in it. | 

I know not, Sir, dur this may be the laſt dais that 
I will write to you. O help me to love and praiſe the 
Lord for his truth, and the kindneſs of his love. Re- 
member me to all friends i in Chriſt: tell them both to 
pray and praiſe for me, my ſweet and altogether-love- 
ly Lord. | Reſts your ce, 


Sr e \ MARION LAIRD. 


Oct. 23. 1764. 0 
P. in 45 hare your return as s ſoon a3 pole 


L. E 1 F. E R XVIII. 
o Mr. J—s G—r, in Glaſgow, 


| Des- * kving Brother in our - Lord Fefus, 


I F I could commend my fweet and altogether-lovely 

Lord, and his way with me, to you, I have cauſe 
to do it; but without him I can do fothing.” J think 
there is a revenue of praiſe and honour” due tochim, 
from me above all others. His wiſdom ſhineth it all 
his works and ways, were our eyes open to behold it. 
Well might we fay, Who ig a Cad like unto thee ? Thou 
art glorious in holineſs, fearful in praiſes, doing wonders. 
A few days after I wrote you laſt, it pleaſed the 
1050 in bis free love and adorable ſovereignty, one 
morning to give me a glorious manifeſtation ot his love, 
and communication of his mind, in thoſe words, Fear 
lat to go down unto Egypt, 1 will go down with thee 
and T will furely-bring thee up again: he carefully keep - 
* wa de- 
1 got a 
pleaſant view of death and judgment, which made my 
foul a acquieſce in the will of God, to go down 


oy 
- tl 
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to the grave in the faith of his going down with me; 
and in the faith of his bringing me up, and chavging 
this vile body, and falhioning it like unto his glorious 
body. By thoſe words in Job, it was brought to my 
mind, that remarkable. appearance, and glorious: de- 

| liverance the Lord wrought for my foul in the year 
1741. Oh! how terrible was death to me then! 1 
coyld no more believe than I could create a world, 1 
ſaw the holy law purſuing me for the debt of perfect 
obedience, aud no ſafety from divine wrath, nor reſt 
to the ſole of my foot in all the creation. Death ap- 
peared to be at the door, and hell following at the back 
of death; for, at that time, I was ig a fever. My 
ſoul trembled to look out at the windows of the chy 
houſe. As a divine once ſaid, © The ſoul of the wicked 
* was like a ruſty ſword, ſweir to draw out of its 
„ fſheath. In this great extremity, glory to God, he 
bare in, by an irreſiſtible power upon my ſpirit, Job 
xix. 25. 26, 27. wherein I got a raviſhing ſight of the 
living Redeemer, and God pacified in him, and well- 
pleaſed for his righteouſneſs ſake. - O that I could give 
thanks to him, at the rememberance of his holineſs, 
who delivered my ſoul from going down to the. pit, 
and my life from deſtruction.— But I return again to 
where [ was. 
Bleſſed be God, be irengthened me for thetriat 
before it came. About twelve o'clock. the fore-menti- 
oned day, be railed his glory again, and withdrew the 
ſweet, ſenſe of his love: immediately wy trouble in- ed 

' creaſed to ſuch a height, I thought it threatened a pre - L 

ſent diſſolution, and was often fo for ſix weeks time, MW Pr 

I had indeed few blinks of his glorious countenance:all lo. 
"that time ;. bleſſed be his holy name he enabled me % I [cr 
reſt on his faithful word, without any fear of death, IN 5% 

or ady jealouſy of his love. When my ſweet and Al, I ©? 

together - lovely Lord withdrew, he left behind him, in” ot 
my (ſoul, a vehement deſire for the enjoyment of himſelf, alle 
| which ſwallowed up all Jour of the Jarman. of death ay 


* 
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which runneth in the way. Well may the apoſile call 

death gain. O what think ye of the beautiful viſion 

of Jehovah and the Lamb —— thiok ye of confor- 

mity to God? what think ye of freedom from ſin, and 

the inbeiog of it? O unſpeakable gain! | 
When I received your letter, — Nov. 7th, I was 

aſtoniſhed at -the, glorious condeſcendence of God to _ 

you and me bath; for it exactly correſponded with m 

preſent exerciſe, as if ye had been a witneſs to it: 

ſecret of the Lord is with them that fear bim; and he 

will manifeſt to them his holy covenant. When I receiv- 

ed the other, dated Nov. 24th, it added to my former 

affliction, till it pleaſed our glorious and kind Lord to 

allow me ſome intercourſe with himſelf on your behalf: 

and theſe ſcriptures were ſweetly repreſented unto me, 

All things ſhall work together for good to them that love v 

God, 4 wks are the called: according to his purpoſe." 

And, I have ſeen. his affliction, ' and I have heard his 

groanings:; I have put hit tears into my'bottle;”. And 

egainſt all gritfs he ſendeth forth comfort. \ And the Lord 

is known by his judgments. In thoſe words I got a ſweet | 

view of the Lord's love and ſympathy with you in your- 


trial, & your wal the load was lifted off my ſpirit con- 


As AM 


A of 3. © 2 + i Fe Sed 


cerning you trial: for, it was like to be too heavy for 
me. I would aſk you RINGS Laden bers ſen 
in that judgment? 0 
About the end of the ſix wards: bam mention= 55 
ed, I have ground to acknowledge, to the praiſe of the | 
Lord, he again drought me unto the chambers of his 
preſence, and allowed me new manifeftations of his 
love, and ſome new intimations of his mind from theſe - 
ſcriptures ; I know the thoughts that I think towards 
you, are thoughts of peace and not of evil, to give you un 
expebted end. O wonderful love, to have the thoughts 
of God's heart made manifeſt to us in Chriſt! Aud 
alſo that other word, Will I bring to the birth, and nor 
cauſe to bring forth ? The womb of the promiſe may 
de long big wit God's eren ; but it will not mit- 
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carry: I will cauſe ta bring forth, faith the Lord.:' And 
the Lord ſhewed me from Heb. x. 36. that there was 


— — E — — — = 
. 
- 


ſomething of his will to fill up with me in this world 
yet ; and when the will of God was dane, I ſhould 
receive. the promiſe. — O that theſe things may excite 
you to loye and praiſe . who is fairer than. the Jan 
of men. * 

Let me have your Ginpathy, and ather friends; at 
the throne of grace. Plead with the glorious. hearer 
of .prayer, — he may not let me ly idle in his houſe; 
but that he may take glory to himſelf out of a poor 
empty nothing. Reſts: your ſiſter i in the. Lord, 8 5 


i 


oer, 
derne p 


* S. 1 bare REY any Se 
cCeived as much ſtrength as to take « drink with 
my on hand, which. [ think do ſmall mercy. 

deſire to know: how it was that the. watchman 

wounded you. our daughter has been often 

- borne in on my mind; and ry: have had liberty on 

ber behalf at the throne. of grace, I deſire you 

+ wauld favour me with writing again. Let Mes, 

= and Jean Ramſay. and other friends Know 
mae. ä 


* 


* K* T TER XIX. 


rs. SL. in \ Glaſgow. * 
est ond wg Sifter, and beloved of our 28 700 


F H E laſt line I wrote to you, I had ſome thopghtdif 


it would have been the laſt, We need not be 


afraid we will loſe any thing by waiting, ppog ol tho 
Lord's ume. He comes into his garden to gory his 


lilies as, ſopn as _ are full * for R 


* 


* 
7 
* 
«7; 
4 
* 


MARION | LAIRD, 


2, 


* 


fence muſt have her perfect Work, that we may be 
ferfet, entire, wanting n „James i. 4. 
The laſt week was a very ore week 
me: I ſaw an abſolute need of divine ren to ſup- 
port and carry up under it. On the Sabbath morning 
got à ſweet view of theſe wotds, 2 Core iv. 17. Cur 
lobt afflictian, which is but for a moment, worketh for 
u a far more exceeding and an eternal weight of glory. 
Three thiogs in theſe words were ground of ſ 3 


They are light in comparifon of what we deſerve, or 
what the damned in hell doth endure. ' 2. They are 
light, compare them with what our bleſſed Lord ſuf- 
mat in our room and ſtead ; He ſuffered, the juſt for 
unuft, that he might bring us to Gd: and by virtue 
f his is ſafferings the courſe is taken out of all our af- 
| füctions. 3. They are light affliftions ; and ſo,the 
ith are compared to a moment, which is the ſhorteſt divi- 


$ 
d 
d 
e 
Ns 
at 
er 
e; 
ar 
2 


1 on of time. What is our life but a moment, in cm 


pariſon with vaſt eternity. As Mr, Dodwell faith, 
What can be great to him, that connts the world 
* nothing ; or long to him, that counts the life of man 
60 but a 57 an ? 9 
Dear Siſter, I was ſorry to look upon your laſt let- 
n, becauſe of your condition: in it you have ſeveral | 
omplaints. 
1. Ye fay, © My ſoul is in a fainting Seinen, for 
want of his preſence,” If our Lord had not firſt 
oved you, ye could not have loved and longed for him 
gain. "The Lord will ſurely ſatisfy the longing foul ; he 
Wl fill the hungry foul with his goodneſs, It may be the 
ord will feed your faith, ba not your ſenſe : the 
2 ord's people would have ſometimes a feaſt of his love, 
agb yhen he ſees a feaſt of godly ſorrow better fot them. 
hell 2 Le lay, * I fear my ſtate is not right. A be- 
ever's tate is ſet right in juſtification, and fin can 
" put it wrong again. But, whatever be wrong. . 
Aa 


by... 
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trouble to 


dtation to me. The hkghtneſs of our afflition: 1. 


\ 


5 
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with you, rejoice that all is right with your glorjaw 
head and hpſband, the Lord Jeſus Chriſt. 

e ſay, When I cry, he ſhutteth out my, _ 
and I cannot cry.” Ve ſhould beware of. drawing 
harſh concluſions of your Lord's conduct towards you: 
he may hear your cry, though it be not ſpeedily an- 
ſwered ; if he ſtrengthen you with ſtrength in your 
ſoul, and keep you about his throne, I think ye have 

no reaſon to conclude that he doth no hear your cry, 
Mr. Hutchiſon ſaith, When our petitions are not 
« anſwered; we ſhould look there be not ſome unre- 
«« pented of guilt ſtanding in the way; or, it may be, 
* they. bave an habitual, carnal, ill frame, that the 
Lord would have rectified by keeping the ſupplicant 
*« at his bar: the prayer of faith he will anſwer 1 in his 
„% own time.“ It may be the Lord was trying you, 
if you would go to another door. Sometimes when! 
could not get liberty in prayer, my own heart has con- 
demned my ſelfiſh diſpoſition in prayer, becauſe I was 
not more concerned for the church of God, and far 
the good of particular perſons with whom I was ac 
quainted. Sometimes the Lord has been pleaſed to lay 
a concern upon my ſpirit for the church, and for ſome 
particular perſons ; and then I got ſomething for LED, 
and a feaſt for my own ſoul. 


4. Ye ſay, that * You ſee no outgate from the cs 


« lamity that is on your body in time.” —Dear Siſter, 
in theſe words ye preach forth my ſin as well as your 
own ; too often have I conſulted with carnal reaſon 
and unbelief : the language thereof is, that there is no 
more view of an outgate from your? trouble, than wss 
the firſt day of it. I never tried that way of reaſoning, 
but I was like to loſe my feet, and land myſelf in coor 
fuſion. Diſcontentmeat'is a bitter ingredient we put 
into our own cup. And when I examined into the 
grounds of it, I found much pride and ſelf at the bat 
tom of it, O proud, ſinful duſt, that will not ſubmit 
| to the will of God. Seh is both a deceiver and a robber: 
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ber; it robs Chriſt of his glory, and it aſpires to no- 
thing leſs than his crown and royal prerogatives. O 
to be truly humbled ! it is of the Lord's mercies that 
I am not conſumed, who am leſs than the leaſt of his 
mercies.—Dear Siſter, by waiting on God, and exer- 
ciſing faith, patience, and ſubmiſſion. to his will, ye 
may ſee an outgate, although not a deliverance. O 
that we were helped to Abraham's way of it ; he con- 
ſidered not the difficulty that was in the way of the 
accompliſhment of the promiſe, but was ſtrong in the 
faith, giving glory to God, | " 

5. © Ye fear his judgment will be lengthened out.” 
Such is our folly, we think of a great while to come, 
and ſo make apprehended future events a preſent di- 
ſtreſs. Were we more frequent in our converſe with 
eternity, it would make our afflictions appear but ſhort, 
which worketh glory for us, an exceeding and eternal 
weight of glory. If our ſufferings be a filling up of 


made more conformed to our glorious head, who firſt 


to rejoice in all our afflictions. I am perſuaded, that 
a ſight of the fair face of our Redeemer in heaven, in 
his raviſhiag beauty and glorious excellencies, and all 

che divine perfections of God ſhining brightly in his 
glorious perſon, will more than make amends for all 
our afflictions. I have reaſon to bleſs the Lord, that 
| have wearied leſs this ſeventh year of my affliction, 
than I did the firſt year. I find idleſet no ſmall cauſe 
of wearying. It pleaſed the Lord to call me to ſuch 
duties, as thereby he gave me many errands: to his 


himſelf, Sometimes a battle with /ickneſs\ and pain, 
and thereby needed a conſtant depending -upon the 
Lord for ſtrength to bear it, with patience and ſub- 
miſſion to his holy will: and I am glad divine ſtrength 


e 


the ſufferings of Chriſt in the fleſh; Col. i. 24.; and we 


ſuffered, and then entered into his glory: we have reaſon 


throne of grace; for I needed all my furniture from 


is engaged to uphold me; for, ſaith he, Fear nat, 
will help thee ; yea, 1 will uphold thee by the right-hand 


* 


ruption, that raged before, are quiet and ſtill.—0 i 
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of my righteouſneſs. Sometimes I have a battle with 

a trocþ of vain thoughts, which is worſt of 'all z amdi1 

can get no victory over them, till he whom the winds 
and ſea obey, come into my ſoul, by the divine infle: 

ence of his holy Spirit; then the raging waves of cor« 


is good to be with God, though it were in a hot fur- 

Dear Siſter, wait upon the Lord, in the way of his 
judgments; Be of good courage, and he will firengthen 
your heart. That the Lord may enable you to wait, 
is the deſire of your ſiſter in the Lord, 107 


GrEENOCK, MARION LAIRD. 
Feb. 28th, 1763. 5 6 as 
r 

To Jauzs W1Ls0N, my Brother-in-law. | 


Dear and hving Brother and Siſter, 1 
1 LONG to know if your fouls be growing in con- 
- formity to God; The path of the juſt is as the fbin- Wot 
ing light, that ſbineth more and more until the perfell no 
day. We read Geneſis iii. 9. that the Lord God called to 
unto Adam, and ſaid, Adam, Where art thou * The is! 
Lord doth not need that any ſhould inform him of man, ce 
for he hath a perfect knowledge of things paſt, preſent,  - 
and to come. I take the import of the queſtion to be, Holl 
1. The Lord would have Adam to bethink him/elf of ri 
his ſelf-deſtroying condition, and of his utter inability 
to help his condition. All acceſs to heaven, by the 
covenant of works, was ſhut againſt him; and a flam» 
ing ſword placed to keep him from the tree of fe 
2. 1.thiok alſo the queſtion imports, Adam's ae 
need of a Saviour and Redeemer, which was immedi-'s! 
ately revealed to him in the firſt promiſe, The b de 


—— 
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the woman ſhall bruife the ſarpent t hend. Put the above 
queſtion to your on ſouls, which the Lord put to 
Adam, Gen. iii. 9. poſe your own ſouls as in the fight 
of God and your own confcience, what ſtate your ſouls 
ors WW zre in, whether in a ſtate of nature, or in a ſtate of 
grace: if ye are in Chriſt, ye have once ſeen yourſelves 
ur- to have been without him, and to have been under the 
 » Wl wrath and curſe of God. He that believeth net, Ts con» 
his Wl d-mned already, and the wrath of God abideth en him, 
hen WJ John iii. 18, 36. Blind proud man, deceived by Sa- 
ait, tan, thinks he hath a goodneſs in heart and ia life, 
which renders him worthy of divine mercy and favour, 
which he dares to plead, before God; as the Phariſee 
did; I thank thee I am not as other men. But when 
the Lord is about to apply ſalvation to an elect foul, - 
he empties it of its own righteouſneſs, and ſhews it its 
i-deſerts, hell-deſerviogs, and miſeries; and alſo reveals 
the remedy, in order to make it willing to be ſaved in 
the Lord's way; the way of faith is poſſeſſed and en- 
joyed, and is a living out of ourſelves, upon the Chriſt 
of God, upon his infinite fulneſs and fitneſs to fave 
ſioners, from the deepeſt miſery to the higheit glory. 
Dear Brother anck Siſter, rell not upon a proteſſion 
of religion, nor the performance of duties; theſe will 
not profit you in the hour of death: to have a name 
to live, and to want the thing £12nified by the name, 
is blaſphemy ; I know the blaſphemy of 1 1 that ſay 
they are Fews, and are not, Rey, ii. . | 
Dear Siſter, ye have need to look what frujrs, have 
followed your rod: there is à rod ſpoken of, Ezek, 
li, 11, it made my ſoul tremble to think of it: The 
d blefſomed ; but what fruit followed the bloſſoms ? 
wickedneſs, pride, and violence; awful fruits! Our 
ord faith, I am like a greenfirr-tree, from me is thy fruit 
nd Hoſea xii. 8. Chriffleſs finners can bring forth 
fruit acceptable to God: it followeth not from a 
ght principle, wiz. from love to God ; neither have 
icy a right end in view, wiz. the glory of God. 


— 
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aſceud with acceptance before the throne. Have ye 


Po a bins Brother ir our Lord Jeſus, | Fo fell 


heartily content that it ſhould be diſſolved, ſeeing out 
Lord Jeſus hath'ſaid, All that the Father hath given ni, 


there may be no fruit in the harveſt, Some have'ſharp 


They want Chriſt's image and ſuperſcription on them; Wl © 
and fo will not paſs in the court of heaven. See how t 
ſmall account the Lord makes of the duties of the Wl * 
wicked, 'Ifa. Ixvi. 3. It is the ſweet-ſmelling favor Ml * 
of the facrifice of the {lain Lamb of God that perfumes il 9 
our perſons, our graces, our duties, and — nc then Il * 


ever ſeen the tranſcendent glory and beauty of our t. 
Lord Jeſus ? If ye have, the ſight would humble you 
to the duſt. A fight of Chriſt is a humbling ſight; 
for both the majeſty of God, and the mercy of God, 
is ſeen in Chriſt.. | 

That the Lord may n himſelf to you, kak 
Vite than be does to the world, is the deſire of your * 
WwelE-wilher, 


the 

Grznnock, MARION LAIRD, 24 
Ie April iſt, 1763- Ha? C7” 
23s we 
of 
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To. lun, rchxLI, a cin lin acquaintance. ces, 


1 T is long fince I had a thought of writing to you, Ipe 
I am often indiſpoſed for any outward duty, by the 
reaſon of my trouble. I live in a crazy tabernacle, 
which-I often think is near its diſſolution; and I am 


I have bft none: and I will raiſe them up at pl. laft day. 
Dear Brother, I deſite yoa would write me what 
hath been the iſſue of the exerciſe my ſiſter was undet 
the trees may bloſſom fairly in the ſpring, on Which 


ſoukexerciſe, that are nothing but fore - taſtes af hell 
I have known ſome, within theſe few * that ban ber 


5 
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had ſharp convictions, but they are gone off again; 
they are as profane, and as careleſs about their ſalvati- 
eon as ever; whoſe laſt fate. ſeems worſe than the firſt; 

Matth. xii. 45. I bave been aſtoniſhed. what to think 
of theſe diſpenſations; only this I am perſuaded of, if 
they be elect veſſels, they will get another awakening. 


p. remember, about 24 or 26 years ago; about that 
kt time, I ſay, the Lord bleſſed his own ordinances with. 
_ convincing and converting power; to which, 1 ſuppoſe, 


br: Wl ye was a witneſs as well as I: and, by the divine in- 
od. fluence of the Holy Spirit, barren ſouls became a fruit- 

fal field, and made to bloſſom as the roſe. The gar- 
ments of our glorious King Jeſus then ſmelled. of 
myrrh, aloes, and caſſia, out of the ivory palaces, 
whereby we were made glad: the King was held in 
e galleries of his own ordinances, .which made them 
D. Do ſmell as 4 field which the Lord hath bleſſed. I was 
In vitneſs to ſome that were ſhining lights, while they 
vere in the Church militant, and they got a fair pale 
of the wind of the Spirit to blow them into the harbour, 
of glory, who dated their converſion from that time: but 
alas! we have ſinned the Lord away from his ordinan- 
ces, in a great meaſure. I am often grieved to ſee the 
little impreſſion of God that is upon the ſpirits of pro- 
feſſors, when they come from ordinances: their carnal 
ſpeech, and the ſhew of their countenances, declare 
they have not been with Jeſus, —But I inſiſt not on 
theſe things. 

Dear Brother, I would obſerve unto you, * 
remarkable ſtep of the adorable condeſcendence, and 
free love of our God, on the laſt Saturday of March: 


ce. 


4% Pr fiſter had a child that died; it pleaſed the glorious 
what earer of prayer, to impreſs my mind with a concern 
Ader er the child, aud bear in on my ſpirit, Mal. iii. 7. J 


»hich t / 10 ſpare him as a man ſpareth his own ſon that ſerveth_. 
| : yet I was in the dark to know what was the mind 
0 the Spirit of Cod concerning theſe words; only I got. 
derty in pleading that the Lord would ſpare him from 
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ide curſe of a broken law; that his hand might be up- 
or the man of kis right- hand; and that he would glo- 
himſelf i in the child's. falration : the chif# was in 
t diftrefs, which ſometimes was like to piers my 
heart; and theſe words often fupported me, Fhivis alt 
the fruit of the rod to take away ſin, which filled my 
month often with new arguments; that by the Lord's 
bleſſing that might be the effect of the rod, to take a 
way ſiu. About an hotr before bis death, I got a 
ons diſcovery_of the love of God to him in theſe 
words, Becauſe he hath ſet his due ou me, therefore 
will 7 deliver him, Pfſalm xct. 14. I got a wonderful 
view of that love of God, the firſ caufe, and of its 
borourable egrefs through the Lord jeſus Chtiſt, But 
a a fudden objection was darted into my mind, what if 
all this be a defuſſon : but behold the condefcendence 
of our kind Lord, who ſweetly reproved me for my 
- unbelief, and made my heart to melt before the fire of 
. tis love, from Deut. xxxit, 6, John xiv. 9. Think 


on the works the Lord hath done, which * ug 


mie. Reſfs your Siſter, 


Guzwxo ct, | MARION LAIRD. 
. 1705. LPS: | 
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koigk K Tin E R XXII. | 
| To Mr. Js a. in Glaſgow, 8 


Dany us loving Brother, in our Lord Feſus, 


Þ RECEIVED yours, dated Aptil 6th, for which 

I deſire to bleſs the Lord for the accompliſhayent 
of his true and faithful word, and for the ſanQtified ule 
of your trial: The Lord hath been mindful of his gran 
and truth to the houſe of Hrael.— had not an opportu* 
nity to write to you any ſooner. If my wicked heart 
do not deceive me, the love of God doth conſtrain me 
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to make mention of his loving-kindneſs: and,. O that 
I could ſo do it as that he may get all the glory of it. 

One night as I was in meditation, deſiring matter 
and direction from the Lord what I would write to 
you, ſeveral ſteps of the Lord's condeſcendency occur- 
ed to my mind, which I had never yet recorded, with 
that word. Quench not the Stirit. The firſt was in the 
year 17 57, a little before my trouble began. One 
night I was much perplexed with the fear of death: I 
thought the Lord had ſupported me in many trials, 
but that one ſtep, death, I had no experience of it. I 
might ſay as Joſhua ſaid to the children of Iſrael, They 
had not paſſed that way before, I was much diſtreſſed, 
till it pleaſed the Lord graciouſly to bear in upon my 
Spirit, with a ſweet refreſhing power, Pfalm xvili. 28. 
For thou wilt light my candle: the Lord my God will en- 
lighten my darkneſs. Theſe words have often afforded 
me ſweet views of death, many a time ſince. An- 
other ſtep of the Lord's adorable condeſcendency that 
lame year, in the reading of the ſcriptures, there ſhin- 
ed ſuch a divine glory and wiſdom of God, as I never 
law the like before: but whenever I cloſed the Bible, 
[ loſt that ſweet impreſſion of God upon my ſpirit, . 
which made me often long to have all things removed, 
that interrupted that ſweet communion and fellowſhip 
I had with God. And theſe words ran often in my 
I niad, His ſboulders I took from the burdens ; and freed 
bi hands from the pots. The Bible ever ſince, for the 
II moſt part, hath been a ſcaled book to me, as for my 
Non reading of it. —Another remarkable ſtep of the 
ord's loving-kindneſs ; when my trouble firſt began, 
Ide bore in on my mind, Ifa. 1x. 1. Ariſe, ſhine, for 
thy ligbt is comp ; and the glory of the Lord is ariſen up- 
n thee, But inſtead of light, I thought IL had much 
darkneſs: I could not ſee why the Lord was contend- 
ing; I did not know the voice of the rod. I thought 
MW vight fay with Job, I was not eaſy, yet trouble came. 
And one great part of my troub!o was, that providence 

ebb B b : 
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feemed'to contradict the accompliſhment of the ps. 0 
miſe : I was ſo rude and ignorant, and as a beaſt Mm bo 
Vim. I knew not that faith and patience was to de '” 
tried; and my unrenewed will was often unto me 
battle: I could not win to ſubmiſſion to the will ) 
God, which made me often cry to the Lord, that H = 
would bring my rebe!lious will to ſubmiſſion to his hoe 
will, and then let him do with me what ſeemeth haf 
good, on purpoſe that he would glorify himſelf. THG!“ 
words were often borne ia on my mind, Pſalm xxx ful 

4. Delight thyſelf in the Lord, and be ſeal give thee t 
bY res of thine heart. I could appeal to the fearchir 
of hearts, that my heart's deſire was the enjoy ment d 
my ſweet and lovely Jeſ vs: but, OT could not winto 
Patience, to wait till it pleaſed him to put me into the 
Ppoſſeſſion. 

One day I looked upon Mr. Erſkine's ſermon, on 
that text, I ſat down under his ſhadow with great d: 
hight, and his Fruit was fiveet to my taſte, I got 1 
eye upon the apple of contentment, which growet! 
upon that bleſſed tree, and this filled me bath. wit 
Wee aud joy: I graſped greedily at it, as an hungg 
] Contentment was what I flood much in 
of; and I was glad it was in Chriſt to be found 
Mr. Erſkioe ſaith, ** That the apple of the aſſuranc 
« of the everlaſting love of God, or the apple of the 
** imputed righteouſneſs of Chriſt, are amongſt the 
* {ſweeteſt apples that grow on this apple- tree: but 
at this time, to me none was ſo ſweet as the apple ol 
cantentment. Contentment is a plant that doth nc 
grow in nature's garden. I have much reaſon to blel 
the Lord, for the contentment he hath brought me to 
and | deſire ye would bleſs him alſo; It U the dias 
of the Lord, and marvellous in cur eyes. I was very de 
ficous to know the mind of the Lord i in the fore-cits 
Ifa, Ix. 1. and ſome other parts of ſcripture I was 
the dark about.—One time it pleaſed the Lord, whe 

was in meditation, wiſhing the great Interpreter, o 


: 
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amongſt a thouſand, would teach me his mind from his 
WH owo word; immediately thoſe other ſcriptures were 
borne in with ſome light and life, which I thought 
* imported a call to ſome duty, Let your lights ſhine be- 
fore men, that others ſeeing your g691 works may ghrify 
1 ol your Father which is in heaven: And, Let your mode- 
etiam be known to all men, the Lord is at hand. YetT 
Holy vever got ſuch a clear diſcovery of the mind of the 
a Lord, concerning the duty, till the laſt year. By theſe 
wat two ſcriptures the mind of the Lord was laid more 
vii. folly open; Rom. ix. 17. Even for this purpoſe have I 
raiſed thee up: John ix. 3. That the works of God might 
be made manifeſt, O wonderful, boundleſs tree-love, 
that the Lord ſhould manifeſt lo much of it to ſo vile 
a ſinner, and ſo uneloquent; and alſo call me to a mani-' 
feſtation of it. But herein ſhines the wiſdom of God, 
That the excellency of the power may be ſeen io be of G 2d, 
who worketh in us both to will and to do of his own good 
+ 4 ca/ure. O adore and magnify the Lord, for his tree- 
+ love; and let the friends of the glorious Bridegroom 
know of the Bridegroom's love to ſo vile a ſinner, that 


2 they may both love and praiſe him. Let me have your 
- welcome return, Reſts your Siſter, as for merly, 

nf) 

0 GxBENOCK,? MARION LAIRD. 
ran} June 17. 1765. 5 F 
f t 

t th 


EM Þ T E R XXII. 
To Mr. 3 G—r, in Glaſgew. 


Dear and loving Brother in our Lord Feſus, 


7 | HAVE been thinking of writing to you a ſub- 

ject that is ſo great and glorious, I am afraid, I but 
alte arken counſel without knowledge: nevertheleſs; at 
ny Lord's command, I deſire to launch out into the 
Cean of the grace and furniture that is in our glorious 
17 B b 2 4 os 
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Head, who meeteth him that rejoiceth to work rig ici 
neſs, and remembereth him in all his ways. I intend to 
give you ſome farther account of the Lord's way with 
me, about the time I wrote to you in my letter in Ja- 
nuary laſt, I am afraid I am ſo ignorant of my Lord's 
way with me, that I put want of preſence for want ef 
poſſeſſion. I intend, as the Lord ſhall aſſiſt, to men- 
tion ſome ſcriptures that were made exceeding ſweet 
to my foul, and a few of my meditations upon them; 
together with ſome of the effects they had upon my 
{oul, and leave the whole to your own judgment. 
I would then further obſerve unto you, what took 
place, on the day mentioned in that letter. My ſweet 
communion and fellowſhip with God was firſt inter- 
rupted by a friend'® coming in: it was ſo ſudden, that 
I thought I might ſay with Jacob, that he Lord went 
up from me, in the very place where he talked with me. 
A little before that time, the Lord had called me to a 
duty; the omitting of it gave me very much trouble 
in the views of approaching death: from which 1 was 
made to ſee, that the omitting of duty might give much 
diſturbance to a believer's conſcience at the hour of 
death, although their intereſt in Chriſt was very clear, 
After I got the duty performed, Oh! how ſweetly did 
the Spirit of God breath upon theſe ſcriptures, This u C 
your reaſonable ſervice! This laid me in the duſt be - d 
fore a holy God, with ſhame and bluſhing, to think © 1 
he ſhould look upon any thing done by ſo vile a inner: 
then that word eame, Te are accepted inthe Beloved; u 
and, the Lord loveth a chearſul giver. During that  % 
ſore ſhock of trouble, Oh what ſweet matter of medi · ff 
tation was thoſe words to me, Exod. xxix. 42, 43. In 

will meet with the children of Iſrael at the door of the I ſe 

#abernacle, and I will ſandtiſ the tabernacle of my glory ? 

O the raviſhing diſcovery I got of the Lord Jeſus, the 
true tabernacle, where God and man meeteth amicably 
together! There will I meet with them, and there wil 

1 ä them. He who is one with the Father, 


— 
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7 is our way to the Father. O the raviſhing view I got 
to of the divine perfections of God, ſhining gloriouſly in 
th the face of our Emmanuel, who is the brightneſs of his 
[a- Father's glory, and the 'expreſs image of his perſon! !- 
Þ'' Another ſctipture that afforded me ſweet ground of 
of meditation was, Iſa. xlii. 1, Behold my ſervant, ubm 
mn. WM uphold; mine ele, in whom my ſoul delighteth. I was 
cet made to bekold the matchleſs love of God; in putting 
m; that ſervice into the hand of his own. Son: and alſo 
my the love of the Son, who is co-equal, co-eſſential, and 
co-eternal with the Father, becoming the Father's ſer- 
vant, to ranſoni and redeem us out of the hands of 
law and juſtice. I beheld him through his hard ſer- 
vice: Jacob ſerved for a wife, and for a wife Iſrael 
kept (ſheep. I think the believer may ſay of our Lord, 
as Moſes! wife ſaid of Moſes, A bloody huſband art thou 
unto ne. I beheld juſtice ſatisfied in. him; and the + 
love of God getting an honourable egreſs thro' Chriſt, 
towards the chief of ſinners, By theſe. ſtreams I was 
jed to the fountain-head, to behold the lose of God 
from eternity, to me in Chriſt. O! hat could I do 
but wonder at his love !. This ſweet. field will take a 
long eternity to travel through it. 1 
Dear Brotber, you was complaining of darknels : 
O come and ſee; come and drink; drink more abun- _ © 
dantly : the nearer the fountain-head, the wine is the 
ſweeter. 2 4s $0.) = 10k 
Now, as to the effects theſe glorious diſcoveries had 
upon my ſoul, I think I am at a loſs, for want of 
words to clothe them with. My ſoul was ſet all in a 
nr ahi deſire for the full poſſeſſion: the jofinite ſweet - 
neſs of Chriſt, and the matchleſs glory of his perſon, 
ſo raviſhed my ſoul, that I would have been glad the eyes 
of my faith were never off this glorious object, il faith 
were {wallowed up in viſion, and hope ia fruition: - 
then I ſhall ſee him as he is, and be fatisfied with his 
likeneſs, At this time I thought that ten thouland 
deaths would have been nothing to me to have had the 
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enjoyment of my Lord. . An. acquaintance looking 
upon me faid, I never ſaw you ſo mortal like; and then 
felt a weeping.: at the hearing of which I ſmilled = 
joy to hear of the ſym ptoms of approaching death ; and 
then ſaid, I am heartily content that my body go Jown 
to the duſt, for my Lord will raiſe it again a more 
glorious body.—I will tell you what the ſweet- -ſmelliog 
roſe of Sharon hath done for me. O his grace-giving 
garments ſendeth forth a ſweet ſmell : by his ſweet ſa- 
vour he hath perfumed a ſick-bed, he hath perfumed 
the grave, he hath unſtinged death. Glory to his 
name - he hath done all things f. me. Another effect 
thoſe glorious diſcoveries had upon my ſoul, they diſ- 
covered new wants; want of love to God, and want 
of holy reverential fear of God: God is greatly fo be 


feared in the aſſembly of his ſaints ; and to be had in re- 


verence ¶ all them that are about him, I dare not ſay 
but my ſoul was filled with ſomething of a holy dread 
of God, which increaſed new fears of ſinning againſt 
him, and longing for conformity to God. I think the 
ſituation of my foul was like that which Dr. Owen 
- ſpeaks of: he ſaith, The ſoul overpowered by the 
« force of its own love, fainteth ; being raiſed by a 
« ſenſe of Chriſt's love, rejoiceth. ” —O but theſe old 
bottles can hold little of the new wine of heaven : when 
they are made new, both will be preſerved together. 

At this time that ſcripture was to me like a crown- 
ing of all the reſt, 2 Sam, i. 23. Saul and Jonathan 
were loving and pleaſant i in their lives, and in their death 


they were not divided. This was to me a ſweet repre: - 


ſentation of Chriſt and the believer, of their pleaſant 
living together, —O bleſſed, bleſſed be God, that in 


their death they were not divided. t Which we have 


ſeen and heard declare we unto you, that ye may have 


 fellewſbip with us and truly our fellowſbip is with e 


Father, and with. his Son, Feſus Chriſt, 1 Jobit i. 3. 
I received your two letters; for which 1 defire to 
bleſs the Lord for your kindneſs to me, and foe uy 


my Ss 
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ſweet refreſhment my ſoul found in them, by the Spi- 
rit of the Lord breathing upon them, —T fevered fince 
I began to write to yon; and I have been very much 

afraid for the loſs of my reaſon, becauſe of the violent 
pain of my head, and the violent aſſaults of Satan: 
his fiery darts have been like to drink up my ſpirits. 
Let me have your ſympathy at the throne of grace, and 
the ſy N of other friends. Grace and EY be 
with yo | 


CREENOCK, ſ MARION LAIRD. 
Sep. 18. 1765. 
P. S. Let me have your welcome. return a5 boo 


as poſſible. FR | 
10.85 fs 
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70 Mr. 1—8 — in cue. 


Dear ans hving Brother in our Lord fab, 


I RECEIVED your Fuer on Saturday. I deſire 
to bleſs the Lord for your kindneſs; and the kind- 
neſs of other friends to me, who am lefs than the leaſt 
of God's mercies; and do not deſerve the notice f a- 
ny, far leſs the notice of him who is infinitely fairer 
| than the ſons of men, I am unfit to ſpeak to your 
re" "i caſe; as I was enabled I laid it before him who hath 


aut WF the tongue of the learned, and ſpeaks a word in ſeaſon 
* to a weary ſoul, What I think he ſaith to you ye may 


read in John xvi, 22. and Iſa. xxxv. 4. Ivii. 18. Put 
bim to his word ; he loveth to be taken at it. 
"pie On Sabbath laſt I took a very great pain in my 
- WH knees; it weft to my heart, and 4 ned me to faint : 
had ſ6me thought that it had been preſent death, till 
ty that word came, The viſion is yet for an appointed eint. 

Doriag that fore ſhack, the fweet ſenſe ot the love of 
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former part of the day, and this occalioned me to take 
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God was withdrawing, which I enjoyed through the 


a new view of my charters to the renne, vir. the 
promiſes. 


Since twelve o clock on Sabbath evening, I high 


been eaſier of the pain, but continued ſick; and have 


had ſince a very ſweet impreſſion of the love of God on 


my ſoul.— deſire both the prayers and praiſes of your 
congregation : pray for grace to enable me to glorify 
God in the furnace ; and praiſe him for his truth and 
the kindneſs of his Jover—l got alittle breathing con- 

cerning your daughter; with that word, Ethiopia fball' 


ſoon firetch out her hand to God, | You mult excuſe m] 


ſhortnels till the Lord give another opportunity. Re- 
member me to friends in Chriſt. Reſts your Siſter in 


the Lord, , | 9 n 
| Gxzmxoct,? MARION LAIRD, 
"= bc 2 | | | | 
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To Jawrs MITCHELL, a Chriftian acquaintance. 


Dear and hving Friend, 


1 N avſwer to your deſire, all I intend 8 4. 


vine aſſiſtance is to mention a few remarks concern- 
ing the Lord's way with me through the wildernels. 


O that I could make mention of the loving-kindnels of i 


the Lord, fo that he may get all the glory, and others 
be excited to love, praiſe, and adore him who is alte. 
gether lovely, I have been very diſtreſſed with trouble 
in my bas, and alſo much aſſaulted by Satan, ſince! 
faw you : yet I have reaſon to ſay it to the prziſg f 
the Lord, it hath been my unſpeakable mercy 10% 
hold the rod in the hand of a loving Father: whit 
view makes me to conclude there is nothing in my 
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but what is for his own glory and my good: this makes 

me ſweetly io acquieſce in his will, and to ſay, The + 
aß which my Father giveth me, foull T not drink it ? 

. I remember often, with grief, that in my younger 
years, 1 was much aſſaulted by Satan to queſtion my 
intereſt in Chriſt ; and my unbelſieving heart ſided with - 
Satan in witneſſing againſt the work of the Spirit in 
my own ſoul. "Nice 6 many remarkable manifeſtations . 
of his lovingskindaels, I often acted as if God had 
been changed in his love when I was changed in my 
frame: 1 often believed his word no longer than the 
Spirit. of God ſhined upon his own word. O the mac 
ny wounds I have given glorious Chriſt by unbelief! 
This made me think, were it poſſible there could be ſor- 
ow in heaven, for the fin of unbelief, I would be 
rrieved becauſe I have done ſo little for Chriſt upon 
the earth, 

Satan hath now taken. another way of, aſavlting, 
and that is to queſtion divine truths, and that imme- 
diately after I have found the ſweet and powerful in- 
fluence of them upon my own ſoul. I have had little 
trouble about my ſtate for ſome years bygone, When 
allenges ariſeth fram whatſoever quarter, I ſend them 
o glorious Chriſt who hath ſatisfied juftice, and ful: 
ed the holy law: for I am perſaaded that God will 
ot charge the debt both upon the Surety-and ky 1 
e ſinger: no; He ts well-pleaſed for his righttouſneſs- 
che : he hath magnified the law and made it honou i 
tis the doing and dying of our Lord Jeſus that is the 
lone ground of my confidence before God, and accep- 
ance with him; there my ſoul finds a fweet reſt. If 
his be not the way that brings glory to God, and ſal - 
ation to e I have nothing de _ paper for ; 
even. 15 
Wedneſday was eight · days was a day with me of 
et communion and fellowſhip with God: that was 
avory word to me, John xx. 17. I a/cexd unte od. 
Uber, as anna unto my God, n 
Ce 

3 
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O but that is a ſweet. and endearing :relation;—l ſay 
ſuch a ſight of that union betwixt-the Father and the WW in 
Son, and believers in him, I in them, and they in me, Wl 3. 
that I thought I would not have been behind, to hayg f. 
| lived upon it to a long eternity. My ſoul js often 
breathing out one of three deſires, viz. O that I could , 
- glorify him; O that I could love bim; O that I hal MW of 

my ſoul's fill of his ſweet love. But what gets my ij}, 
Lord of me, but empty wiſhes? —Give-my-kind reſpec I ,, 
to William Crawford and Elizabeth Gibſon. I charge WM b. 
them to help a divonr. to pay the debt of praiſe to out ha 
ſweet and lovely Lord Jeſus. Grace and peace from on 
rhe Lord Jeſus be with you, | rings t 


Gu'zsx0.c k, 2 © MARION LAIRD. of 
Nov. 13. 1765. 5 %% eee 
r RXV” 
To the Rev. Mr. Tuo uas CLARK, in America. I 


Reverend and worthy. Sir, 


T hath been upon my heart to write unto you,  for;y; 
this and ſome other reaſons, - viz. that I might, 
have the help of your prayers and praiſes to God Iv 
Sir, I was perſuaded, from ſcripture, that the Lom ppi. 
called you to the ifland where you now reſide. I de- 
fire to know if religion be growing in it, and if gloris 
ous Chriſt. be received in it, as he is offered in the 
goſpel. I deſire to acknowledge it, to the [praiſe of 
God, that when I have heard you and other miniſtasWic- 
preach Chriſt, I believed it was a true report ye gag 
ok bim; and by the grace of God I was enabled to ac 
quieſce in him, as all my ſalvation and all my deſire; 
Jet I may.ſay of our Lord Jeſus, as the queen of: $he+ 
ba ſaid of che wiſdom of Solomon, 2 Chron- 
The greatneſs of the acts of his loving-kind neſa, Wii, 
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derful condeſcendence, infiaite ſweetneſs, raviſhing- 
glory, and matchleſs excellencies, that I have found 


in Chriſt, theſe eight years of my affliction, - the one 
half of it hath not been told. O but our Lord Jeſus is 


kind to priſoners : he was a prifoner himſelf; He was 


taken from priſon and from judgment: who can declare 
lit generation? The ſweet embraces my ſoul hath got 


of him, by faith, many a time hath helped me to trace 


the ſtreams of divine love to their fountain-head, and 
to read my name amongſt the living in Jeruſalem, O 
bleſſed be God that I, wretched I, miſerable I, hond 
have been upon the heart of God before the foundati- 
on of the world was laid. Glory to God in the high- 


eſt, for Chriſt and redeeming love through him. O! 


how does the wiſdom of God ſhine in his glorious plan 
of redemption! wonderful love! wonderful holineſs 
wonderful power! wonderful juſtice ! wonderful 
truth! O how bright does theſe glorious attributes 


and per fections of God ſhine in the perſon ot our Em- 


manuel! My ſoul has been admitted to travel, by faith, 
in that ſweet field, with wonder and admiration, till 
my natural ſtrength was almoſt exbauſted, becauſe my 
narrow veſſel could hold ſo little of that infinite fulneſs. 


MO but that hath been a ſweet word to me, Phil. iii. 20. 


We look for the Saviour, the Lord Jeſus Chrift, who ſhall 


change our vile bodies, that they may be faſhioned like un. 
v his glorious body: then it will be ade a ſtrong and. 
W'piritual body, and able to bear that eternal weight of 


aelory that will be conferred oa it at the appearance of 


Chriſt, Yet, in thefe ſweet hours I have been men- 


tioning ; Oh! how often has pride and ſelf, thoſe. a - 


Woominable. rivals of King Jeſus, been attempring to 
le-thrane him out of the heart, and to rob him of the 
glory of his grace! O to be delivered from ſia, and 
be inbeing of it. | N 
Sometime after my trouble began, it pleaſed the 
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peace fo long as the fun endureth. I muſt fay, 10 ch 
praiſe of God, that 22. intained abundant iowart 
peace; a joy, and peace in believing ;' but a peace with 
2 continual war, O how rare a ſeaſon is it, that I get 
peace from a deſperately wicked heart and a tempti 


devil? 1 long for the out- making of that word, 


Egyptians, whom ye have. ſeen to-day, ye ſhall ſee nd 
more. I am waiting for the ſalvation of God. 
Sir, pray that the Lord may enable me to wait with 


patience, and that he may make me active for gloriſy- 


ing him upon the earth, O praiſe him for what he 


hath already done. I am perſuaded a tribute of praife 
is due to our ſweet and lovely Lord Jeſus from me, a. 
bove. many thouſands.— Sir, O pray for a reviving to 
the poor backſliding Church of Scotland. That the 


conſolations of the Holy Spirit may be multiplied unto 
you, is the deſire of your affectionate friend, 


Ber ge. | MARION LAIRD. 
| 7 17. s. | 


n L E 'T T E R xxVul. 
e dee ee, in Glow 


Beloved Brot heñ in our Lord "TIP | | 
LL I intend at preſent, thro #ivinc Andes 
A is a few obſervations concerning the Lord's way 
with me ſince the 8th of December haft.—O that I could 
commend the Lord and his ways to others, who hath 
firſt commended his love to me. His amazing love, 
and aſtoniſhing condeſcendence hath been ver wot- 
derful unto me; Extol the org with me, Et us exalt 
_ bis name together. 
On the foreſaid 8th of December, being che Sabel 
day, I had a very unpleaſant morning, by teaſda of 
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God, which is my life. Mifs M*Cann aſked me what 
ſermon ſhe would read unto me: I defired her to read 
that ſermon of Mr, Erſkine's, intitled, The promiſing 
Ged a performing God, Whar 1 had my;eye unto, in that 
ſermon was, what the Lord had ſpoken concerning the 
of death: when that day comes, he will do as he 
hath ſaid. It pleafed the Lord to breath upon that 
ordinance ; and made it very refreſhful to me, and 1 
thought to her aifo.; for ſhe faid, Mr. Erſkine's book 
was the fweeteſt book to Ty of all Ry except the 
flblg:*; 777 | 
After ſhe left me, I looked upon the laſt page of 
the ſermon, where there were many promiſes repeated, 
[ rembered that there were but few of them, but what 
the Lord had made, ſometime or other, good to me: 
this remembrance filled my ſoul with unſpeakable jo 
But while I looked upon them, I over-ſtretched 7) 
weak body ſo far, that the exquiſite paig went ſo pier- 
cingly to my heart, that I almoſt fainted. After a lit- 
tle recovery, thoſe two ſcriptores afforded me a feet 
compoſure, and a ſolid ground of meditation: The 
feeble foal be as David, and David as the angel of the N 
Lord: and the lame man ſhall leap as an 21 and the b 
tongue of the dumb ſball ing. All the private duties 
and ordinances I had the priviledge of enjoying that 
night, were very delightful to me, on account of the . 
I ſweet ſavour of Chrift, IT found in them: n 
ace, About two in the en I got the moſt ſweet 
way and foul-ravifhing diſcovery of glorious Chriſt, in forme 
ould Il reſpeRts, that I ever faw in any former period of my 
hath I life. O his garments ſmelle& of myrrh, aloes, and 
love, caſſia The garment of his rig/hteouſneſsis a facrifice 
von: If of a ſweet-fmelling favour : it puts away the ſtinking. 
exalt ſrrour of ſin.— The garment of bis graces caſts a fweer” .. 
I ſmell, when the wind of the Spirit bloweth upon then 
His name'is as ointment poured forth. The ſweet odour 
of his ointment filled the ſpiritual ſenſes of my foul = 
vith a ſweet and pleaſant perfume. Chriſt is the _— 
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teſſence of all odoriferons ſmells; the perfettion of 
beauties : . His mouth is mg ſweet ; Dea, he is altogether 
lovely. 

For two. weeks 1 ſlept little. Bleſſed be God ok 
kept both. my. head and heart very compoſed : my 

thoughts were much enlarged in viewing the love of 
God, the ſpring of our redemption ; the righteonſneſs 
of Chriſt, the channel through which it is conveyed to 
us; his offices and endearing relations, the ground of 
our joy and conſolation. O what a beaſt am I, that 
can love him ſo little ! I think the Lord makes me a 
demonſtration of the power and reality that is in reli 
gion, Parts of my ſkin are extremely ſore, like a burning 
fire; and it is a burden for me to lift up my own hand. 
Glory to him, that notwithſtanding of all this I never 
found a ſweeter compolure of {ſpirit : yea, he made me 
willing to bleſs him for the rod; to bleſs him, becauſe 


Nun was his good pleaſute to afflict me; and to bleſs him, 


becauſe he made me willing to bleſs him: This is the 
Lord's doing, it is marvellous in our eyes. That ſaying 
of St. Paul's was a ſweet word to me, For me to live is 
Chriſt, and v die is gain, I got two large views upon 
it: t. The vanity of that gain which ſo many in the 
world ardently ſeek after, which leaves them comfart- 
leſs. in the day of death. 2. The greatneſs of that 
gain, which they obtain who gain Chriſt : they live up- 
on their gain thro? eternity, and live with their gain: 
their gain will be matter of eternal wonder and praiſe. 
On the 25th of December, I was ſenſible of the 
with-drawing of the divine ſupport. Immediately ! 
began to ſink under the preſſure of my trouble; and I 
was afraid of diſhonouring the Lord by diſcontentment. 
. Glory to God he immediately ſupported me by thoſe 


| I 4 - =F&iptores, Heb. xii. 2. Conſider him, who for the joy 
| that was ſet before him, endured the croſs, and J 


the ſbame : Exod. xv. 23, 24, 25. Chriſt, the tree of 


| life, and the tree of his croſs, ſweetens the bitter wa- 


ter of afflictions. By this I got new ſtrength and new 


SH SEP nin fo co 
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reſignation to the will of God. Upon which the two 
following obſervations occurred to my mind, 1, That 
without Chriſt I could do nothing : I ſaw I could not 
bear my trouble half an hour with contentment: I ſaw 
alſo, that throggh Chrift ſtrengthening me, I could do all 
things. 2. I ſaw they were greatly to be pitied who 
= much en and N of Chriſt to ſweeten 

els: ©: | 

Dear friend, it is but a very little hint 1 can, give 
you, of what the Lord made the ſweet ſubject of my 
meditation, —O-that ye would praiſe him for his divine 
ſupport, to ſo vile a re, Grace and Naas be with. 
you, 


GREENOCK, BH MARION LAIRD. 
Jan, 28. 1766. F TY 1 081 


. 8. I received a line- from: your ſon; but have 
not been able to look over your letter ſisce that 
time; therefore I cannot give you my ſentiments 

concerning what you E only this far, the 
principal thing I can ſee culpable in them, is your 
{in of uabelief, which ye ſee yourſelf.—I long to 
know of your ſpiritual welfare; and alſo of Mrs. 
Glen's welfare, and if ſhe has attained. to any more 
ſubmiſſion to the will of God, with reſpect to an 
outgate from her trouble. 1f ſhe be able I would, 
be lad ſhe would favour me with a lige. Be 
ſo good as indulge me with a return, 5 
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70 ALEXAN DER raren, my Couſin. 


| 

( 
OF Dear and loving Coun, „ 
] 2WE much reſpe&t to you, both by the tie f 

nature, grace, and gratitude. The greateſt kind. j 
neſs 1 Hiak L © can do unto you, if I cobld do it, is © f - 
commend onto you glorious Chriſt, and practical ref. I © 
gion. If I, by the bleſſing of God, could be inſtre- / 
mental in encouraging you to run your race a little n 
ſwifter, it would be the greateſt kindneſs 1 I could do. 
you: Know you not, that they which run in a race, P. 
run all ; but one receiveth the prize ? Ss run that ye A 
may obtain, 1 Cor. ix. 24. It is much for the ck -_ 
fort of runners to know that they are in the way: 
Chrift is the way, the truth, and the life. All ho run 10 
in this way will, in che end, receive a crown of unfad - 
ing glory, and the eternal embraces of him who is a. 1 
together hvely, and the chief among ten thouſand. ' jr 

 Coufin, permit me, at this time, to render a few ad- 
vices to you. And, £ 

1. My firſt advice to you therefore i is to be much If 
in the duty of /elf-examination. Indeed it is above the fe 
reach of either men or angels, to accompliſh a dili- 
gent ſearch of this kind, unleſs the ſearcher of hearts 
take the work in his own hand, and, by his ſearching, 
the light, leading, and guiding power of his word and 
Spirit, effectvally go through it, ye will. paſs a wrong 
ſentence on it, and put darkneſs for light, and light 

for darkneſs. O therefore let your eyes be towards the 
Lord for direction. 

2. Be much in the duty of ſpiritual meditation: 
this is a duty the Lord very much countenances z Thu 
meeteſt him that rejoiceth, and worketh righteouſneſs; . 
thoſe that remember thee in thy ways, Iſa. Ixiv; . : 


ReaetiGriouUs LETTERS. 209 
would commend this duty unto all, ſo far as my word 
X would go, from the ſweet experience I have had of the 
Lord's giving much countenance unto it, Ye may 
have ſweet communion and fellowſhip with God in that 
duty, while you are employed about your lawful cal- 
ling. God has a way of converſing with the believer, 
and the believer has a way of converſing with God, 


ſaid, Riſe up my love, my fair one, and come away, &c. 
And what is faith, but juſt the echo of the ſoul an- 
ſweriog the word of grace? Behold I come unto thee ; 
far thou art the Lord my God. F 


* 


the feuel of faith : faith can as little act without the 


your mind be always like the pot in the ark, filled with 
the manna of the word. A promiſe, hid in the heart, 
may do you ſervice when you have neither acceſs to 
read nor to hear the word preached. Ls 

4. Meditate much upon the promiſes ; they are the 
ſweeteſt lines in Chriſt's love-letter to his ſpouſe : ma- 
jeſty appears in the command, and ſeverity in the 
UI but love and mercy predominates in the 
promiſe, TE. Io e 


of God will be the chief end of your life, and ye will have 
a continual conflict with ſelf, and how to get ſelf- ends 
nortified, —Alas ! I ſee ſelf-ends creeping in on me in 
rery duty: The true circumciſion rejoices in Chrift, 
aving no confidence in the fleſh. Senſe has its only 


allow waters of created grace, experimental attain- 


* dents, marks of grace, and the like : but faith has its 
Fg oundation without the man,, in Chriſt, in God's co- 
Thou ant; in the great and precious promiſes, Mr. Er- 


ine ſays, „It is a legal temper in believers, when 
beir alfurance is loft by challenges. It may be the 
> 0:0 9 Bay rg] 


through Chriſt by faith: My beloved ſpake unts me and 


3. Treaſure up the promiſes in your mind: they are | 


promife, as fire can burn without feuel : therefore let 


Dear Couſin, live a life of faith upon the Son of God. 
| je be living by faith upon the Son of God, the glory | 


oundation and confidence within; it treads in the 
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man enjoys a ſweet meaſure of aſſurance ; but behold 


2 ſin prevaileth, and conſcience challengeth him: there- 


upon he razeth all. This is an evidence of a legal 
temper; contrary to that goſpel ſpirit ye may ſee acted 
in David, Pſal. Ixv. 3. Iniguity prevaileth againſt me; it 

| prevaileth againſt my heart and againſt my will; againſt 
my prayers, againſt my ſecret wreſtlings and groans, 
and againſt my reſolutions. Shall I thereypoa rraze 
the foundation of my faith? No; I will fly to the a- 
toning. blood of the Lamb of God to eleanſe and purge 
both from the guilt and power of fin, and maintain my 


| confidence i 1 him: As for our iniquities thou ſhalt purge 


them away 

Couſin, are ye indeed engaged in the battle with 
the nations ? Know for your encouragement, that the 
Lord your God will drive them out from before yon 
by little and little. Put the nations in the hand of 
your captain to deſtroy them; and endeavour, in ſo 
doing, the daily exerciſe of faith and prayer. Pray 
for a reviving to the backſliding age ye live in,—That 
grace and peace may be with you, is the Saas deſire 
of your Couſin, | 


EK. aten LAIRD 
March 5 With e 


* E FFF XXIX. 
To Mr. 5 G r, in Glaſgow. 


Dear and lwing Friend, and beloved of our Lol 


RECEIVED your letter from your ſon. Ob 

part of it was very ſweet and refreſhful ; the other 
part of it was very bitter: what of Chriſt that was 
it, was ſweet to me; but to hear of the ani 
profeſſors, was exceeding bitter. 

1 have had. the * to ſee much of: the 


changeableneſs of. the creature theſe eight years of my 
affliction. Mr. Brooks faith, * A ſummer friend I 
1 value not; but a winter friend is worth his weight. 


of ſome of my acquaintances; and while I was em- 
ployed in thinking upon them, Iſa. liv. 10. was brought 
to my mind: But my loving-kindneſs ſhall not depart 
from thee ; neither ſhall the covenant of my peace be re- 
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view of the unchangeable love of God, than I could 
my bare got in all the creatures. ; 
rge All T intend, at preſent, is'to obſerve unto you A 

. Wl few of the aſtoniſhing acts of the loving-kindaels of the 
Lord which are great and wonderful. 

[ would obſerve unto you, what took place when 
the ſacrament of the Lord's ſupper was diſpenſed: laſt 
at Crawfurd's-dyke. I deſire to ſpeak it to the praiſe 
of God, who worketh in us both to will and to do of his 
good pleaſure. It pleaſed the Lord often to lay upon 
my Spirit a concern for a day of power, and of the., 
Lord's preſence to miniſter's and people. Upon the 
Saturday that word ran in my mind, Sanctiſy. your- 


you, Joſhua iti. 5, On the Sabbath, when I was eſ⸗- 
laying prayer, it was impreſſed on my mind, to plead 
that the Lord would breath upon that text of ſcripture 
Mr. Cock was then to preach upon. This put me to a 
ſtand ; for I was afraid the impreſſion had come from 
Satan, who is very ſubtile, and ready to inject ſome- 

\ FW thing upon the mind to draw the heart off the object 
Nock worſhip, I reaſoned with myſelf, and faid, Why 
5 I dhould I limit the holy One of Iſrael to one part of his 
One I word beſides another? 1 then deſired that the Lord 
other I would ſhine upon that, or any other part of his word 
as jo that was for his own glory. I was much enlarged in 


gs of pleading. to that purpoſe; and while 1 was pleading, . 


la. xxxii. 2. was brought to my mind, with ſuch ſin- 
£- we gulacity attending it, as really made me think it was 
D 


d 2 
1 FT. 


OI 
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« of gold.“ I was thinking upon the changeableneſs 


moved; jaith the Lord. There I got a manifold ſweeter 


ſelves, for to-morrow the Lord will do wonders among | 


3 


1 


#4 - RtiiGcrovs LET TEA. 
the text. A large field occurred to me from 
for meditation. I only obſerve three l unt 
: 1. 1 got a very ſweet and heart - affecting view of the 
Max whois a hiding-place from the wind, and a covert 

From the tempeſt, taking the law-room of guilty ſinners, 
and windy tempeſt of God's wrath breaking upon the 
head of our glorions Surety, when Jehovah ordered 
the fword of juſtice to awake againſt the man that ii 
God's Fellow, and fmite the ſbepherd, till the ſword of 
Juſtice got ſatisfaction in his blood. Herein ſhines che 
manifold wiſdom of God in that glorious device of fal- 
vation, 

2. I got a view of the diftreſſed condition of the 
wretched ſinner, forced to Sinai, where God deſcend- 
_ __eth in all the awful circumſtances of his terrible ma- 

jeſty, thunderings, and curſes : Gal. iii. 10. Curſed. 

every one that continueth not in all things 12 are uit. 

ten in the book of the law to do them. 3 h 

3. When Chriſt apprehends a ſinner by his Spirit, 
5 enables them to apprehend him by faith, O with 

what pleaſure do they then ſit down under his ſhadow; 
the covert of his blood and righteouſneſs is a Wert 
ſhadow. Many other things occurred to me, viz. 
What he is a ſhadow from, arid what ſort of a ſhadow 
he is.—But I leave thoſe things to your own miedita- 
I aſked one where Mr. Cock had his text; ſhe faid, 


ing love of God, that condeſcendeth ſe very low, that 
ore a poor priſoner want preaching, he will preach 
himſelf by his word and Spirit. : 
On another Sabbath, as I was looking on Iſa; xli. 
6. I was ſurprized with a raviſhing view both of the 
giver and the gift. I, the glorious Jehovah, ſpeakiog 
to his eternal and well-beloved Son; I will give ti 
for a covenant of the people. Such power and tweet 
neſs; light and life, did accompany thoſe words, whi 


Ifa, xxxii. 2. Then I was-amazed at the condeſcend- 


Rettcrovs LET , 23 
made me often repeat theſe words over and over, my 


life, my life, till my ſtrength failed me, — my 


thoughts were almoſt ſwallowed u p in wonder. I got 
leave to appropriate Chriſt to myſelf as my righteouſ- 
neſs, my wiſdom, and my ſtreugth. In a word, I ſaw 
nothing but wants and imperfections in, wyſelk; but 
I faw all that I ſtood in need of in glorious Chriſt : 
and much of the day was ſpent in travelling betwixt 
his fulneſs and my emptineſs.— Glory to God in the 
higheſt, that Sabbath-days were never ſweeter to me, 
ſince wanted public ordinances, than they were the 
laſt ſummer : ordinary Sabbarhs were as high commu- 
nion-days. 

I deſire you, and other friends, would help a divonr © 


to pay the debt of praiſe to our ſweet and altogether- 


lovely Lord Jeſus —O that I could, by the bleſſing of 


God, raiſe your eſteem of him higher who is the per- 
feftion of beauty: His mouth is maſt ſweet ; yea, he is 
altogether lovely. My foul was fo raviſhed with his 
beauty and 3 — excellency, that the firſt fight 
ever I ſaw of him I would gladly have gone to heaven 
with him.— That his conſolations may be multiplied 
unto you, is the a of your Siſter, in the Le a 


GREEN O I: e, MARION LAIRD. 
April 10. 1766. 5 
P. S. I would count it a p great ted if you 
would deſire any of your Chriſtian acquaintan 
when they are coming to this place, to be ſo —4 
as give a call, and converſe a little with me. I 


have been much refreſtied with ſome who have 


C4 


done fo from your city. MI. L. 


* 


22 « ners of Adam's family, ſuch as ye are.“ I defire 
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a: err RESIDES 
To James WiLs0N, my Brother-in-law, | 


Loving and affeftionate Brother, 


O N the receipt of yours, I endeavoured to attend 
to the contents of it : And therein I e 
ſeveral things. 

I, Ye ſay, I would know if we be lovers of out 
Lord Jeſus.” It is true; but I am not ſatisfied with 
ſo general an anſwer. If ye be lovers of God, your 
love to him is a fruit of his love to you; and you have 
been convinced of your natural emnity againſt him, 

© and ſee that you could never have loved him, - unlels 
he had firſt manifeſted himſelf to you. Some ſpeak as 
if it were natural for them to love God: poor creatures, 
they never ſaw nor conſidered that they were born with 
a dagger of enmity in their heart againſt God. True 
lovers of God, have ſeen” their want of love to God, 
and the ſtrength and power of their enmity agaioſt IJ the 
him; and have gotten it broken, in ſome meaſure, in Wot 
a day of his power, me 

2. Ye ſay, * There are two ſorts of. ſons of God: vo 
« the one by generation, the other by adoption.” INI | 
know none that are the ſons of God by generation; but I vat 
his beloved Son, by eternal and ineffable generation, and 
who is co-equal, co- eſſential, and co- eternal with the the 
TO Iſa. liii. 8. ho ſtall: declare his generation. beli 

. Ye ſay, * I bleſs him that he died for. ſuch fin- unt 
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ye would beware of. a general faith, condemned by our 
national covenant, as a branch of popery. A genre 

perſuaſion of the mercy of God in Chriſt, and of BB 
aillogoeſs and n to ſave ſinners, will not do the 
buſineſs. 5 
1 would aſk you how the ſaints come to ks 


” . 
* , 4 * 
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knowledge of the love of God? I anſwer, they get it 
by believing his love to them in Chriſt, with applica- 
tion to themſelves; 1 John iv. 16, We have known the 
Father, and believed the love of God to us. Divine love 
acts freely; God dwells not with us upon any terms 
conditionally ; nor valuable conſiderations in us. We 

| can neither beg heaven, nor buy it; it muſt be given 

nd us: therefore let not the greateſt civiliſt preſume, nor 
ed the greateſt ſinner deſpair : God's love is firſt on the 
field ; dark threatening providences are attended with 
zur bringing his people's ſins to remembrance ; as you may 
ith I fee, 1 Kings xvii. 18. And ſbe ſaid, Art thou come to 
oor Jay my ſon, and bring my fin to remembrance. Hath 
ave the Lord, by the death of your childeen, and the rod 

im, upon yourſelf, been bringing your ſins to remembrance? 

leſs W bath he been diſcovering to you your wicked heart, 

E as MW and polluted nature? and been telling you all things 

res, that ever you did, and thereby diſcovered to you the 

rich © abſolute need ye have of Chriſt? The convictions of 

f the Spirit are humbling, and tend to make the ſoul 

deſpair of help in itſelf, or in God out of Chriſt : but 

the temptations of Satan tend to make the ſoul deſpair 
of hope in Chriſt, or in God through him. The for- 
mer ſhuts the door of acceſs by the law, but Satan 
would ſhut the door of acceſs by the goſpel. | 

I would have you carefully diſtinguiſh betwixt your 
warrant to believe, and power to believe; yout right 
and warrant to believe is grounded on the goſpel-offer : 
the promiſgs, together with God's commanding you to 
believe, conſtitute your warrant to believe, and make 
ſin-unbelief your fin: but power to believe, is from the 
efire Spirit of God, in his ſaving operations.—O therefore 

7 our ey to God, for the powerful operations of the Spirit 

geralF'o accompany the diſpenſations of the word. | 

il underſtand you have been perplexed about the 

| meaning of ſome ſcriptures : perhaps you know not 

well whether they came by the Spirit of God, or from 

Ran, I will give you a note of Mr. Erſkine's upon 


ue 
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that head; he Gith, A word that cometh from 81 
tan bears Satan . image, which is pride and-unhalingls, 
and tendeth to make a man proud and carnal. © But a 
word from God, bears God's image, and maketh a man 
holy and humble.” He further faith, A promiſe of 
- - the Lord is always a glaſs wherein the glory of the 
Lord n whereby the ſoul is changed from 
glory to g net by the Spirit of the Lord.“ Whatever 
your burdens are, caſt your burdens upon the burden. 
blink of Iſrael, and he will bear you and your burden 
doth. © Caſt yourſelf over upon him, and your 
him, and all that concerns you, either for time 

or erernity z and he will make a good account of all 
that is committed to him. That the Lord may enable 

5 you, by his grace, ſo to'do, is the deſire of your AE, 


Gxzunock, MARION. LATRD. 
© May r6. 1765. | 1 
| 4 * © ales m1 
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P. 4 . aud * Siſter be frequencly plead: 

| | horas in afogces the promiſes are God's 

| bord; and God's bond is to be purſued. in the 

, court 'of grace, at the throne of grace. Far theſe 

things will I be enquired of by the houſe of hath 

This was David's way; Lord remember the. word 

oa eee 2 8 
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a 
% L K* TT I n XXX1. 
- _To Mr. BY, G e, in Glaſgow. Fe 
— Loving Brother in our Lord Jeſus, 
"+ [EXD not how ſoon the Lord may finiſh, his 
a work with me, and cut it ſhort in righteouſneſs, - 
ten That hath been a very ſweet word to me ſince I faw you, 
nil Heb. x. 37. Fur yet à little while, and he that ſball 
re eme, will came, and till nat ferry. O pray, that the 
Lord may enable me to ſpend that little while to his 
glory. O that time would fly away, that eternity 


would come : then farewel faith, and welcome viſion; 
farewel hope, and welcome fruition z farewel grace, 
and welcome glory; farewel partial communion with 
God, and welcome uninterrupted and everlaſting com- 
munion 'with my God. 

I was ill for ſome weeks after you was here: 1 was 
ſeized with ſuch a fleepy- condition, that I could do + 
nothing but cry for life from the life-giving God. O 
for activity to 7 him, I found the ſweet and 
great advantage of having one at the Father's right · 
hand, whom I could conkdently ruſt, with all that 
1% 1 intend to give you a litile account of what was the 
A ubje&t of my meditation on the firſt day of May hſt. 
Wl intend to do it in the order it occurred to me. It 
1 hath been the Lord's way with me, under my trouble, 
+, Wotten to give me a new meal upon old experiences 
and ordinarily, when he doth fo, he diſcovers ſome 

Wiccret purpoſes I faw not before, I think the Lord is 
iu making out that truth to a believer, which be ſpoke 
to Peter, What I do now, thou knoweſt not ; but. thou 

a know hereafter. On the foreſaid day I was led to 
ke a view of my wicked heart, and pollutted nature, 
4p the Sal of the holy "y of God : when I view my- 

| g 70 f 
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| brance a very pleaſant and refreſhing view of the ſweet 


) 


- congregation, or ſome. of my near relations. For. of a 


- to carve out for me in the world, however diſtreſſing 
No fin was I influenced to reſolve againſt more that 
tbe fin of diſcontentment; the Lord knew that this 


2 


but a view of the love of God, and the enmity of my 


O the light, life, and power that then accompanied 
ſo much of the wind of joy, that I would have been 


that lay heavy upon my ſpirit, counterbalanced: my 


— * \ 
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ſelf there, O but my face looks fonl ; every ſtep of my 
life fills. me with abhorrence; and makes me cry, Us. 
clean, unclean : but the fin of unbelief appeared to be 
the head and ſhoulders higher than all the reſt, 0 


own heart, is matter of wonder. 
Upon the back of this, the. Lord brought to my remem: 


and glorious days I had in hearing the goſpel-in-Craw- 
furd's-dyke, from the year 1753, to the end of 1757, 


the goſpel ! The fails of my foul were often filled with 
in danger of being overſet, had not many other-weights, 


joy. One of theſe three lay heavy upon my ſpiti, 
via. either the caſe of the Church, or the caſe of the 


truth, zeal for the glory of God never burnt hotter 
than when he admitted me neareſt to himſelf.— The 
glorious manifeſtation of the love of God in Chriſt, 
often influenced me to embrace the Lord as all my al- 
vation and all my deſire; and to give myſelf away to 
him, without any known guile. The Lord is my wit- 
neſs, my conſcience is witneſs, the timber and walk 
of that houſe are witneſles, to the many ſweet days 
have had in it, although much of the ſcum of ccr- 
ruption hath caſt up ſince that time. I dare appeal to 
the ſearcher of hearts, | never rued the bargain : No, 


. no. I would not take my word again for a thouſand 


worlds. I ſaw glorious Chriſt, and the fulneſs of God 
in him, to be ſuch a ſoul- enriching portion, ,ahatFoi- 
ten reſolved, through his grace, to be content With 
him for my portion, and with any lot he was pleaſed 


was the ſide I was to be moſt tried at —At this iim 


T - - 
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Gatan ſet ſore upon me, and-tempted to envy the pro- 
ſperity of others z u fin oppoſite to the holy ya, of 
God, which requireth full contentment, - I was made 
to ſay upon the matter; but in another ſenſe; as Ha- 
man Taid of Mordecai, Eſther v. 13. What doth it avail 
me, while Mordecai ſits at the king j gate? I was made 
to ſay upon the matter, What would worldly riches / 
or honours avail me, while I want conformity to God's 
law; and while my corruptions are in the gate of king ) 
Jeſus coming into my heart? What would it avail me, 
o poſſeſs all ſublunary enjoyments, in the moſt afflu- 
ent manner, while »theſe uneaſy thorns of corruption 
remain ? The ſweet and ſoul-reviving diſcoveries that 
I got of glorious Chriſt, The brightneſs of the Fa- 
her's glory, and the expreſs image of his heren, and all 
te perfections of God ſhining gloriouſly in him; theſe 
glorious ſights, I ſay, much darkened all created glo- 
ries to me: thereby the power of that temptation was 
broken.—O that thoſe things may excite you, and o- 
ther friends, to praiſe and thankfulneſs to God for his 
ibundant grace to me, the chief of ' ſioners,. That 
race and truth A be with r you, is the ue of your 
nend, e 


n e. | MARION LAIRD. 


June to. 1766. 
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To Mr, RoBERT STEWART, in Paiſtey. 


7 


Dear and loving Couſin, 


OUR. letter, dated July 1oth, came to pant ky 
You aſk me that queſtion our Lord aſked the 
Phariſees, Matth. xxli. 42. What think ye of Chriſt? 
+ is ver little 1 can either ſpeak or think of him. O 
for the t of wiſdom and revelation, in the knows 
E e'2 


| ſelves by this rule: for, as our thoughts are, fo are pf 


thoughts of Chriſt are very high and honourable": he 


ſoul: and the ſweet perfume of it bad an abiding im- 


T7 
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God! Cad hath anointed him with the oil of joy above his 


Becauſe of the good ſavour of his ointment, his name "i 


i whitr and ruddy, the chief among ten thouſand : bis 


ledge of Chriſt! As we may expect to be exile 
and catechiſed by God, with re to our " 
as well as our actions; ſo eſpecially of 2 the 
concerfiing Chriſt : and as God will judge 

by our thoughts, ſo we ought to judge arp ery he 


A © » rr .. co 


— — 


Prov. xXiii. 7. Yea, God's thoughts of us are 

ing as out thoughts are of Chriſt; 15 we think nothing 
of Chriſt, God thinks nothing of us: if we think high 
ly of Chriſt, God thinks highly of us in him. God's 


"<< > 


=D 
OR 


is the darling of his Father's delight, Iſa. xlii. 1. Woes 
me that I can think fo little of Chriſt the anointed of 


"SS 2D 


— 
| ws 


Fellewus. Altho' I can thiak little or nothing of Chriſt, 
to his praiſe I deſire to ſpeak it, I have ſometimes get 
ſuch a manifeſtation of his glory, and ſuch a ſmell of 
his ointment, that the ſweet odour thereof filled my 


S 57 © 


s 


preſſion for ſome days. O his name ſmelled of heaven 


as ointment poured forth —O ! his garments ſenellec of 
heaven; all his garments ſmelled of aloes, myrrh, and 
caſſia, out of the ivory palaces. The garment of bis 
righteouſneſs is 2 ſacrifice of a ſweet - fmelling ſavout 
unto God: the ſweet perfume thereof puts away the 
ſticking ſmell of fin. The garment of his graces caſf- 
eth forth a ſweet ſmell, when the wind of the Spirit 
bloweth upon them: when the north and ſouth wind 
awaketh, the ſpices ſendeth forth a pleaſant ſmell : fe ch. 


rr 


head is as the der g fine gold ; his FK. is as Lebo- 
non; more excellent than the cedars: his mouth * 0 
Fwweet ; yea, he is altogether lovely. 

Lou aſk me what 1 ” think of Chriſt's fuſleringh' inf 
garden and on the croſs. I think we act not faith 
«dough for redemdrion, unleſs we follow Chriſt from 


the croſs to the bar of God's s juſtice court in Fe 


\ 7 A 
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nous meeting, 
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to ſee all ſealed and ſecured within the vail, where his 
blood is expoſed, ag it were, to plead at the bar, where 
mercy and juſtice both meet together, and embrace 
each other. What views have you got of the glory of 
God ſhining in the face of Jefus Chriſt, and of thoſe 
attributes of God meeting and embracing each other 


in him? Have you ſeen the glory, and felt the virtue 


of this happy meeting? Have you feen the glory of it ? 
When once a day you had ſeen the attributes of God 
in arms againſt you, becauſe of your ſin and rebellion 
againſt him; when you"ſaw the truth of God ready 
pronouncing; the ſentence of the law, and his righte- 
neſs and juſtice ready to execute the ſentence, and to 
inflict the ſame with curſes and vengeance, that you 
deſpaired of mercy, that you give up all expectation of 
peace with God, by the works of the law; haye you 
thereupon, I ſay, got a view of the harnionious meets 
ing of the divine attributes of God in Chriſt Jeſus, as 

the Surety, the Sacrifice, the Ranſom, the Propitiation, 
wherein the truth and veracity of God is accampliſhed;' 
righteouſtels and juſtice fatisfied ; that ſo mercy and 
peace might vent gloriouſly, without the leaſt detri- 
ment to any of the excelleneies and perfections of God? 
The more clear views you have of this happy and glo- 
the more ſtability in the faith. What 
is your reaſon for deſiring the Spirit, eſpectally at the 
tour of death? Is it for that end that you may he en- 
abled to glorify God thereby? The glory of God ſhovid 
de our chief end in every thing. And what is the 
chief end of God? It is even that he may glorify him- 
ſelf in all his perfections, and enjoy himſelf for ever? 
And how doth God moſt brightly glorify himſelf ? It 
us in Chriſt, the meeting-place of theſe perfetions, 
with a view to our redemption, to the higheſt praiſe. 
and glory of his grace, whereby be hath made us ac 
(pted in the Beloved, Eph. i. 6. 

By: reaſon of x. preſent diſtreſs, I muſt break of 
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Let me have the help of your prayers, with others of 
your vue N your r Couſin, 


BNOCK, | MARION LAIRD. 


08/6, 1766. 


4. 9 82 T E R XXXIII. 
10 Mr. E. 6, in cluſtru. 


Loving and affeflionate Brother in Chriſt, * 


1 your letter, dated the 2d 1 of A 
I defire to bleſs the Lord for the ſweet re- 


Fas nu 7 found in it, and for your kindneſs unto me, 


who am leſs than the leaſt of the Lord's mercies.—O 
what-am I, or what is my Father's houſe, that hither: 
to the Lord hath helped me?: ——That day I heard of 
Mrs.'Ewing's falling before the temptation ; a fin againſt 
the very light of nature, and law of God, Thou ſbalt 
not kill, Exod. xx. 13. I was ſore grieved : deaths of 


that nature have been very ſhocking unto me; until 


the Lord brought to my remembrance the-many great 
deliverances he had wrought for myſelf, which was 


matter for a ſong of praiſe to my great deliverer. 1 


had no intent to write any more of that temptation, 
having written thereof before; but I am conſtrained 
to it by theſe words, Strengthen thy brethren ; and 


Quenebh not the Spirit, All I intend is to mention a 


few of thele deliveragces; and, O that you and all that 


heard thereof may be excited to a ſong of praiſe to Gad, 


and enconraged to ſet your hope in him, who never 
ſuffered me to be tempted above what he made we able 
to bear. Glory to his name. 

About the end of September 1741, I was u much 2 


fraid I had committed the fin againſt the Holy Ghoſt: 


| then Satan tempted me to put an end to my miſerable 
ke; he often preſented inftruments for that 3 
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which- made me to tremble. Then the Lord ſaid to 
me, Fear nat, I haue the keys hell and of death, Rev. 
i, 18. That week I heard Mr. Ballantine preach : at 
the cloſe of his ſermon, he offered Chriſt to every man 
and woman on this ſide of hell. The offer was very 
ſuitable to my caſe ; my neceſſity was ſo great, I muſt 
not ſtahd doubting whether I had committed the ſin 
againſt the Holy Ghoſt or not: I muſt have Chriſt, or 
] ſhall periſh without him.—And over all the oppoſi- . 
tion I was made to ſay, Lord, I believe: helþ thou mine. 
unbelief. Ls ot hn 8 N 

By the long experience I had of that temptation, I 
obſerved there was always ſomething in my diſpoſition 
Satan ſuited the temptation unto : he alſo made ule of 
motives to perſuade- me to it, and fall in with it; as 
may be obſerved in his temptations: to our Lord in the 
4th of Matthew, It was my ſiaful unbelieving way 
to miſtruſt the power and faithfulneſs of God; and fo _ 
| was often in fear of falling. And this was the ma» 
tive Satan made longeſt uſe of, viz. that the longer 
I continued a profeſſor of religion, I would diſhonour. 
God the more at the end of it. O what could be more 
grieving to me than the thoughts of diſhonouring Godi 
for often the Lord kept in my view the great diſhonour 
the committing that ſin would be unto him: and to 
his praiſe I have cauſe to ſpeak it, that the more Satan 
tempted me to diſhonopr God, he made zeal; for bis 
own glory to burn the hotter ; which made me often; 
anſwer Satan to this purpoſe, ** Shall I thus diſhogour 
the Lord? Shall I grieve the ſpirits of his people? 
Shall I commit this great wickedneſs, and fin againſt 
% God? No, no: through his grace I never, will,” 
Yet my reſolutions were accompanied with fo much 
fear, as made me often look to my once tempted, hut 
now exalted Lord, with the tear in my ehe, and ſay, 
Lord, make thy grace ſufficient for ma 

One evening, as I was upon the ſtreet, Satan via»: 
ently aſſaulted me to go into the ſea and drown my- 
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Satan then fell upon me, as made my joiats to-ſhake, 
fo that it was much for me to walk home; and when 
I came to the door, I found nobody withia : 1 Was 1. 
frafd to go imo the houfe left Satan ſhould get power 
over me. When thus perplexed; then that ſweet word 
came, Pfalin cxxi. 8. The Lord ſhall preſerve thy going 
but, and thy coming in, from this time forth, even for 
- ever morr.— In the firm faith of this, 1 entered the 
itouſe, ſhut the door, and went to my knees. I pot 
very near acceſs to God, which was always my relief, 
| One day, a day very remarkable for communion and 
n fellowſhip with God, when employed about my lawfyl 
. calling, as F was in a room, with a knife in my hand, 
Satan made a new aſſault, to put a period to my life. 
O bleſſed be the Lord, who helped me above the feat 
of Satan: I anſwered d « Be it known unto thee, 
„O thou reſtleſs enemy, that in God my glory is placed, 
and my ſalvation is ſure.” On the Sabbath day fob n 
lowing, it pleaſed the Lord to draw aſide the vail, and wh 
give me a olimpfe of the glory of the whole Trinity: Nvit 
lo .* great, and foul-raviſhing was the glory ef N you 
God, that ſhined in the face of Jeſvs Chriſt, that I was 
ſo far ſwallowed up in beholding that divine glory, 
that nature was much waſted. I had a ſweet imprel. 
fion of that glorious ſight until the next Sabbath morn- 
ing: then my Beloved was gone; and my heart, that p 
is a magazine of hell, where corruptions lie like a bar- 
rel of gun-powder, ready to take fire with every ſpark 
of temptation, when. blown up by helliſh injections 
from Satan, into ſuch a flame that I was afrighted at 
the ſight, and abhorred myſelf, that ever ſuch upbe- 
coming thoughts of God ſhould come into my mind. 
I then aroſe and went to duties, to ſeek the Lord; but 
I found him not. Thea I went to the public 'ordi 


nances, where I found him the day before; but I found 
Him not there, I wiſt not then what to do, nor Where 
to find him: then I remembered that the diſciples wen! 
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to the place where Jeſns was wont to reſort; I then 
went to a ſeeret place where I had found him fome- 
times before : by this time I had loſt the ſweet and 
lively impreſſions of a reconciled God in Chriſt ; and 
the awful majeſty of God made me afraid to approach 
unto him in prayer. I ſat down aſtoniſhed ;- I was 
greatly diſtreſſed" by the hell of corruption that was 
within: then Satan came with his old temptation, and 
repreſented the water in the place. The motive he 
— uſe of was, that by putting an end to my own 
life, I would get an etid of fin. "The Lord then fea- 
ſopably appeared for my help, and ſaid unto me, He 
that endureth to the end, the Ad ſhall be ſaved, Matth. 
xxiv. 13. O Sirs, when our ſweet and, lovely Lord 
Jeſus comes to à poor ſinger, O what a train of 
ng he brings along with him! He rebuked the 
devil; he rebuked a raging ſea of corruption; be com- 
manded a peace in my foul; He put a neu ſong in my 
mouth, even praiſes to our Cod. That the God of peace, 
who ſhall bruiſe Satan ſhortly under our. feet, may be 
vith yon, and all the Ifrael of God," is the deſire of 
your Siſter, in the Lord, | 
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CREENOCK, MARION LAIRD. 
Nov. 11. 1766. 5 "LP RD TY 


p. S. I wrote you ſome ſmall hints of the ſanctiſi- 

ed effects of thoſe temptations, by the Lord's 
bleſſing upon them. I have ſeen them to be wiſe - 
ly ordered of God for the reaſons mentioned in | 
my letter of January 7th, «764.—The two Sab- 
baths, mentioned above, Mr. Cock preached on 

, Pal. lvii. 1. Be merciful unto me, © God ; be mer- 
0 l unto me ; becauſe my ſoul truſtethᷣ in thee : yea, 
in the ſhadow of thy wings will 1 make my r, 
unt i theſe calamities be overpaſt. 


1 F. 


w rieten, LOT raste 
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+ an 
"Ying and affetionate Brother i in Chriſt, , 
1 W AS refreſhed. by your two letters. O. that! 
could bleſs God for the opening up of the fountain 
of the great depth of his everlaſting love, and for the 
revelation of his Son Jeſus Chriſt.—By reaſon of my hi 
diſtreſſed and weak condition, I am very unable to ſpeak Ml 4, 
to you, though my friend is very willing to write what 
I ſay. I am waiting a call from the Lord to be gone, MW 5 
Pray the Lord, that he may enable me to honour him 5 
while in life, and at death, All I intend, at preſent, yo 
if the Lord enable to it, is to give you a {mall hint of Wy 
what is moſt remarkable in my exerciſe, ſince I lat fh. 
wrote you. I have had ſome violent aſſaults from $ wi 
tan; and the low caſe of Zion at this day lies alſo 
heavy upon my ſpirit: the cauſe that is —— will az 
not abide down : When the Lord Gall build up Aion 
ſhall appear in his glory, Pſalm cii. 16, 
One day I was in a difficulty about a duty I was en; 
gaged in: I wiſt not how to manage it, either to the 
glory of God or the edification of others. I went to 
the Lord by prayer, for direction; and that ſcripture 
came to mind, James i. 5. If any of you lake Mn 
let him aſk it of God, who giveth to all men liberally, 
| upbraideth nat. I was enlarged in pleading ty — 
making of it; and got ſomething of a view both of the 
faithfulneſs of God, and of his boundleſs liberality: 
And will not your heavenly Father give the Holy Shin 
to them that aſk it of him? Luke Xi. 13. I was {ud 
denly aſſaulted by Satan with that temptation, When 
is it ſaid in all the ſcriptures, Let a woman aſt wi 
dam of Cod? I wiſt not how to anſwer the enenay, i 


- I did not mind a ſcripture that read that way: trox 
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K difficulty I intended to hold faſt my perſuaſion, I bad 
bormerly attained unto. I believed that woman ſinned 


i Adam, and fell with hitm - in- his firſt tranſgreſſion z. 


believe alſo, that the way of their recovery out of 


chat miſerable Nate is by the ſecond Adam, the Lord 
Jeſas Chriſt, whom God hath ſet forth to be a propitia-'  » 


in through faith in his blood, to declare his righteouſneſs 
1 er the remiſſion of ſins that are paſt, through the for. 


ain WI tearance of God, Rom, iii, 25. 3, notwithſtanding I got 
the WF not my mind fully releaved, till it pleaſed the Lord, in 


his free love and adorable ſovereignty, to bear in thoſe 
ak WI words with a ſweet refreſhing: power, light, and life 


vhat accompanying them; He who ſpared not hit own Son, 


one, Wh but delivered him up to the death for Us ALL, how ſhall he 
him W vt with him freely give Us ALL things? and, All are. 
ent, yours, and ye are Chriſt's, and Chriſt 1s Cod. Rom. 
rü. 32. 1 Cor. iii. 23.— With theſe many all thing: 
that God giveth with Chriſt, I ſaw that God giverh 
wiſdom alſoo. * e 

The laſt day of December a very remarkable 
day with me, for much {ſweet communion and fellow- 
ſhip with God in Chriſt, —In the moring I was very 
diſtreſſed, and found ſome reluctance prevailing with 
me at my preſent affliction. This is an evil, that, by 
the grace of God, I deſire to keep a watchful eye up- 
on. I cryed to, the Lord that he would enable me to 
drink the cup he hath given me to drink, not by con- 
ſtraint, but with ſubmiſſion to his holy will: for I am 
perſuaded infinite wiſdom is at the mixing my cup; 


ptute 
ſdon, 
Out 
of the 
N hers 
ſt wif 


Fairh's views of the rod, in the hand of a loving Fa- 
ther, in the hand of the God and Father of our Lord 
jeſus Chriſt; this, I ſay, ſweetens a bitter cup: that 
tweet word was borne in, John xx. 17. I aſcend unto 
my Father, and your Fat her; to my God, and your God. 
duch a ſweet ſenſe of the love of God accompanied 
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and infinite power ſupports and upholds me under it. 


ul 


dem, as ſwallowed up almoſt the ſenſe of the preſent * 
WE trouble, Bleſſings for ever flow upon thy bead, © 
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Emmanuel: the bleflicg ofvihem that were ready to 
periſh be upon thee. "Alas"! for my narrow thought 
of him, and his doundleſs love : my narrow veſſel can 
take in little of the divine glory. It is a ſaying of Ru- 
therfoord' s, It is glory that will make our veſſel; 
„ tight.“ When but a dark view through the glak 

of the promiſes of ſome of the perfections of God, "al 
the ſoul, ſo that nature is like to be exhauſted, O-what 
need do I fee for glorious Chriſt to change this vile bo- 
dy, and to faſhion it like unto his glorious body ? Then 
I will be made meet to behold all the divine perfect] 
ons of God ſhining gloriouſly in the perſon of the God- 
man, The brightneſs of the Father's glory, and the ex- 
preſs image of his perſon. Well may his name be called, 
ul, in whom all the divine perfections meet. 
po that remarkable day, I had occaſion to ſpeak to 
ſows friends that viſited me; but I found it a difficulty 
to ſpeak to them by reaſon of weakneſs : I deſired 
them to join with me in prayer and praiſes to God for 
the revelation of his well-beloved Son, the Lord Jeſus 
Chriſt.— After eight clock at night, the ſweet ſenſe 
of the love of God was much abated. Sometlmes it 
hath been the caſe with me, when my ſweet and alto- 
her-Jovely Lord goes away, he leaves behind him 
a ſenſe of the want of his prefence, and ſuch ve 
hement deſires of ſoul after him, that a whole creation 
could neither eaſe nor pleaſe my ſoul till he came again! 
This made me often think, that by the grace of God que 

I would rather be in a fiery furnace, with Chriſt's gra-Ebut 


| . cjous preſence, than in health without him. The az day 


6 * our Lord Jeſus Chriſt be with you, you 
Ned 

Gait ** MARION LAIRD, ligh 
ae 24. 1 | "iP | by 
3 [ 


. n Dear friend, I have not book able to Uribe bool 
vou what L intended. by reaſon of my weak -attdidco 
- (&iftrefled condition, 1 deſire your prayers to Godin h 
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with the prayers of other friends, for the uſe of 
reaſon and ſpeech; and that tho Lord may enable 
me to glorify him therewith, Ge my kind re- 
ſpects to Mrs. Glen, and other friends: let me 
have your favourable returns, if it pleaſe the Lord 
Sen me in the 9 net 5 . 


ö 
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'To Mrs. SIR, in Glaſgow. 45 EY 


"Dea and bying Ser, in aur Lord zul. pu, com> 
panton in aſũictian, 


ET hath been my deſre and prayer to God, * 7 
word from himſelf, to ſpeak unto you; and while 
[ was alkiog it, theſe two ſeriptures were borne in up- 
on wy mind, Plalm xlvi. 5. God is in the midft of her; 
foe ſball not be moved ; Gad ſhall help her, and that right 
aurly with ta xl: 1, 2. Comfort ys my people, ſaith 
your God ; ſpeak comfortably to Feruſaiem, and cry unto 
ter, that her warefare is accompliſhed, that her iniquity 
u pardoned ;" for de hath received of the Lord's hand 
tbuble for all her fins: Your /wirefare is accompliſhed. 
in your glorious Head and Hufband, the Lord Jeſus 
ion Chriſt ; and he will fee to the actual accompliſhment 
in! Wot it, in all his members: They ſhall be more than con- 
querors, through him that bued them,, Think ye not 
but that a good day is worth the waiting for? The 
day of your death will be a better day than the day cf 
pour birth; a day in which all ſorrow will be ſwallbw- 
Id up of joy; all darkneſs will be ſwallewed up of 
RD. Wlight : The Lord will then be your everlaſting light and 
N * days of your mourning ſhall be ended. * 
remember ye ſay in your letter, Abat ye would 
ite tolvok on it as a token for good, if any of the Lord's 
ag eople got liberty on your behalf. Though the Lord. 
a his free love and adorable ſovereignty, be pleaſed ts 
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give liberty, and the "promiſe both on eur behalf 
think your chief comfort lies not ſo much in that, 2 
in your acting faith on Chriſt, and on the abſolute pro- 
miſes ; and going out of yourſelf into Chriſt for all 
von want: This is the reſt, and this is the refreſbing, Ml. 
wherewith he cauſes the weary to reſt, When the | 
- ancker of the ſoul is fixed upon Chriſt within the vail, Ml 
let ſtorms of trouble blow from heaven, earth, or hell, Il © 
the ſoul will have matter of a ſong, —Some years ago, ll © 
I was in meditation to this purpoſe, What might be | 
the Lord's deſign in lengthening ont my rod fo long? K 
Immediately that ſcripture was borne in on my mind, | 
th 
an 


Tfa. Ixvi. 5. Let the Lord be glorified; but he ſhall a5. 
Pear to your joy, That view occurred to me from the 
words, as if the Lord had ſaid, Let me glorify my 
.« wiſdom in ordering your rod for à while; let"me 
« pforify my power in upholding you under the rod; 
« let me glority my truth and faithfulneſs, in perform-· 
*« ing all the good I have promiſed you; and I will” 
„ appear to your joy.” My heart replied, Lord, d. 
as thou haſt ſaid, I am waiting for hat joyful appear: for 
' ance; and I am ſure I will not be diſappointed, for he bot 
hath ſaid, There ſball be an end, and thine expeftatin”"' 
Hall not be cut off.—Now, that The God of hope, may 
fill you with all joy and peace in believing, is the de. 
fire of your affectionate Siſter, and ſoul's well-wiſher, 
GREENOCK, MARION LAIRD 
March 24. 1767. ' r 


IL. ET T E R XXXVI. 
To the Rev. Mr. Tnonas CLARK, in America, It 


1 RECEIVED your letter, dated December 7th 
in February, — I remember, Sir, a little after you” 
went from this place, I was informed you were it A 


5 " * 
- # * ” 
” 1 : 
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1 trait betwixt accepting a congregation in the North, 
aud going to America. As the Lord enabled me, 
eat to him by prayer, and laid the matter before him, 
A arneſtiy deſiring : that he would direct you to that part 
4 of his vineyard, that was moſt for his owh glory. As 
P! for that congregation in the North, I got neither liber- 
a nor light to pray for your going there: but I was 
a Wl enlarged in pleading for your going to America; and 
©. I thoſe ſcriptures were borne in with ſome, power and 
SW life, Acts xx. 22. And now behold 7 ge bound in the 
WM Spirit to Feruſalem ; with Iſa. xlii. 4. And the i/{es ſbail 
0 wait for his law. The views that occurred to me from 
N. theſe words were to this purpoſe: I was made to think 
2 that ye were to go bound. in the Spirit to America; 
| 1 ind that the people there waited for his law, or would 
8 0 wait for it, And while I pleaded for a bleſſing on the 
rod; (cans of grace beſtowed upon them, that other ſcrip- 
Sr. türe was borne in on my mind, Pſalm cv. 24. And ho 
alt cregſed bis people greatly, 
1 0 As for Marion Orr, I have cauſe to be aſhamed be- 
. fore the Lord, that I have been ſo little concerned a- 
be dont her, I remember among the laſt times I ſpoke 
Main ith her, that ſhe had any thing of reaſon. ſhe deſired 
maine to plead the out-making of that promiſe for her, 
> b. ix. 14. Now the blood of Chriſt, who through the 
imer ternal Spirit offered himſelf without ſpot unto Cal. purge 
eur conſcience from dead works, to ſeve the living God, 
R he faid to me, Go home, and go to your knees, 
I ' and lay down a lump of hell at Chriſt's feet, nd 
' plead that he may ſprinkle my conſcience with the, 


. done.“ I eſſayed prayer on her behalf; And it pleaſ- 
rica, Id the glorious hearer of prayer to bear in with fil - A 
Nie of the Holy Spirit, Iſa. liv. 8. In a little wrath 1 
amy face from thee, far a moment: but with everlaſt- 
ue kindneſs will I have n 2bre, On un 1 rd 
y Redeemer. oo 
re i As for my own caſe I know not well what 0 


0 
* . 
” 


* 
— 1 


dliood of infinite value; or elſe I am eternally ud- oF 
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11 Lam afraid; and am aſſured of it, chat 1 live not 
ſuitable to the favours aud privileges I receive ftuty 
God, aud to the. relation I ſtand in uto him, and be 
unto me, as being my God in Chriſt” Jeſus, aud Re. 
deemer, both by price and by power: 1 am not my own; 
but bought with a price; therefore ought to glorify 
God in my foul and body, which are his. I donot ſite 
ſuitably to him as my Head. God in Chriſt is the be- 

ver's Head; and ſo to live as a member of ſuch a 
| Head is to draw ſpiritual virtue, light, life, and com- 
fort from the Head, — Neither have I lived 1 p 
him as my Huſband : Thy maker is thy Huſband. 
live ſoitably to him in this relation is to live — 
loviagly, with ſubmiſſion and ſubjection to him, as 
decometh the ſpouſe of ſuch a glorious Huſband. * 0 
to:know more of this divine life, a living unto God 
I have cauſe to be aſhamed and confounded, 9 
of my ingratitude to him. 

Dear Sir, pray that the Lord may enable me to heb 
nout him in life, and to honour him gt death.— That 
the grace of our Lord Jeſus way be ith you, is bow 
| ſep of Four friend, | 


Is © 
Gn EENOCK,? , MA RION LAIRD, 
Apeil 15. 1765.5 N | 1 1 


nn XXVII. 
To Mr. J—s 8 in Glaſgow. 


. and loving Brother i in our Lord Teſus, [res 
I RECEIVED your letter, and was much refreſhed 

by it.—I have been much ſtraitned in the duty of 
prayer: lam ſtraitned to apprehend the nature of the 
immediate viſion of God's face; or of the man Ohriſt 


Jeſus, as to his haman nature, how it is united to the 
e Surely, I am more brutiſb than any man, and 0 
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have not the underftinding of a man, Prov. xxx; 2. I 
mean, heart-melting, refreſhidg; and ſirengthening 
views of Chriſt and his glory; of bis nature ne offices. 
0 ts be with Jeſus I Many a heavenly leſſon he teach 
eth. O to be his diſciple. He hath the words of eter- 
nal life. He allows me to claim my intereſt in him: 
Thou art my hiding-place ; thou ſhalt keep me free from 
trouble: an compaſs me about with ſongs of deliverance. 
There is go fear of the law: y to God that it took 
hold of -our Surety 5, the Ed Jeſus Chriſt: it would 
not let him go till he had paid the utmoſt, farthing of 
debt due by aa elect Seri. His head wdr twet W 
the deu, and his lacks with the drops. of the night. 

On the Sabbath · day laſt, I was converſing with a 
woman upon old experiences,” The Lord brought to 
ny mind two 3 that were formerly — n 
o me, and made them again a ſweet: feaft to my ſoul 
to feed upon. The two fcriptures were, Cor. In. 23. 
All are yours + and ye are Cbriſtit, and Chrift is Gobi "Mp 
and, What can David ſay mere? 2 Sam. vii. 20. Þ 
have longed much to be with himſelf, that 1 may fee 
the immediate viſion and glory above. O to attdin to 
a large meafare of the grace of humility; it makes a 
rery beautiful perſon: it is part of Chriſt's rob whete- 
NRrith he adoras the elect; and it caſts a luſtre och all 

los attributes, and other works. Know ye nor, # 


4 gee wor keth patience, and Patience experitrice,: 
| experience hype ? Rom. v. 4 That hath Been 4 
A bvest word, and 4 hening one to my foul, Loot - 
fs for thur bed hope, and glorious appearance of the 
Treat Cod, and our Saviour Feſus Chriſt, Titus i. 13. 
God ir not unrifhteous to forget your labour of love, which © 


% 4 
ſhed 


have ſboum towards the faints, Heb. vi. 10. Mar am 
ry of ler what is my Father's houſe I am not worth the 
f. the Notice of any, and far leſs worth his noticing who wy 
brift Wigh and iofigitely holy, who inkabitethy.cternity.. 


> the chat think ye of the manifold wiſdom of God? My 
„ al deſireth to look with wonder at WS THR: hs 
: G g | 


%. 
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grace of our Lord Jeſus may be vit you; 4s the deln 
en an, in WE! | tag | 


QF; 


Genen, a MARION LAIRD 
er only yes: | | 


"0 
4 "TIC ; 
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* To Mrs. Fx, io Glaſgow. REP 


. Dear and loving S er, in our - Lard Fefus, 8 55 45 


W E cannot want any of the ſweet, nor yet of the 
bitter things that are in our lot; they contri 
bute to make up a mixed ſong: Iwill Ing of merh t 7 
and judgment ; unto thee, 0 Lird, will I feng, Pſal. ci. 1. ,.. 
It once we were arrived at heaven, it will be a ſong 
of pure mercy ; of mercy preſent, and judgment paſt 
Chriſt is longing for our deliverance as well as we ate 
durſelves; he doth, not delay, a ſingle moment, when 
| Wo eſigu of the afflition, rod, or trial is attained un 
e only waiteth, that our ſouls may be duly [hum 

bled, that the mighty band of God ny cxale 5 
due time. | 
';Q-what think ye of Chriſt ms bis * as. well 2 

his crown? Do ye not love him? I know that ye love 
him; and he is worthy of our love. His countenanc 
18 as Lebanon, excellent as the cedar : his mouth is moſt 
ect; yea, be is altogether lovely. This is my belaved, 
and this is my friend, C ye daughters of Feruſalem, 
W hat think ye of ſeventy or cighty years pilgrimage: 
It is juſt a ripening. us for eternity. We muſt de ſ 
Journers here, as all bur fathers were ; then we ſhall 
ſleep in Chriſt: they who fleep in Feſus, will Cod bring 
with: him. They ſhall then have a joyful day: T1 
Hall drink, and forget their poverty; and remember 
their miſery no more, Prov. xxxi. 7 —0 bleſſed be bi 


name, he keepeth we beſt wine till the latter end d 
the feaſt, 


\ 
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Laſt ſummer I had a very bote time of trouble, and c 
deſerted of the Lord, I often cryed to him, She me ö 
wherefore thou contendeft with me. Let me heat: the Doice 
of the rod, and who hath appointed it, I either could 
dot hear the voice of the rod, or T would not hear it. 
| longed to know the worſt about myſelf, that I might 
come to the blood of Jeſus with all my guilt. This 
vas allo a part of my conflict in the fourth year of my 
+ Etrouble. He took it out of my hand, and put another 

thing into it: yet, notwithſtanding, he ſupported me 
oy thoſe very ſcriptures that I was ſupported with be- 
++Wfore. I (hall only mention two or three of them to 
you : That the trial of your faith being much more pra- 
aus than that of gold that periſbeth ;. though it be tried, 
it is found to the praiſe, and glory, and 'honour of Ged, 5 
af the appearance of Feſus Chriſt, 1 Pet. i, 7. And Jaſus 

ered and ſaid, Neither this, man, nor his 2 

V /inned ; but that the works of God may be made ma- 
%, John ix. 3. O bleſſed be his name that he ſends 
none awarefare on their own charges, I found ſuch | 
un., beart-opening in theſe promiſes, as made my ſoul to | 
jom⸗ Dore him, as the wheels of the chariots of Aminadab. = 
m in Let us be glad and give. honour to him who hath. | 
drunk ſuch a cup of wrath at the Father's band, as | 
cha one ſaith ;} who hath drunk a cup of red ſcalding — 
— , ' Vengeance, that we might drink a cup of conſolation, 5 
' or a cup of fatherly chaſtiſement.“ | 
1 ie Dear Siſter, both pray and praiſe. for me- hat Wc 
laved "= grace of our Lord Jeſus may he with you, is * 1 
-m, eſire of your Siſter, in the Lord, 4 ; 


ee Fx tp ARION LAIRD: N 
Feb. 2d, 1768. ＋ | 


page? 
e {hall 
bring 
7. 8. Lam very much troubled with facing; and 
wamberſl have need & e ſympathy 3 at rt NH of 


grace. 


end 0 
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Ta Mr. — , in Cl. 


N 


Dear and lug Weber dn u Land Bake, Ns * 


Y frailty hath hindered me from writing to you 
before now.” O that I could cauſe his name't6 
be remembered to all generations + Worthy, worthy i 
the Lamb that was /lain, and hath redeemed us, and 
ua ſbed us in his own blood, and made us kings and prieft 
| unto Cod even hit Father. O! his loving-kindiieſsoves 
comes me: his love breaks the enmity of my heart.— 
O what a beaſt am I that cannot praiſe him more than 
what 1 do! Attacks from the powers of darkneſs were 
not awanting. One morning I was looking upon my 
hands; they were ſo ſwelled'] thought it a foreruqner 
of death. Then the Lord brought to my mind an old 
promiſe, about this time eleven years: I ſpent that 
night in the fear of death; I had the experience of 
many trials, but none of death: it was the way I ge. 
ver went before. Then he brought to my mind, Phal. 
xviii. 28; The Lord my God will enlighten my darkneſs ; 
with Mal. lil. 1. The Lord whom ye ſeek, will ſuddenh 
eome to his temple ; even the meſſenger of the covenant 
whom ye delight in. Thoſe and many other ſcriptures, 
were {weet matter of meditation. Song iii. 5. 70 charge 
you, © ye daughters of Feruſalem, by ho roes and by th 
a hinds of the field, that ye tir not up, nor awake my l 
till he pleaſe. Gen. xxxii. 26. And he ſaid, Let meg 
for the day breaketh. I will not let thee go, except't 
"bleſs me. "1 hoſe two ſcriptures were a caution un 
1 after ſuch a ſweet time. Jer. Xii. 16 
Give glory to the Lard your God, before he tauſe darkuaft 
1 was very terrified at what followed in that ver 
And befare your feet ſftumble upon the dark mountains 
and while ye look for light, he turn it unto the baum 


a . a Ss. 
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* death, and make it groſi darkneſs. Cold is | ably to 5e 
90 rote} in the a ß of his faints ; ; and to in re- 
verence of alt — 1404 are about im. Cn the ſon left 
he be angry, and ye periſh from the way. I thou bt ite 
implyed a kiſs of ſubjection and ly fear. but 
4 the nearer heaven the new wine is the ſweeter. I have 
had a good ſummer of it, though very frail. I think 
on I he fays unto me, Drink, yea rink abundantly, 
© Bl Beloved. And what improvement do I make 9 it oy 4 
to get him glorified, I would deſire your prayers and 
praiſes to God for me, with other friends. That the 
grace of our Lord Jeſus may be with you, is * de- 
ſire of your n N Siſter, in the Lord, A 


Gn nai og "MATES: |; LAIRD, 
Jun" 3h 1768, | 


P. S. Send me word hom your Gan does 4 2 
the came home, I defire the favour of you to 
let Mrs. Glen ſee this line, as I am vader great 
NO? to her : ber waage gute me * | 


LETTER e 
= To Mrs. GLEN, ja ub. 5 


| Dear and loving Szler, in our Lord Tefrr, 


1 all our diſtreſſin circuwftances, we vr 
have the greateſt reaſon of thankfulneſs for Ge 
gift of Chriſt : Let us be glad and refaice, and give - 
wur to him. Lift up up pour heads, for the day fowl 
redemption draweth nigh. I had no thought of writing 
to you, I am fo indifpoſed with trouble on m "op : 
but. bearing of your being very ill made me to lay your 
caſe before the Lord; and John xvi. 22. qecurred to 
my mind: Te now have forrow z but I will fee you a- 
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gain, and your heart ſhall rejoice, and your joy no man 
taketh From you. O love bim who hrit loved. you, and 
gave himſelf for you. Becauſe he hath ſet his love upon 
me, therefore will 1 deliver him. O lay of him, he is 
my huſband, my all; and let that ſuffice you. He 
hath loved you with an everlaſting love; and therefore 
with loving-kindneſs will he draw you. His love is 
wonderful love; it is diſtinguiſhing love; it lighted 
upon. you, when it paſſed by men and angels. En- 
dure chaſtiſement, for God dealeth with you as with 
*« ſons; and if the Father chaſten you not; or if ye be 
« without chaſtiſement, whereof all are partakers, then 
« are ye baſtards and not ſons, Heb. xii. 7, 8.” There 
all believers are excluded, who want chaſtiſement. Do 
not pore over- much upon your affliction: by yout ſo. 
doing, you will bring the affliction heavier upon your- 
ſelf. . O let your thoughts ran ont upon Chriſt: 
all your affliftions he was afflited. Caſt your burden up- 
on the Lord, and he will ſuſtain you. 1 do remember, 
within this half year, that I muſt either Have had my 


eyes toward the Lord for ſupport, or elſe I would de 
have ſunk beneath the ſtream. - All praiſe and honour * 
be unto God; for I never looked anto him ſooner than I 
I was lightened : "They looked to him and were lightened, the 
and their fates were. not aſhamed, Pſalm xxxiv. 5. 1.04 


have ſpent much of my time in ſeeking an intereſt in I den 
glorious Chriſt; and when that is done, I want con- My 
formity unto God : and conformity unto God diſco- Wl, 
vers many wants: I want love to him. I want Hall. 


neſs, unto him; holineſs unto God: Be ye holy, for 28 
am holy, ſaith the Lord. I want knowlege of him: in | 
know nothing as I ought to know; I am a beaſt before * 


him. I want zeal for his glory and honour, I want Nu, 
| fear upto the Lord; God is greatly to be feared in the M..;" 


p aſſembly of his ſaints, and to be had in reverence of all 0 
them that are round about him.— 0 what am I. er dert 
what is my Father's houſe, that hitherto the Lord ai 


| helped me FD that you would praiſe and adorg him 


. 
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O turn your mourning into praiſes; it will then fare 


better with you. May the God of peace de with 
jou, to uphold and ſupport you unto the end, 


3 


— 


MARION LAIRD. 


ALLA SER dP 


GCnrENOCKE, 
Oct. 26. 1768. f 
N 
P. S. Give my kind NEW to Mr. ori, wr 
4 have been very much obliged to you and hit 
a both for your ase and late kindneſs. — 5 
K Pb 
0 
80 * E 7 T. E R XII. 
ſo To Mr. — 8 in Gew. by. 


In Dear ak hoing Brether in our Lord Jefus, 


4 E RECEIVED: your line, dated the 6th of De 

I am much obliged to yon for your kindneſs 
to — who am truly leſs than he leaſt of God's mer- 
ld des: but, Worthy, worthy is the Lamb that was flain, 


ur iN to receive power, honour, glory, and dominion. I deſire 


to believe that infinite wiſdom and infinite love are at 
ed, El the mixing of 'my cup; and that God's tender heart 
I Vill car ve out no more than what he makes me able to 
in bear: this is a great help ta patience under the rod. 


on My trouble puts me in mind of the building of the 
11 ark; it was long i in building, and every ſtroak that it 


got was a warning to the old world of their diſſolution: 
I lois my trouble unto me; it is a warning of the put- 
ig off the earthly houfe of this tabernacle : then we 
fore. Ile a houſe not made with hands, eternal in the heaven 


\ 


vant Nee builder and maker is God, It doth nat yet e. . 


oe we ſhall be ; but we know that when he ball a 
ear, zwe /ball be like him, for we ſhall ſee him as he i 5 


d behold his glory. He hath commended his love un- 


2 b tay ſou]: O that I could commend his love unto o- 


ders; that thoſe who ſee no beauty in him, may fall 


— 


"_ 
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n 
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in love with him. O! did ye ever feel tbe ſmall d 
his garments? His garments ſmelleth of. mytrh, alu, 
prot g rug His name it as ointment poured forth 5 theres if i 
fare do the virgins love thee. O! it is little I can fe 
of him; and it is little 1 can think of him; it is lirtle . 
I can love of him, who is altogether hwely ; white ard i 
"ruddy, the chief among ten thouſand, © 
+ The beginning bt February I was very bad: * 
two days, L was under, deſartiog. O I thought long 
for the Lord's returajag again; and he retaraed again 
with that ſweet promiſe, Song ii, 10, My Beloved ſaid 
unto me, Riſe up, love, my fair one, and come away, 
Tho! I. ect e ell in myſelf, his beauty makes me 
1 Palm xlv. 2. Thou art Fairer than the children of 
: grace it poured into thy lips ; therefote God hath; 
bled thee for ever. I was pleading with the Lordi 
that he would ſift ap the light of his countenance up- 
on my ſoul, in paſſing through the vail of the ſhadoy 
of death; and that he would enable me to declare wo 
others what he hath dene for my ſoul, that men to 
the Lord would give. praiſe for his loving-kiadnefsy 
but this with ſubmillion to his will. While I wal 
pleading, that promile was darted into my mind, Mal, 
ini. 10. Prove me herewith, faith the Lord of hoſts i R 
4 open. not the windows of heaven, and pour you our of Fe 
bleſſing till there be not room envugh to receive it, H. 
- brings things new and old out of his treaſures. Hd p. 
brought to ty remembrance at! old promiſe, that wal 
long out of- mind, which ſupported me when 1 wa 
hearing the gofpel. I could have wiſhed then for tw. 
Sabbaths im one week; for. thea they were to me ex 
ceeding ſweet, He broug ht to my remembrance, ik | 
Isiii. 1 3. 14. Ta call the Sabbath a delight, be holy of tl 
Lord bonouxabls ;, and made thee to ride upon the h 
Placer of the earth, and fed thee with the heritage Þ D: 
cob, I was miading your daughter; and that prom © 
was borne in an my mind, Jer. xxxi. 18. I have are] D 
v heard Ephraim bemeaning himſelf thus, Turn thau;s 


 E 
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Often when I think on her, the woman of Samaria comes 
into my mind ; and it affords matter of prayer unto me. 
She uſed to ſay, at the beginning of her trouble, 
« The forrows of the world wrought death, unto her 
* ſoul; and now hell-fire was kindled in her breaſt,” 
She took up her Bible, and read Heb, xiv. 14. Now, 
through the eternal Spirit, Chriſt offered up bimſelf with- 
out ſpot unto Ged, to purge. your conſcience from dead 
works, to ferve the living God, She ſaid unte me, 

Go and plead: that. —__ for me, or elſe I am e- 
„ tecnally undone : go home to yaur knees, and lay a 
lump of hell at Chriſt's feet.” I went alone for her; 
nd got that promiſe, Ifa. liv. 8. In a little wrath I 


ng kindneſs 7 ill I laue mercy on thee, ſaith the Lord thy 
leleemer. I thought ta have ſeen that promiſe have 
dme farther out- making before her death; but the 
Cord is ſovereign, juſt, and holy; aud doth all things 
ell. Pray and praiſe for me: pray that the Lord 
ay be with me in paſſing through the valley and ſha- 
low of death. Reſts ous friend, in Chriſt, . A- 
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LETTER kin. 


To Mr. RoBERT STEWART, in Paiſley, 


Dear and ling Couſe in, 


DESIRE, to communicate onto You ſome. fret 
experiences, duch * from my lovely Lord 


ol L Aal be tur nad : far thou art the Lord my God, | 


id my face a thee, far a moment: but with verlau- 
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Jeſus Chriſt, who faith, 7 will make the As n y 

| vid, and David as the angel of the Lord. fs 
The laſt week I had two days that wie »ll 

| freſhiog for ſweet communion” and fellowſhip with; our 4 
Lord Jeſas. I miſſed nothing fo much as love, tg 1 
lovely Jeſus. My heart was pained, becauſe 1-coul 
love him ſo little. O Couſin, ſet your love upon him; G 


ye will never rue it through eternity. I ſaw nothing 
in this earth, but a few imperfect ſaints: they wil 
ſhortly come to heaven, as ſoon as they are ready. 0 
to behold the viſion of Jehovah and the Lamb, where 
every new look will excite matter of praiſe and won- 
der to the ages of eternity: But I ſball ſee his face in 
righteouſneſs, and be ſatisfied with his likeneſs. O ta 
have my will ſunk in the divine will of God, where ! 
would find it no more again. O to win to praiſe andi 
adore him who is the perfection of beauty, _ ©, that 
conld adore him, who is ſo kind unto me as to alloy 
me the ſweet blinks of his preſence and countenance, 
twice or thrice a-day; and, for ordinary, not aboye 
three days abſence : but when he goes away, he creates 
a want in the ſonl, that nothing but himſelf can make 
. He fills the foul with ſelf. abhorrence and lothingi 
of itſelf, becauſe of its own abominations. io 0p 
ableneſs to that word, I will go intb my place until they 
acknowledge their iniquity, and ſeek me ERS thea th 
Lord comes and manifeſts himſelf to the ſoul that cin n 
not want him. O to be perfect in love! O wha 
flames of love will be in heaven, where every ſaint wi 
be made a flame. John Tinnie, whom you wrote of 
as he uſed to expreſs himſelf, was like one lying at the 
water-ſide, waiting for his Lord's coming. He faid toff 
the Rev. Mr. Turner, that day he died,“ Sir, 100 
not rue my choice of the Lord for my portions! 
and he died that very night, being on Sabbath, *aboul 
even o'clock : he died very comfortably, 22 0 
Dear Couſin, pray that the Lord may W mat 
wich S me. Pray chat he may He's N 
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light of his countenance upon me. Pray chat he may 
be with me through the valley of the ſhadow of death: 
that thoſe that are left behind may have reaſon to praiſe 
and adore, him, for his loving-kiodne(s. unto me. This 
vith ſubmiſſion to his holy will. The e * 1 
Lord Jeſus be with . part 52 
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1. E T TE R XIII. 
1 Mr. Ae srzwaur, in Paiſley. 


aur and loving Couſin, e 8 


HAD no thought of writing to.you ſo ſoon. Ex: 
tol the Lord with me ; let us exalt his name together, 
Plal. xxxiv. 3. For he is thy Lord, and worſhip. thou 
tim, Pſal, xlv. 11. Cod is greatly to be feared in the afſ- 
mbly of his ſaints ; and to be had in reverence of all 
lem that are about him, Pſalm lxxxix. 7. My heart 
Ws been much enlarged with views of the love of God, 
mußte ſpring of our redemption ; the righteouſneſs. of 
"Wchrift through which it is conveyed to us; his offices, 
ind his endearing, relations. O what a beaſt am 1, 
lat can love him fo little, when he is worthy. of ſa 
Noch love. I think he makes me a demonſtration of 
de power and reality of religion. Glory, glory to God. 
| never found a ſweeter compoſure of {pirit;..yea, I 
vund juſt cauſe to bleſs him for the rod, and to bleſs. 
lim becauſe it was his good pleaſure to afflit me; This. 
the doing of the Lord, and marvellous in my eyes 
de Lord withdraw divine ſupport, but one quarter of. 
hour, I would ſoon diſhonour him; 1 could LY 
ear the rod with patience, _ S 
On the laſt Sabbath-day, I got a view of my lot 
ig well ordered of God: * doth all things well. 
| en 
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is à God of infinite wiſdom, He hath power and (lil 
to order a temptation for his own glory and my gool, 
I faw that temptation of felf-murder to be wiſely ot. 
dered : it came to me before I was twenty years, and 
laſted tilt that ſummer before I took my ttbuble; and Ml | 
by means of that temptation the Lord brought down 
my corruptions, that were ſtrong like giants: the fin WW « 
of unbelief, pride, and ſelf, and many other abomina- 
tions. By means of this temptation, the Lord kept 
me near to himſelf; yet I wonld have been glad to hare 
been -quit of it: it was an uneaſy thorne in my fide, 
I was made to bear the yoke in my youth. I never 
thought, in theſe days, when it was fo bitter to me, 
that I would have had cauſe to bleſs God for it: and, 
O my dear Couſin, do ye bleſs him for it; and al 
them who hear of it, blefs him for it, in behalf of the 
vileft of ſinners.” That ſcripture occurred to me, and 
F thought it was exceeding ſweet, Deut. xxxii. 10, (1, 
12. He found him in the waſte howling wilderneſs ; hi 
led him about, be inftrufted, he keeped him as the applet 
- bis eye. At the eagle flirreth up her neſt, fluttereth ovn 
her young, ſpreadeth abroad her wings ; fo the Lord di 
tad him, when there was no ſtrangè God with him. "1 
Sirs, Jehoyah, the God of truth, did for me what ii 
- Arrange God could do: When my lovely Lord uy 
way what deadneſs he leaves behind him? O wh: 
deadneſs and lifeleſfneſs taketh place ! Iniquity prevall 
eth much, which made me to cry out, O what a beall 
am 1! not worthy that thou ſhouldſt come under m 
roof: Tet will Tok again toward thy holy temple. le 
I got leave to plead with him that he would lift up t 
ght of his countenance, for his great name's ſake. 
Be it known unto you, O houſe of Iſrael, that I da 1 
| this Far your ſakes, but for my great name's ſake. 'Whilh f 
| I Was pleading my lovely Lord returned again with * i 
= ſweet word, Song vi. 3. J am my Beloved i, and ml Sat 
I” - "Befootd is mine: be ſeedeth among the lilies. © tos 
| above, Where I will get an open viſion of Jehovah 
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the Lamb:  Blefed are they that dwell in thy houſe ; 
they will be ſtill praiſing thee, O pray aud praiſe for 


me.—May the God of peace be with you. Te ſpeak . 
of a little reviving among you; and I deſire it may” 
grow as the corn, and caſt forth roots as Lebanon, 


GraEENOCE, MARION LAIRD: 14] 


July 19. 1769. 
To Mr: r,, in Cie. 
Dear and loving Brother in our Lor 2 7 oe, e 


HAVE wearied very mach for your writing to 
me. My lovely Lord hath commended himſelf un- 


to me; and, O that I could commend him to others, 
that they might fall in love with lovely Jeſus. Woes 


me that I can love him ſo little, who is worthy of fo 


much love, and altogether gg: There is a ſcrip- 


ture that was much in my mind, Pſalm cvii. 8. For 
he Jatisfieth the lnging ſoul, and filleth the hungry ſoul 


with' goodneſs. I think that ſcripture will have its full 


accompliſhment. in heaven, in the full viſion of God. 
There were ſome who deſired me to remember them in 
prayer to God: I got a very large view of the ever- 


blefled, of the adorable and glorious Trinity of Perſohs . 


for them; The Father him/elf loveth you. 1 remember 
a ſaying of Dr. Owen's. * When our Lord was about 


to leave this world, the diſciples deſired their Lord. 


to intreat the Father's love for them: but dur Lord 
told them, the Father himſelf loveth you; the Son 
'. purchaſed his-redemption; the Holy Ghoſt applyed 
it to his ſoul: and I was made to fay, O happy man. 
Satan ſoon attacked me, and fuddenly ſoggeſted, that 
the Son did not purchaſe our redemption, but that the 
Father had purchaſed it ; whereas the Father loved ns, 


, | 
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' becauſe Chriſt loved us, Satan threw-ſach a miſt and 
upon the word, that I could not ſee, till the Lord 
returned himſelf, and caſt light upon the word: the 
he rebuked Satan, and ſhined upon his own bleſſe 
word. —Bleſſed be his glorious name. 
I had a ſweet manifeſtation ſome days bygone : the 
Lord ſhined upon that word, Pſalm xcvi. 8. Bring 
an Mering and come into his courts, O but our Lord 
Jeſus is a ſweet-ſmelling ſacrifice unto God: he is a 
{weet-ſmelling ſavour unto God; and by the ſavoury 
ſmell of his ointment he puts away the ſtinking ſmell 
of ſin : He hath magnified the law and made it honourable, 
He hath brought in an everlaſting righteouſneſs, where- 
by a gvilry rebel, ſuch as 1 am, hath favour with God 
and acceptance. My Lord is my life and my ſtrength, 
wy righteouſneſs, my Surety, my all, for time and for 
eternity: and though I had ten thouſand ſouls I would 
troſt them all with him. O for a full gale of the Spi- 
rit of God to blow me into the harbour of glory, even 
into Emmannel's land, where the wicked ceaſe from 
troubling, and the weary be at reſt. _ . * 2 G 
I was pleading with the Lord for his bleſſing on the 
little that an read: when thus employed, Iſa. lx. 19. 
came into my mind with power and life, and brought 
my will to a kindly ſubmiſſion o the will of God. 
The words themſelves were moſt {wet : The /un ſhall 
be no more thy light by day, neither for brightneſs [ball 
the moon give light unto thee ; but the Lord ſhall be unto 
thee an cverlaſling light, and thy God thy glory. O what 
a want is it that he cannot fill up! My God ball ſup- 
ply all your wants, according to bis riches in glory, by 
Chriſt Feſut, Phil. iv. 19.— By this time the manifeſta- 
tion ſeemed to wear off: and that word came to wy, 
mind, Nevertheleſs I tell you the truth, it is expedient 
for you that I go way. I could not win to a ſubmiſ, NY | 
ſion to his holy will. I was loth to want his ſweet . 
preſence ; but Satag was not awanting with his. ſtrata; [ 
gems. I ſaid, My foul ſhall follow hard after hits; 0 
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that I bad a wreſtling ſpirit like Jacob ; he wreſtled 
with him for the bleſſing till the breaking of the day: 
and, as a Prince, He had power with God, and prevail- 

. gBut while T was thinking on this ſcripture, poor 
| backlliding Scotland came to my mind; poor covenant- 

a 

1 

ll 

le 


breaking and covenant-burning Scotland! O that the 
Lord would be as a purifier of filyer unto her, that 
ſhe may offer unto the Lord a ſacrifice that is more ge- 
ceptable for all the ills that ſhe hath done. The Lord 


has thoughts of love concerning her: he ſays of her, 


This is my reſt for ever ; here will I dwell, for I have 
% red it, Pſalm cxxxii. 14. Though we are a che- 


by nant-breaking people; he is a covenant-keeping Gd. 


He ſays of Zion, My mercy will I keep for her for ever-: 
mere; and my covenant ſhall ſtand faſt with ber, Plalm. 
Ixxxix, 28. I deſire the help of your prayers: and 


tor what he hath done for . erh of our © bat 
be with you, Ae YO Gt. Ant 
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P. S. 1 long N to ow how a dear friend 
Mrs. Glen is ++ I would be glad to know how it 


' the Lord rh 4 eh, with. de 


F the Lord will aſſiſt me in it, I will communicate. 4 
a few experiences to you, which took place with 
Ine about the time that the ſacrament was W at 


i 


praiſes, with other acquaintances, unto lovely Jeſus, 


fares. with her ſoul.—I think the Lord fays con- 
cerning her, Return unto aby reft, o my ee erde | 


WW; 
"Ps E * T E R XIV. Pa 
To Mr. RoBERT Srowaer, in Pail). 
Dear and loving Coufen, SM = 28 8 = 
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the way. When thus employed, that word came into 


' that 'believeth on me, as the ſcripture hath ſaid, out of 
bis belly ſhall flow rivers of living water. And Pſalm 


 <—g— — — 
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myſelf in duſt and aſhes, and ſaid to the Lord, I am 
a beaſt, and know nothing as I ought to know: That 
" which I know nat, © Lord, teach thou me. The *vc 
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uncleag, unglean ; utterly unworthy to take thy hohe 
And reverent name in my ſinful and polluted lips. f 


ago. Rntrorovns Lire 

Glaſgow, and the week thereafter ; particularly on the 
Sabbath, and the days before. It hath eſcaped my me. 
mory what was matter of exerciſe to me at that time; 
but on the Monday I was pleading that the Lord would 
not {end the multitude away empty, left they faint by 


my mind with life and power, John vii. 37. In the lat 


day, that great day of the feaſt, Jeſus fond and cried, 
any man thirſt, let him come to me and drink. He 


IXxxiv. 7. They go from ſtrength to ſtrengih, every one ih - 
of them in Zion appeareth before God. O but the Lord Wit 
takes a care of his people; he wiil not leave them in 

the wilderneſs till he bring them home to Zion. 0 
I was endcavouring to bleſs the Lord for an enlarge 


ment that a young man got on the Sabbath-day, and 


that word came into my mind, John i. 50. Thou ſbalt © 


| fee greater things than theſe. 1 John iii. 3. It doth not li 
yet appear what we ſball be: but we know, that when chi 


he ſball appear, we ſhall be like him, and fee him as he is; NV 
and behold his glory. There is a full view of our Lord cx 
Jeſus gotten in heaven: wait a little, and then the glals =: 
of ordinances will be drawn, and the glaſs of promiſes 1 


/ will be withdrawn; then we ſhall have the open viſion the 


of Jehovah aud the Lamb. Worthy, worthy is the I 
Lamb that was ſlaig frpm eternity, decretively ; ſlain 
typically, under 4 old- teſtament diſpeuſation ; and F 
lain actually, in the fulnefs of time. It pleaſed God 
to give me a more full view of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, Fat! 
as the wiſdom of God in a myſtery; then I abhorred fat 


Lord give me wiſdom and knowledge ;- for 1 know? 
nothing of divine things as-I ought to know: IAA po 


% 
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I I had of late ſome pretty ſore turus of my — 


but they, did not laſt very long. The Lord ena 

— ſay, Here am I, let him db unto me nuhat ſeemet 
kim good. I found my will funk in the divine will of * 
God: I found a ſweet refreſhment. come from the pre · 
ſence of the Lord, which made me to Jas 10 Lord. 
« never, let me find my will again.“ I was fore beſet 
by the devil, and his firey darts: ;I thought I had my 
heart much to blame jn it; for it firſt e e from 
the Lord, and wandered upon the mountains of vagi- 
ij; and there I met with theſe vile abominable thoughts. 
I pleaded ear N Vith the Lord: that be woulc not 
let them come t rough my mind agas. 

Upon Friday night laſt, one came to viſa me,: and 
complained much of Satan's! temptations, and of the 
Lord's hiddiag himſelf : He ſaid unto me, Te may 
get a viſit of the. Lord this night, or in the mar 
ing.“ Glory to him, he came in the morning g; a0 1 | 
his viſit was ſo ſeaſonable and ſweet,) that I invited all. 0 
things on egrch to praiſe: him. Praiſe is too heavy a 
work. for us. I joined iſſue; with the Ae. Pfal. 
ord Mcrlviii. 2. Praiſe him, ye angels; - praiſe him, © ye fun, 4 
olaſs Nen, and fars : praiſe him dragons, and every 4 9 
niſes But wy ſoul ĩs more obliged.to. praiſe, am than al | 
iſion theſe. Wein ie, 300 . . 55 
I was. after. this. led to mount; Calvery, 5 pag our 
rd and, his, bloody ſufferings. .. 1 law the guilt of an 
ect world meeting upon him. 0 what a load of guilt 
had he on, his hack! The ſins of an elect world, the 
Father's wrath, and the curſe. of a broken law! The 
arred Mather gave the ſword of. juſtice a, command to awake 
gainſt the Man that Was his F ellow, Zech. -xlli. 7. 
ad he not been God as well as man, he could not 
ave borne it one moment. Oh! what à burden had 
Wount Calvery upon:it! It never has) kuch a weighs 
pon it before, nor ever will ag It made a hea- 
zolF®cn Philoſopher cry out, « Tha e God of nature 

K | ſuffered, or the world was diſſolving.” I was com- 
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ining before, that I could not get à ſuitable" medi. 
. our Lord's ſuſfetings: but this day 1 
| behold, with wonder and admiration, Jeſus erle 
My Cod, ny Cod! why haſt thoit forſaken me ? * 
theſerted of the Father, as he was 71 I rhink 
fo; but his union with the God-chead- ſtandeth firm. 
I bad afterwards (6the confuſed thoughts 7 
Chriſt's aſſumiag of the human nature, Satan en- 
dea voured to perſuade me, that he had aſſumed a hu- 
man per ſon, which would have made four perſons in 
the adorable Trinity: but 1 could not believe that. 
Then I cryed to the Lord, by prayer and ſupplication, 
that he would ſend forth his light and his truth, and 
let them be guides unto me. A little after this, chat 
word came into my mind, The power of the Holy Cl 
overſbadowad the wy and that very mometit the hu- 
man nature was joined to the divine ne Petfon-of the Son 
of God. There is a myſtery indeed ! 
. I-would;have ſent word to thc young mat that hu 
Raid long in the place of the breaking forth of 
children; but I am not able, at preſent z tell him, that 
he muſt do as the lepers did at the gates of - Samarit: 
il they aid ig the city they muſt die; if they went 
out of the 41 they would die. Caſt yourſelf upon 
glorious Chriſt, you will but die: come without ati 
legal quaſifcation; if you ſtand waiting upon them 
they will be a wall between you and heaven; the 
will be no winning over it. Come pollutted and vile 
as yon àre to Chriſt, - He ſtandeth with out- ſtrete 0 
artus to embrace you; and if ye come to Chriſt, | 
_ find not welcome, ye will be the firſt that ever he 
| Fuſed, ——That he Ga of ſotto: may be with you 
the deſire of your Couſin, 
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= Mr. Toe Gn AfA, in Paiſſey. 
Nee ST SHY T6 y.39 519 7; 400 f . 
W OUL D very. gladly, {peak a word to you. 
Sir, yeery "tha Lord pleaſed to hack it with HOT: 
life, and liberty. | l 
1 would mention ſome ſcriptures that cceurind to 
ne on yqur behalf: Iſa, xlv. 23. Look wnto me, all ye 
ends of the earth, and he ye ſaved. This. is a very &“ 
eaſive call, from the ends of the earth. Look voto. 
5 glorious Me! They Jhoak in righteeufneſe, mighty | 
10 J@AUVe, 1  * "mJ | 
The next ſeaiptare that ink was Exck. —_ | 
25. 1 will ſprinkle you with clean water, and ye ſball be: 
chan; From all your 'filthineſs, and from all your iddls, 
will I cleanſe v. O Sirs, here God: pronopaces- he 
blood of Chriſt to be clan : The hauen are not clean 
in his fight ; and he chargeth his angels with folly, Here. 
Grills blood cleanſeth from all in. Are your Hes and 
guilt ſo heavy that they are like to preſs: you down to 
dell? and you are made to wonder at the divine pati- 
eace of God, that keeps you ſo long aut of bell, not- 
vithſtanding of all your provocatious? Do you ſee the 
uu purſuing you for the debt ef perfect obedience? 
nd the law to Chriſt : Ghri/t is the end of the law for. 
righteouſneſs, to every one that believeth.” Chriſt bath 
a righteouſneſs to fylfil the law ; and he hath paid the 
utmoſt farthing of the debt to the law and juſtice of 
od: upon the croſs he faid, It is fini/bed ; and gave 
uþ the gig. He hath ſtrength to give you to pertorm 
4 — for work and warefare. © love him who ler- 
ed you from eternity, who is altogether lovely. He is | 
che beauty of the Godhead. Had you the eye of faith | 
but opened to ſee Chriſt's raviſhing beauty, his excel- 
ency and glory, you would be ready to wonder why 2 
iche world were not all running after him. — 
The chird ſcripture 5 John xi. 44. zu. faid, 
. 1 2 n 
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A n 45 7: go. What need. hath a ſinnet to 
Put in k into 
* » Sound abeut With: 


foot in the way of the Lord, until ye be looſed, and 
let go. He is bound about with the chain of unbelief; 
be is bound about with the chain of ſelf: he is botnd 
about with the chain of pride; with the chain of u. 
tteiſm; with the chain ef formality; with 'the'thain 


phemous thoughts throw inte your heart. Let Satan 


ceoeeding dry. Are you a - thirſt for this or the other" 
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N U. E . | | 
REL 10 Us LE 1 


glorious Chriſt's hand? He was 
graue claatbe. Te cannot” walk one 


of carnality; with the chain of enmityagainſt God. 


The heart is not ſubject” to the la df Gord; neither in. 
dle can be, while in a natural ſtate. He thitiks he his 


ſome duty or other to preſent to the Lord: prayen 
tears, or the like. It is ſupernatural power that will 
bring a ſinner out of himſelf, to rely "upon Ohrfft qeſus, 
for righteoufneſs and ſtrength. e Nauru r ee 
Ne not overmuch troubled with thoſe heMiſh blaſ- 
phemous thoughts of the devil: they are like Tighten- 
ing thrown” into à room; they are not of the room, 
yet they are throw into the room: ſo are theſe blal- 


anſwer for them unto God, they are his, and not yours. 
A carnal wandering thought, in time of prayer, is more 
finfal than they are. When you go to the miniſter, 
or to a Chriſtian acquaintance to complain, neither 
think theſe thoughts over again, nor yet name them 
over to them; but tellithem that you are troabled with 


blaſpemous thoughts of the devil: they will under ſtabd ] 
you very well.” Satan would have all convictions to 
come to nothing; thereby he gains his point; to keep b 
poot ſinners away. from Chriſt, © Believe not Satan, f 
mough he tell you that ye have the external call e t 
me goſpel,” ye will never ger the internal call of te h 
Spirit of God; He ii a liar from the beginning, and i t 
truth ir not in him ee it 
Another ſcripture that occurred was, Iſa. xliy. 3 v 


will pour waters upon him that is thirſty, and ſſoadi i- 
on the dry ground. If you are not thirſty; you are e 


— 


9 
„ * 9 - * 
- -4 — „ a s 4 7 
** 7 W — % 's 4 x 2 \ #37 - KS 
« - * 4 ir * - GO , - o = . * 1 ? 
2 a + * R 2 a = * * 4 0 — * * | _ * = ; * 2 "i , b 


it occurred, that ve wa 
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nity, or Iſt; or idol? But I expect better thibgs of 


you ; even that you are thirſting for a drink of Chriſt's 


wounds, When the ſinner is come this length, that 
he cannot believe more than he can remove mountains, 


it is the breaking of the day with him; there is oom 
in his heart to work faith in it: and, O that Chriſt 


may work faith, and bear all- the glory. To whom 
be praĩſe, glory, and honour, for ever and Pads OM 
The grace of our Lord Jeſus be with you, 


Jan. 18, 1770 


e W XVII. 
To Mr. J— G- Y, in Glaſgow.” io 
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. Vw and loving Brother in our Lord Tefur, OW 
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water which he has to give, which is to them that re- 
ceive it, a well of water, ſpringing up unto everlaſting - 
kfe.. If this be the thirſt that you are longing for, He 
will 8 your deſires, and fill the hungry with good 
things." e will anſwer your prayers in his own time. 
He is the merciful Samaritan that comes over the ſin- 
ner's weakneſs : he pours wine and oil into his wounds. 
Thoſe that are broken in their hearts, and grieved in their 
minds, he ' healeth; he tenderly binds up their painful” 
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bee MARION LAIRD. 


I COULD not write with my Brother-in-law to 
Mr. Smith, to thank him for his kind letter. 


believe that Mrs. Glen left me her legacy for the Lord's 
ſake, though I am unworthy of any of his mercies. O 


that-the Lord may enable me to glorify and to honour” 


him with it. There aroſe a queſtion in my mind wWhe- 


ther love or praiſe. was „ greateſt duty; immediately 


the greateſt. Love makes 


way for the praiſing of God, I wot not how it comes RO 


to paſs, but I think I want love more than any other 
grace. Sometimes I am afraid of repining againſt the 
Lord, Oy he korps me o n here: He doth all things 
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: Final. e ill becomes. we to thinle ſo of him; who is ſo 

; * kind and ſo lovely a Lord unto me: O for a will ſunk 

1 a4 divine will of God. O but that is a ſweet 

2 Cor. xii. 9. And he ſaid unto me, My grace 
e thine; and my ferength made fefa 

thy weakne/s, Lam waiting for the Lord's accom- 

5 — of his word; and ſuch a word as that, Mal. 
De Lord whom ye ſeek, will ſuddenly come to his 
+ temple 3 even the meſſenger of the cauenant, whom ye 
"= . Rev, xxii. 1 2. Behold I come quickly ! and 
50 an faith, Even ſo; come, Lord Feſus. _ 
Sometimes I am dead and lifeleſs, and am Active for 
o ſpiritual duty, until the Lord come back again. 
- He ſometimes wo a burden of concern for others up- 
. on my ſpirit, and brings me near to himſelf, * 
| . makes me to ſay, Behold I vile, I am unclean, unclæan : 
| but thay art holy, thou that deft inhabit Iſrael's praiſe. - 

* This way I got accels for your old daughter: when 
| I was pleading for her, the Lord bore in upon my 
- ſpirit, Hab. ll. 3. The viſion it yet far an appainted 
time: but at the end it will ſpeak, and not lie: though 
it tarry, wait for it: becauſe it will ſurely come, it will 
not tarry. Ia chords [ got a view of the Father 
and the Son agreeing, from eternity, upon her con- 
5 verſion; and ordaining that preciſe moment for her 
Z : converſion : and it is your duty to pray and to wait 
toy it, till the Lord perform his word, | 

This may fuffice Mr, Smith's enquiry at me. I am 
 unabled, by reaſon. of my trouble being heavy upon 
me, cither to ſpeak to you, or to write to him: but! 
delire to. bleſs and to adore the Lord, that it is not 

Worſe with me. I deſire both you and him to pray 
V onto, and allo to praiſe the 1 25 for me. This i is, 
the deſire of a prifoner, 


HSE MARION LAIRD. 


gs 4 ” ba W 4 * 
8 > aA - 


June 22. 1770 
3 2855 * n E * N v. 


P'Y 


* = 
nd 


« | 
3 


8. on my ſpirit, and 
N £ makes me to ſay, | Behold 7 vile, I am unclean, unclean: 
ä but thay art boly, thou that daft inhabit Iſrael's praiſe. - 
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87% i in becomes me to think ſa of him; who is fo 


4 kind and fo lovely a Lord unto me: O for a will ſunk 


divine will of God, O but that is a ſweet 
Sord, 2 Cor. xii. 9. And he ſaid unto me, My grace 
I; be ſufficient for thee; and my firength made perfect 
Fn thy. weakne/s, 1 am waiting for the Lord's accom- 
+ pliſbmeot of his word; and ſuch a word as that, Mal. 
& UL, 1. The Lord whom ye ſeek, will fuddenly come to his 
£ femple 3 even the meſſenger of the covenant, whom ye 
bt in, Rev. xxii. 12. Behold I come quickly! and 
fr my ſoul faith, Even ſo; came, Lord Feſus. _ 
oY Sometimes I am dead and lifeleſs, and am Active for 
” no. ſpiritual duty, until the Lord come back again. 
. He ſometimes wo: a burden of concern for others up- 
brings me near to himſelf, and 
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This way I got acceſs for your old daughter: when 
I was pleading for her, the Lord bore in upon my 
Hab. ii. 3. The viſion is yet for an appointed 
time: but at the end it will ſpeak, and not lie: though 
it tarry, wait for it; becauſe it will ſurely come, it will 
nat tarry. Ia thoflgyords I got a view of the Father 
+. and the Son agreeing, from eternity, upon her con- 
Berk jon; and ordaining that preciſe moment for her 
4 : and it is your duty to pray and to wait 
iy it, till the Lord perform his word, | 
_ » This may fuffice Mr. Smith's enquiry at me. I am 
unabled, by reaſon. of my trouble being heavy upon 
me, either to ſpeak to you, or to write to him: but I 
deſire to bleſa and to adore the Lord, that it is not 
Worſe with me. I deſire both you and him to pray 
vt, and alſo to praiſe the hs tor me.—— This is 
the deſire of a ptiſoner, 


„ MARION LAIRD; | 
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